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[Wiadyslawowo, Poland, 23.06.2003] The "Women 


- On Waves" ship finally was allowed to enter a Polish 


harbor. But the authorities entered the ship and the 
mobile abortion clinic has been sealed. All activities 
on the ship are prevented and have been isolated 
from people ashore. 

In Poland, after decades of safe and state sub- 
sidized abortion, there has been a reversal of policy, 
and abortion was delegalized in 1993. Poland has 
one of the toughest anti-abortion laws in Europe. 
There are growing underground abortion services, 


While the state claims decreasing number of abor- 


tions performed legally (allowed only when a woman’s 
life is in danger.) Even in those specific cases, where 
abortion is medically necessary, women have been 
denied services when they entered hospitals. 


Robert Sirak said on Polish TV he would publish pic- 
tures of every women going aboard for abortion. Ev- 
ery Polish news media channel carries the story, but 
very few attempt a balanced coverage. The over- 
whelming commentary is centered on the large 
amount of anti-choice protesters, mentions Polish law, 
and Catholic heritage. There is no serious attention 
given to the press conference organized by Women 
on Waves, or to the presence of the supporters on 
shore. The atmosphere is tense and seems danger- 
ous. There are swarms of males and some women 
of all ages screaming “Natzi Go Home”, “Sinners”, 
“Killers”, “Gestapo.” 

Polish customs and the local prosecutor 
searched the ship. The captain and another crew 
member had to hand over their passports. These were 


In response to this violation of women’s human [28.06.2003] Photo from a demonstration protest- eturned'after a couple of hours. When the prosecu- 
tights and medical need, Women on Waves offersa !"9 seecories, right wng LEONE and tor left the ship he admitted publicly that no crime 
safe and legal choice. Women on Waves operates a Media's hysterical reaction to the "Women on has been committed by Women on Waves. However, 
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Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the PE collective as a group. 


100% DIY PUNK ROCK! 


Profane Existence Magazine is created by 


-voiunteeriabor force. 


DISTRIBUTION 
INFORMATION 


Thanks to the generosity of our advertisers 
and donations, you may be lucky enough to 
get a copy free at your local info shop, record 
store, or punk rock gig. The rest of you un- 
lucky bastards are going to have to pay to 
have it delivered! 

PROFANE EXISTENCE WORLD HQ: 
(PO Box 8722 / Minneapolis, MN 55408 / USA) 
cash preferred, or MO payable to "Black- 
ened" 

USA, CANADA AND MEXICO: $2.00 (US) or 4 
x $.37 U.S. stamps. Do not glue/soap your 
stamps!) Subscriptions are $8 / year (four 
issues) 

WORLD-WIDE: Single copy is $3.: Subscrip- 
tions are $12 / year (four issues) 


INTERNATIONALLY ALSO FROM: 


Please send appropriate postage if not listed! 
AUSTRIA: Existence Distro / Ignazgasse 40 - 
1120 Vienna 

FINLAND: Jukka Karihtala / PL21 / 90501 Oulu 
Also: Tomppa / Fight / Hikivuorenkatu 17 D 
36 /33710 Tampere 

GERMANY: Ruin Nation Records / P.O Box 
1417 /49363 Vechta / [1 - 3 Copies = DM 1,50 4 
- 8 Copies = DM 2,50, more ...ask before] 
GREAT BRITAIN: Active Distribution / BM Ac- 
tive / WC1N 3XX/ [SAE with an IRC or stamps 
for 50P for UK / £1.20 (3X IRC) Air Mail to Eu- 
rope] 

HOLLAND: Pit Tinnitus / Prinses Margrietlaan 
7/3136 AM Viaardingen 

ITALY: Agipunk Records c/o Milani Gianpiero 
/ C.P. 63/27100 Pavia / [£1.500 (lira)in stamps 
or cash.] 

SWEDEN: Blindead Productions c/o Krogh / 
Box 26/671 21 Arvika/ www.attackfanzine.net 
NEW ZEALAND: The Freedom Shop c/o Ross 
I PO Box 9263 / Te Aro / Wellington / [$1 NZ] 
POLAND: Trujaka Fala / P.O. Box 13 / 81 806 
SOPOT 6/ [1,20 zi (in stamps)] also: NNNW / 
PO Box 53 / 34-400 Nowy Targ 

RUSSIA: Dmitrij / PO Box 30 / St Petersburg- 
9/195009 


We're still working on the international dis- 
tribution network, so additional sources will 
be posted on the web site and in future is- 
sues. 


mobile clinic on a ship that sails to countries where 
abortion is illegal. This is done at the invitation of lo- 
cal women's organizations. 

With the use of a ship, early medical abortions 
can be provided safely, professionally and legally. The 
"Langenort" ship is sailing under Dutch flag, and 
therefore the dutch laws apply aboard. Medical abor- 
tions are being done while sailing on international 
waters. 

Women on Waves aims to prevent unsafe abor- 
tions and empower women to exercise their human 


Waves" ships presence near Gdansk, Poland. 


tights to physical and mental autonomy, by combin- 
ing healthcare services and sexual education with 
advocacy Before, the Polish authorities prevented the 
ship to enter a Polish port the past few days. 
Polish anti-abortion protesters, (extreme 
rightwingers and religious fanatics), have insulted, 
threatened and stalked Woman on Waves support- 
ers the past days. Eggs and red paint were thrown at 
them in the harbor. Polish right-wing politician Mr. 


their laboratory was sealed closed by Polish Authori- 
ties. ; 

The Polish government also have stated that 
Women On Waves are not welcome. However, the 
Women On Waves are getting a lot of support from 
many women in the community, from women’s orga- 
nizations and have the impression that anti-abortion 
fanatics are a small but loud minority 

More info: http:/Awww.womenonwaves.org 

[reprinted from http://www.Indymedia.org] 


ACTIONS ° EVENTS ° CALENDAR ¢ ACTIONS ° EVENTS 


Mid-Atlantic Anarchist Bookfair 
October 11, 2003 


Location: Levering Hall at Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity Homewood Campus, Baltimore, Maryland 
This is the third MAABF, and will feature speak- 
ers, workshops, a concert with a wide variety of 
bands, food, an anarchist lounge, and of course, lots 
and lots of books. This is a call for: speakers, groups 
that would like to table, people who would like to give 
workshops, musicians, assorted participants, ideas. 
This year, will feature the most, and nicest, space 
yet, so lets get a lot of participants to fill it up with 
anarchism! Contact Address: blakplanet @ aol.com 


London Anarchist Bookfair ° 


October 25, 2003 
ULU / Malet Street / London, WC1. 10AM-7 PM 
Stalls, meetings, workshops, food, bar, videos, CDs, 
internet access, play and freedom creche, evening 
event, & more. Info: www.anarchistbookfair. org 


Call fora Padded Bloc this Novem- 


_ber in Miami Shutdown the FTAA! 


“Since the FTAA won't smash itself it's neces- 
sary for anti-capitalist forces to come up with some 
type of effective plan of action.” 

This November tens of thousands of people will 
travel to Miami, Florida for one of the most important 
global justice protests since the WTO meetings of 
1999. The Free Trade Area of the Americas is a pro- 
posed treaty that will bind the hands of all striving for 
a more just world. It is NAFTA on crack, and its re-_ 
percussions -- the commodification of every aspect 
of life, the smashing of unions, and a corporate bill of 
rights superceding all else -- are intolerable. We 
refuse to accept this agreement and invite anyone 
who chooses strong and healthy democracy over 
corporate control to resist the FTAA. 

What form should our resistance take in No- 
vember? In June, after long discussion and careful 
deliberation among assorted affinity groups, we came 
to the conclusion that our best chance of materially 
disrupting the summit lies in a Padded Bloc (a self 
contained contingent of people, protected from po- 
lice violence through the use of padding, shields, 
banners, and/or other materials.) 

To read the full statement and more info, see: 
http://www.infoshop.org/octo/ftaa_miami.php 


G8 2004 ° Sea Island, GA e 


June 8-10, 2004 
The G8 is coming back to the United States. 
Tens of thousands of people will converge once again 


BEFORE YOU CAN GET 


YOU GOTTA GET 


This magazine serves to document and aid the world- 
wide anarcho-punk movement. In order to have the most 
complete, international, and up to the minute coverage, 
we need help trom contributors like you! 


SCENE REPORTS: Please be as detailed as possible 
and provide addresses for bands, zines and other cool 
DIY punk happenings (venues, stores, mailorders, la- 
bels, etc.) We would also like some information on 
political activities punks are involved in. Don't forget to 
send photos!!! 


NEWS: We are also interested in overall coverage of the 
events in your area and up to the minute news of resis- 
tance against fascism and all forms of oppression. You 
can also send us information about the group which you 
are involved witht: squats, gig collectives, free spaces, 
action groups, etc. which relate to the subjects covered in 
PE. 5 


LETTERS: We regularly print letters from our readers 
and welcome all feedback on anything printed in this 
magazine or otherwise important to the anarchist punk 
movement or the greater struggle against tyranny. 


OPINION PIECES: Aside from periodic editorials from 
the P.E. staff and columnists, this columns and opinions 
section is open for general contributions of a nature 
relevant to the content of this magazine. In particular, we 
are looking for well-written, in-depth, and researched 
pieces for this section that concern current issues. 
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on Georgia for mass protests against the G8, 
neoliberalism at home and abroad, and capitalism. 
Evaluation of the G8-Evian Mobilization 

Four "villages", dozens of debates and confer- 
ences, 9 demos (including one of 100, 000 people), 
more than 5000 people in a dozen blockades coordi- 
nated all around the lake which stopped all traffic on 
roads into Evian on the opening morning, and four 
nights of violence in Geneva - clearly, the attempt to 
bring summit meetings back into the heart of Europe 
was soundly defeated. 
Activists float ideas on anarchist Web site 

As soon as President Bush picked the secluded 
resort island for next summer's G-8 summit of world 
leaders, anti-globalization activists were buzzing on 
the Internet about ways to thwart security. that will be 
thicker than the surrounding marsh grasses. 

G-8 Summit Georgia in June 2004 

— The White House announced that the "G-8" will 
be meeting in Sea Island, GA, in June 2004. Sea 
Island is a remote, gated community of resorts and 
million-dollar houses, with plenty of “security” (mili- 
tary bases and police academies) near by. The per- 
fect place for the world's leading industrial "democ- 
racies" to meet. 
Planning Ahead for Protests 

Activists are already planning strategies and 
organzing for protests against the subjects. For a 
wide range of info and links, we recommend visiting: 
http://www.infoshop.org/octo/g8_2004. php 


2004 RNC Counter Convention 
The Brief: From August 30th through September 
4th, the Republicans are invading New York City to 
nominate George W. Bush as their candidate for 
President. This is the latest convention in history and 
the first time a Republican Convention has been in 
New York City. Why host a convention in Septem- 
ber? Why New York City? By exploiting our grief 
and trauma from September 11th, the right wing in- 
tends to further their regressive political agenda; an 
agenda the hurts New Yorkers more than anyone 
else. 

The convention is more than a year away, but 
already a huge variety of organizations are discuss- 
ing ideas and strategies on countering the GOP. This 
site is simply an attempt to facilitate dialogue between 
the wide ranges of groups who are intending on pro- 
testing the convention in 2004. 

Imagine: A million people on the street, represent- 
ing the diversity of New York, and the multiplicity of 
this nation - Community organizers, black radicals, 
unions, anarchists, church groups, queers, grandma's 
for peace, AIDS activists, youth organizers, envi- 


OFF YOUR KNEES... 
OFF YOUR ASS! 


FEATURE ARTICLES: We will print well-written 
articles of a social or political nature that may not fall into 
our regular sections. All articles are welcome, but we 
will only print ones which we feel are most pertinent to 
the readers of PE. 


FUCKING ALTERNATIVE - FUCKING PUNK 
ROCK: Articles and ideas for the “how to” section of 
Profane Existence Magazine are welcome. Please see 
this section for submission guidelines. 


AD INFO: Bottom line - we accept ads to pay for this 
magazine. However, we will not print major label ads or 
any ads that we feel are irrelevant to the content of this 
magazine. Please send payment with your ad (checks 
-to "Blackened Distribution") Double rates for full color! 

1/2 page (7 1/2" x 10") = $400 

1/4 page (5" x 7 1/2") = $200 

1/6 Page (5" x 5" or 2 1/2" x 10") = $120 

1/8 Page (3 3/4" x 5") = $90 

1/12 Page (2 1/2" x 5") = $60 

1/24 Page (2 1/2" x 2 1/2") = $30 

Business Card = $40 


DEADLINES: Ad deadline is the 15th of January, 
April, July, and October. Issue out the end of month. 


Submissions may be sent to us by Email with the 
subject "PE Magazine" to blackened @visi.com 
or by mail to the Profane Existence address. 


ronmentalists, people of color contingents, global jus- 
tice organizers, those united for peace and justice, 
veterans, and everyone who is maligned by Bush's 
malicious agenda - on the street - en masse - An 
overwhelming, festive, and poignant showing on the 
street with the entire world bearing witness. — — 
Early Dialogue: By siarting the dialogue between 
organizing groups early we can expenentially in- 
crease the effectiveness of dr demonstrations. 
The goal of this is three-fold: To increase 


. awareness of ever-one's activities and the scope of 


the demonstrations as a whole. To help facilitate the 
building of coalitions and partnerships. To organize a 
directory of groups for volunteers to plug into, far in 
advance of the actions. get 
How: First, register your organization(s) through the 
form on the right. Once a critical mass of groups have 
signed on, a directory of all who signed up will be e- 
mailed to all signups. The goal is to help facilitate the 
dialogue and get a sense of our scope a year ahead: 
of the actions. 

Second, let's meet early: Alarge meeting of all 
groups organizing, or thinking about organizing 
around the convention. The meeting can include, in- 
troductions between groups, dissemination of impor- 
tant information, key dates, locations, permit require- 
ments, lodging logistics, an informal breakout ses- 
sion for small group strategy discussion, etc. When 
the end of July or late summer. ae 

Third, a public meeting: A wide call to the pub- 
lic, targeting volunteers, media, funders, and the com- 
munity at large. When, mid-September, as universi- 
ties come back in session. 

Why: All of us have dozens of reasons to oppose 
the policies of this administration, and each day we 
are afforded a dozen more. With the GOP conven- 
tion in New York City we have an incredible opportu- 
nity to counter the most important moment of Bush's 
re-election campaign. While separate groups have 
different agendas, we all agree that this nation and 
the world is being dealt a grave disservice by this 
administration. They must be stopped. 

Important Points: Our protest must be diverse and 
representative of New York City, countering the false 
made-for-TV diversity within the Convention halls. Our 
protest should mobilize people across the country and 
planet, while making a special effort reaching out to 
every neighborhood in New York City especially those 
who are systemically disenfranchised. Our message 
should be positive and forward thinking to counter the 
hateful, malicious and regressive policies of this ad- 
ministration. For the sake of our nation and the planet 
together we will make history. 
info@counterconvention.org. 
http://www.counterconvention.org 


HELP SUPPORT 
FREE PRISONER 
SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


| We offer free copies of Profane Existence maga- 


zine to those held hostage by the state. We feel 
this free service. is important, because most pris- 
oners are notin a position to afford such luxuries 
as information from the outside. Because Pro- 
fane Existence has been recognized as a re- 
source for prisoner's struggles, we receive large 
amounts of requests for copies from prisoners. 
Please show your support of prisoner solidarity by 
donating generously to the PE prisoner sub fund. 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
FOR PRISONERS: 


You have received this issue of Profane Exist- 
ence because you have recently written us re- 
questing a copy. Inorderto receive the nextissue 
you must write back with a request for the next 
issue, as we currently lack the resources or 
means to maintain a permanent prisoner sub- 
scription list. 


PE- | couldn't believe it when I stumbled onto your site, Profane Lives (i surely live in some kind of cave)! | was 
distraught when you guys announced disband a while back... things are starting to look up for me now! Thank 
YOU ALL AT P.E.!!!!!! KEEP GOING STRONG! ~Ryan Caveman 


Reason To Believe #9 - TOO PUNK TO PRINT! 
Friends, Readers and Bogeymen, 

The much awaited forth coming 9th issue of Rea- 
son To Believe zine has been withdrawn from the print- 
ing press by our printers on the basis of the "political and 
legal implications" of its content, as advised by the print- 
ing company's new legal advice team, recenily set in 
place after a successful takeover bid from another larger 
printing house. 

Whilst we remain on good terms with the individu- 
als and staff of the above printers, it seems that no one 
wants you to read first hand accounts of things like a trip 
to Palestine to join The International Solidarity Movement, 
the days of resistance against the G8 in Evian this sum- 
mer, or wandering around occupied Tibet... Are-they try- 
ing to ignore the Eroding Empire or Faslane Peace Camp 
and it seems like they don't want to support lesser known 
bands like The Barnhouse Effect, Skitkidz, Nikmat Olalim, 
Rai Ko Ris from having their say in interviews. And they 
definately don't want anyone to read xleox's bad reviews... 

The fact of the matter is, the zine got pulled at the 
last minute due to content, and from where we at RTB 
are sitting this content was nothing more than the opin- 
ions, views, hard work and effort of various contributors 
and collective members alike. It wasn't particularly 'radi- 
cal’ by our definition of ‘punk’ standards, but obviously 
the big wide world out there is treading rather carefully 
these days, trying hard not to rock the boat. 

Why do you care? Well maybe you don't, but re- 
member that Reason To Believe is YOUR zine, which 
relies on input from people like you, and once material- 
ized is nothing more than a forum for promoting thought, 
action and ideas. It'll be a sad day when the Uk and Eu- 
rope punk DIY HC punk community looses all ability to 
think, act or indulge in itself. 

All we ask is that you be patient whilst we seek 
help and altérnative printing aid, and keep yourselves 
vocal, snot nosed and opinionated as possible in the eyes 
of 'the man’ for as long as you can. 

Take care of yourselves, and each other.... 

RTB Collective 


PE- 

| wrote this awhile ago for my web site but | feel it's 

got some good info on it that should be taken in account... 
Ignore your scene & it will go away/Destroy 
your venues & they will too. 

This | feel should be said because I've seen it hap- 
pen first hand. When you stop going to the shows for 
awhile & other people are doing the same, the promot- 

ers will start to lose faith, eventually they'll stop setting 
them up. It really sucks when you start losing money on 
the shows too. Another part of this nasty process is there 
may be bands that won't come back because of the turn 
out of their last show. The Fargo punk scene almost died 
but | still wanted to try to get back what we once had. 
Thankfully the last all ages show I went to, I've found we 
have a lot of new kids in the scene but I still know if we 
don't work it this may just be gone again. This can hap- 
pen in any city. Your local scene shouldn't be taken for 
granted, keep going to those shows. 

Another thing that should be taken into account is 
something that happened at a show that | was at over at 
the VFW in Fargo, ND. Someone seemed to think it would 
be cool to break a ceiling tile & one of the lights. Who ever 
did that | want to say Fuck You & to all those who do things 
like that. It's stupid acts like this that keeps these venues 
from renting to us, if we don't respect there property there 
will be no more shows. Thankfully we can still rent it but 
the price has gone up with their new security charge. So 
use your brain & don't screw the rest of us over. 

Mobey from the HXC Alliance. 
http:// www.hxcalliance.freeservers.com 


Hello! 

My friend and | have just returned from Austria 
where we attended the Austrian Social Forum, a grass- 
roots organized event of many diverse groups who work 
for human rights, freedom, justice, and are opposed to 
imperialism and neoliberalism, and going by the motto, 
"Another World Is Possible." This event has inspired us 
to take the first steps to organize a Minnesota Social 
Forum tentatively in the last week of April 2004, and then 
a Midwest Social Forum tentatively in the fall of 2004. As 
the group now considering these goals is not large 
enough yet to be definitive, the timeline is a suggestion. 

The goal of a social forum is to gather together 
over a few days a large number of groups to cross polli- 
nate their movements, thus helping them to achieve their 
goals better by learning new ideas, methods, and net- 
working with other movements and people. This occurs 
in the social forum through workshops, seminars, and 
cultural exchanges, in a democratic, open situation. The 
social forum is not dominated or organized by any politi- 
cal party or movement, but seeks to be a pluralistic gath- 
ering of voices. 3 

Looking at the increasing rate of events in the world 
today, the spread of such a forum of ideas, knowledge, 
and movements is urgently needed. 

If you are interested in holding a workshop, partici- 
pating in a seminar, being a representative of your orga- 
nization, or have skills, equipment, interest in the orga- 
nizing that needs to be done towards either one of these 
social forums, please contact us at: 
msocialforum @justice.com 

We will gather a list of interested groups and people 
and organize a meeting that includes enough diversity 
to begin the process of creating the forum. The sooner 
you respond, the better! 

For information on world wide social forums: 
www.forumsocialmundial.org : 
www.portoalegre2003.org 

The next European Social Forum happens in Paris, 
November of 2003: www.fse-esf.org ` 

‘New York City has held what they call a mini-fo- 
rum, this is a good website: 
www.nycsocialforum.org 

Thanks for your time, we hope to hear from you. 

- Rob / msocialforum @justice.com 


Dan, 

I am writing in regard to your article in the most 
recent issue of Profane Existence entitled “If you're go- 
ing to wave the freak flag, do it boldly!’ While | applaud 
the sentiment involved with the condemnation of punk 
being involved with MTV, Clear Channel and corporate 
sponsors, i must disagree with you on some of your other 
Statements. 

Correct me if I’m wrong here, but punk fashion, or 
the punk look, as your refer to it, is essentially symbol- 
ism. It’s the physical representation of your ideology. With- 
out the punk idealism, the symbols mean nothing. The 
problem with the fakes you meniion is that they have 
adopted the fashion without the idealism, a process that 
is rendering the symbols that you hold so dear increas- 
ingly meaningless. You refuse to tone down your punk 
look in the face of this problem, however, justifying this 
by asserting the legitimacy of your ideology. Once again, 
here, you're stressing the importance of the way you think. 
In your mind, the more true punk thinkers you can get 
under a mohawk, the better. 

| see things much differently. Consider this scenario: 
two sports team logos, identical, and yet one represents 
the sports team and one does not. Doesn’t make any 
sense, does it? The same sort of thing applies to a situa- 
tion in which | pair a true punk up with a fake, but both 
wearing the typical punk attire. The distinction exists only 
mentally, as the intellectual discrepancy is invisible. What 
I'm saying is, and | don’t mean to offend you here, | don’t 
think you “wearing your mohawk up” or “waving your freak 
flag’ is making any positive difference. It almost seems 
like an attempt at appeasing your own desire for a feeling 
of legitimacy. | could go as far as to say that by doing this, 
you're actually hurting the movement, not helping. 

One of my biggest problems with the punk move- 
ment is its strange emphasis on some kind of traditional- 
ism. In its way of thinking, dressing, and playing music, 
punk should constantly be moving forward, innovating, 
keeping power to shock, amaze, influence, and provoke 
thought-growing. But instead of this, we have more and 
more Hardcore bands, year after year, more and more 
leather jackets and spiked bracelets. For some reason, 
many seem to consider a certain type of dress or music 
to be essential to being a real punk. This to me seems 
like a direct contributor to many things detrimental to the 
movement: as punk continues to dwell too much in the 
past, anyone with a mind to play fast music or change 
their appearance can feel some kind of involvement with 
punk without having to make any kind of intellectual ef- 
fort. This leads to not only the fakes you addressed in 
your article, but also to the sorts of problems you ad- 
dressed in your “You Can’t circle the A in Apathy” article. 
A much better way to honor the punks that came before 
you would be to keep the movement going, and the only 
way to do this is with an infusion of new ideas, not tradi- 
tional fashion. | understand your desire to elevate the sta- 
tus of punks as visible members of the activist society, 
but | would first concentrate on their being members of 
the activist society at all, before worrying about visibility. 

Thanks for reading, | hope you will consider the 
things | have said. And | apologize for sending this letter 
so many weeks after the article’s publication. 

Sincerely, Joseph R. Nelson 


Hi Joseph! 
Youre taking my article a little more seriously than 
it was intended to be. | was basically an asserting that 


teal punks shouldn't feel obligated to give up their physi- | 


cal appearance simply because other dorks (er... poten- 
tal punks) are imitating it! —Dan 


Hey guys who make Profane Existence, 

lm writing you in the hopes that you could address 
some questions | have. I’m from North Carolina and, to 
me, it seems that y’all’s Midwest scene is completely on 
the other side of the east coast scene. From what | gather 
from your paper, the Minneapolis scene that y'all are a 
part of is more of the ultra political-anarchist-socially con- 
scious-Swedish dreadlocked crusty scene. While the vast 
majority of punks | run into on my side of the world are of 
the mohawk/skinhead scene. What bothers me about this 
is the lack of political awareness in the oi/skinhead scene. 
They all just bask in their anti-political stance. Also, what 
really fucking kills me is the sense of national pride and 
flag wearing nonsense the oi/skinhead kids are into. Some 
aspects of the oi/skinhead scene | like though, the whole 
honor and pride and working class deal really appeals to 
me but that is about all. | hang out with these types and 
go to oi shows because | like the music and knocking 
heads. But | wouldn’t say | am part of the scene. I’m more 
of a choking victim, INDK, the Dreggs squatter punk type 
guy. The only people | can think to blame for the current 
state of east coast oi are the Casualties (lousy fashion 
fascists). : 

| know, of course that there is a good solid anar- 
chist/crust scene here on the east coast but | only see 
these guys in DC in the black block crowd during pro- 
tests. | guess what | would like for you to do is to com- 
ment on your take of the current east coast scene and 
the Black Block kids. Lastly, it is my personal opinions 
that you all should do a big interview dealy with Leftover 
Crack. They are exactly what you should be looking for. 
They left Epitaph after being censored, they are overall 
the best punk band out now. 

Thanks again, Andrew 


Hey Andrew! 
Thanks for writing! There is indeed a ton of activity 


` occurring on the East Coast. It is my opinion that you 


have perhaps not yet found the part of the punk scene 
you are looking for. | would encourage you to start writing 
letters to people, get some pen pals, subscribe to zines, 

email folks, write to bands that seem to speak of the things 
you are interested in socially, politically and musically. 

Check out message boards online and start networking 
and communicating in a forum where you feel more 

aligned to other punks. | just attended Pointless Fest in 
Philly in the middle of August, as did about 600 other 
people trom all over the country, many of them active 
people trom the East Coast. | can guarantee you that 
there are awesome bands, distros, zines, collectives, 

groups all over the country, and would bet that you could 
have better access to them if you made an effort to get to 
know other punks that are invested in the same sorts of 
endeavors that you are interested in. | would encourage 
you to take a more active stance in your own community 

If you don't have access to the things you are interested 
in, change that! The best way to do that is to start meet- 
ing other people that share the same vision you do, and 
to work together to make a difference where you live. 

Start a food not bombs, an animal rights group, start trad- 
ing records with friends, write a zine, the options are end- 
less. Check out the Profane Message Board at and look 
for folks in your area. Good luck! 

cheers-Maygun 3 


Letters &u Local Stuff 


PAGE THREE PUNK! 


Hi Dan, 


I am sorry to bother you again, but I know you guys are a major figure in the whole anarcho- 
punk culture so | am asking for any possible help you could offer me. In cape town, where i live 
there is only me and a friend who have started a collective called, "Bliss Anarchist Collective" but 
we are finding it incredibly difficult to get hold of many other people with the same thoughts. We 
have spoken to all sorts of people young and old, we have pamphleted, demonstrated but nothing 
seems to work. In Johannesburg there is a bigger movement called Zabalaza and Bikisha Media 
collective, | don’t know if you have heard of them. We have friends who are in there and made 
contact with as many people as we can. We are also trying to form a band. We are in dire need of any 
help we can get because we have such a massive need for people like us to help out in our country 
and the only people we get through to are the homeless. We were under the apartheid system blah 
blah I’m sure you know all about that. Please, if there is anything you could do to help us out in 
anyway, even just some advice it would be greatly appreciated. Your brother in the fight for free- 


dom, Andrew (andrew3 @webmail.co.za) 


Andrew - Check out Maygun’s response to the other Andy’s letter! Thanks for your coniribution for 
page 3- we'll be sending a nice surprise in the mail!!! Keep those Page 3 Punx pics coming!!!! - Dan 


~~ Introduction tothe __. 


Minnesota Anarchist Collective} — 


The Midwest, and more specifically Minnesota, 
has a long history of anarchist organizations and re- 
sistance. The great anarchist provocateur Emma 
Goldman had traveled through Minnesota in 1911. 
First she traveled to Duluth, then to Saint Paul, and 
finally to Minneapolis. Along the way she spoke at 
meetings and met fellow anarchists and socialists that 
were tiring of the old party politics. When she was in 
Minneapolis she spoke at Nicollect and 7th Street at 
a place called McEleroy’s Hall. Emma wrote of a 
woman she met in Minneapolis, “Ruth justly says, all 
great art is anarchism, the freedom of expression. 
These young rebels have their own studio where they 
paint, dream, plan, and live on sandwiches and spa- 
ghetti in the most exquisite spirit of mutual helpful- 
ness and solidarity.” 

In the past twenty years we have seen many 
anarchist and workers collectives come and go but 
there has rarely been a moment where some anar- 
chist group did not exist. The Seward Café is one of 
the longest running workers collectives in North 
America. In the eighties there was RABL (Revolu- 
tionary Anarchist Bowling League), TCAF (Twin Cit- 
ies Anarchist Federation), ARA (Anti-Racist Action, 
which is still running today), the beginning of Pro- 
fane Existence, and The Emma Center (which was 
an anarchist community center that offered free day 
care, shows, books, and meeting space, and which 
sadly closed in the yearly nineties). In the late eight- 
ies we saw the beginning of the Love and Rage Fed- 
eration (which sadly ended in the mid nineties) that 
had started in Minneapolis. It could be argued that 
Love and Rage has been one of the most important 
anarchist collectives in the past thirty years in North 
America. 

Since 2000 the revolutionary spirit has still not 
been squashed. We have seen many anarchist zines 
come out and Profane Existence is still running 
strong. We have also seen other collectives emerge 
like The Daybreak Collective and RAMBL (which is 
the Revolutionary Activist Mother and Baby League). 
Also there are other workers collective that are newly 
emerging like the pizza collective and the beer col- 
lective. 

The Minnesota Anarchist Collective emerged 
on the advent of Gulf War 2 mainly due to the frustra- 
tion of the lack of presence of any real anarchist force. 
On day X the day after the war began there was a 
healthy anarchist Black Bloc that showed that there 
was siill a strong anarchist community within Minne- 
sota, but one day later any one would have had a 
hard time to see that there is any real solidarity left 
amongst the anarchist community. The anarchist 
community within Minnesota has become severely 
dived and destroyed by sectarianism. 


One of the aims of the Minnesota Anarchist Col- ` 
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-lective is to try and reconcile these sectarian divi- 


sions and try to help create a once again thriving 
anarchist community. We believe that most anar- 
chists have certain aims that we all agree on, which 
include destroying capitalism, racism, sexism, 
classism, heterosexism, and colonialism and to stop 
the destructive nature of being ruled by an elite mi- 
nority. We believe that we can come together 
around these issues and show a strong and unified 
anarchist community of resistance once again. The 
very nature of capitalism is an on going battle to 
suppress dissent amongst the working class and 
keep the rich in positions of power by any means 
necessary (including war) makes it that much more 
important and imminent that our resistance is strong 
and unified. 

Another aim of the Minnesota Anarchist Col- 
lective is to try to get the anarchist community out 
of the anarchist/activist ghetto. As anarchist we tend 
to come up with some of the most profound revolu- 
tionary arguments and critiques, but we only try to 
spread those ideas amongst each other. We need 
to try and win people over on to our side by talking 
about our ideas and also listening to their concerns. 
When we go to protest we need to bring anarchist 
literature to help spark these ideas. At work we 
need to talk to other coworkers about these ideas 
when the boss is cutting benefits and wages and 
hours (if one is scared of the repercussions drop 
off literature in the break room). We need to go 
and show support to people’s struggles where and 
when they manifest themselves. We need to write 
our concerns and feelings to more publications than 
just anarchist publications even if this includes the 
mainstream press. We must emphasize direct ac- 
tion instead of relying on politicians for political 
change. There are many more ways to reach out 
beyond our community, but we need to remember 
to show each other support and that we’re not alone. 

The war has died down a little and the current 
administration is drooling over themselves about 
what country to annex into their path of destruction. 
It is more important now that anarchists show to 
this once active anti-war critical mass that we need 
to fight for a real just and sustainable future. As 
long as the capitalist system and state democracy 
is in place these wars will be an on going battle. 
The Minnesota Anarchist Collective realize that the 
revolutionary spirit is alive and thriving as shown 
by recent historical events of Seattle 99 and the 
Critical Mass protests of Feb. 15, 2003. 

In solidarity and to the ongoing revolution, 

Minnesota Anarchist Collective 2003 
To Contact: Minnesota Anarchist Collective c/o Arise 
Bookstore / 2441 Lyndale Ave. S. / Mpls, MN. 55405 


ee N E E A E S 


As the “final cuts” are being made for this issue, the 
amount of content NOT making it in has grown larger 
than the entire magazine itself! It’s not that we’ve been 
receiving loads of crappy contributions—quite contrary 
indeed! As with the previous two issues, financial con- 
straints have kept us at 16 pages (granted, we’ve been 
able to add full color, but that’s just a drop in the bucket 
compared to additional pages!). This means hard deci- 
sions about what we want to include, as we sift through 
our own ideas, and those submitted by our contributors. 
| personally feel this issue contains the absolute bare 
minimum of what we can do in 16 pages and still main- 
tain focus on the wide array of topics that concern the 
international anarcho-punk community. 

The Black Bloc primer is an essential tactical piece 
and none of us have any regrets devoting a quarter of 
this issue to it. As a movement, tactical unity is abso- 
lutely necessary, but an all-too-often ignored subject. We 
had already planned to rewrite an old Black Bloc pam- 
phlet | wrote and published by PE more than decade 
ago, but we were pleased to team up with Crimethinc. 
ex-Workers Collective, when they offered to write a new 
one. We have hopes to team up with other folks for more 
in-depth primers in the future. 

Even so, this issue once again illustrates how much 
printing space is at a premium.: This could well be the 
first issue of PE since 1993 with no band interviews in it. 
There has also been a glaring lack of a respectable news 
section since issue #39! Where’s the scene reports? 
Artwork? Photographs? We just don’t have room for all 
of our regular features, with such a small space to work 
with. Like the last few issues, we have to cut a lot of 
material or defer it to the next one—like the continuation 
of our local collective interview series. As word is spread- 
ing that PE is back, the amount of people wanting to 
contribute content for the magazine is increasing. Un- 
fortunately, more and more efforts are going to go in vain 
unless something is done to change this situation. In the 
end, it all boils down to the same old thing... 

On our end, we're doing everything we can to raise 
money to keep this magazine published. We will resist 
reinstating the cover price only as a last-resort measure. 
Proceeds from the PE record label and distro are help- 
ing to cover the cost of printing and postage. These en- 
tities must be self-supporting too and are not in a posi- 
tion to completely underwrite such a hugely expensive 
magazine such as this. We are starting to organize ben- 
efit concerts in Minneapolis for the magazine and these 
should help too (PE benefit in your town - good idea!). 

However, it will take much more than this for PE to 
reach is true potential. Here’s how you can help: Ads - 
we love ‘em and need more! These are the biggest single 
source of revenue for PE magazine and an increase in 
ads will dramatically increase in the magazine’s size. If 
you send a record to review - why not take out an ad 
once in a while? After all, there’s not going to be a whole 
lot of reviews published when we can’t afford to print the 
magazine! _ Subscriptions - keep ‘em coming too! You'll 
be the first on your block to receive the new issue if you 
take out a subscription - guaranteed! All subscriptions 
are sent via fast mail (First Class / Airmail) and will beat 
any bulk bundles by days or weeks. These are a big help 
when it comes to raising cash for postage and printing. 
Since the last issue, we have received 44 new subscrip- 
tions! That rocks! Lastly, special thanks to the people 
who sent financial donations, either for bulk bundle post- 
age, or just because you want to help keep this thing 
going. - Of course, please keep those coming too! 

Profane Existence is truly remarkable in that we 
distributed 20,000 copies, free-of-charge world wide (bulk 
bundles are currently being sent to more than 35 coun- 
tries, and on all continents, save Antarctica). We are a 
focus point for an international movement and one of the 
few tangible anarcho-punk resources available world- 
wide. We have committed to keep this up on our end - 
please help us with your continued support! Thanks! 

lll write about something else next time... space 
permitting! 


So Bush is at it again. While he’s got everyone distracted 
with the latest gossip of what has happened to Saddam 
Hussein's sons or bodyguards, Bush is working to fur- 
ther his conservative religious agenda by defining mar- 
riage as a bond based solely between a man and a 
woman. 

According the Associated Press President George 
Bush has announced that he has government lawyers 
working on a law that would formally define marriage as 
a union between a woman and a man, posing a potential 
amendment to the constitution that would thus make gay 
marriage illegal in the United States. This is disappoint- 
ing news after seemingly positive events of our very re- 
cent history. Just this past month, the Supreme Court 
struck down the Texas law that banned homosexual sex, 
declaring that it was unconstitutional. Gay marriage is 
now legal in Canada. | thought we were heading in the 
right direction. 

Bush’s opinions on gay marriage aren’t surpris- 
ing. He has been a vocal opponent to gay marriage, adop- 
tion, even homosexuals in the fucking boy scouts, long 
before he came to be the president of the United States. 
He has always been a conservative homophobic man. 
This is ballsy, though, even for him. He wants to make it 
official: A marriage MUST be between a man and a 
woman. 

What about people who don’t identify with this tra- 
ditional notion of what a relationship is supposed to be 
as defined by the Christian church? What about people 
that want to spend their lives with a member of the same 
sex? Or with multiple partners? Or people who don’t want 
to get married at all? Why is this anyone’s business in 
the first place? 

My main opposition to marriage is that | don’t think 
the country | live in should have any say or interest in my 
personal relationships with other people. Why confuse 
love and a commitment to another person with the state? 
My feelings for another person, or people, have nothing 
to do with government. | refuse to register my sex life. | 
am opposed to documenting my feelings to strangers so 
that | can get a piece of paper that tells me | am in love 
with someone. But! ao feel that if people want to make 
this commitment, they should be allowed to do SO, re- 
gardless of gender. 

And whai’s next? Arranged marriages? Maybe | 
shouldn't have a say about my partner at all! Why stop at 
gender? Just pick them out for me, I’ll settle down, pop a 
few out, quit my job, make my man dinner, and live hap- 
pily ever after as a frumpy housewife in the suburbs liv- 
ing with a man I am not attracted to or interested in. 

| don’t fucking think so. 

| honestly don’t think Bush understands is that not 
everyone lives under the delusion that we are living our 
lives for God. | am not waiting for my spot in some after- 
life. And most definitely not if | have to share it with him. 

I wonder where this stops. | mean, how far can 
you push things before the general public declares that 
they have had enough? Our privacy has been violated 


_with the introduction of the patriot act and the events 


following 9/11, people cringe in fear at the mention of 
terrorist activities, we have a president we didn’t elect 
fighting a war we told him we didn’t want to fight, our 
economy is in shambles, the world is laughing at us, if 
they have the sense of humor left to not just merely hate 
us, and now Bush is working out a plan that would deter- 
mine who could or couldn't legally bed down at the end 
of a long day to try to enjoy a small piece of this life in 
this country he has worked so hard to ruin. 

it's sad. Really, it is just baffling to me that this 
man has been given this much freedom to take away the 
freedoms of so many others. | sit and wonder how it has 
gotten this far. How he can make comments about 
individual’s rights and freedoms, and nothing is done 
about it. How he can take away those freedoms simply 
because he does not believe it should be that way. How 
he can declare that his decision is the one that will take 
effect, whether or not the general public agrees, because 
he is the one in charge. This man is on one hell of a 
power trip, and he will stop at nothing to ensure that his 
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beliefs and opinions are the only ones allowed. 

Exit personal freedoms, equality, separation of 
church and state, and tolerance and respect for diver- 
sity. Enter conservative, religious, homophobic, blindly 
patriotic, dictatorial rules and regulations. 

A shout out, for lack of a better word, to a couple 
folks who left this earth way too early. To my mother, 
who took her own life at the age of 49 on July 28, 1998. 
And to Moldy Ramone, who suffered for far too long and 
did not deserve the pain he had to endure, who lost his 
long battle with cancer on July 27, 2008. This has been 
a sad, reflective time for me. My thoughts are with both 
of them and the people who mourn for them. Cheers to 
my mom, and to Moldy-you are both most definitely 
missed. 

maygun @ mail.com 


I had a good time at the 14th annual punx picnic here in 
Minneapolis. There must have been 200 punks in the 
park. | kept thinking to myself though. how come we never 
get this many people coming out to punk shows?For the 
past few years Minneapolis has been a very difficult place 
to set up DIY punk shows. In the 80s clubs like the 7th 
St. Entry and Goofys catered to the new punk/hardcore 
scene and outside that the Garage Productions collec- 
tive set up shows at Whittier Park. There were also shows 
at the Big House and other house parties. This pattern 
began to unravel when the 80s HC scene started to fade 
away into grunge, metal and rock and the new hardcore/ 
punk scene emerged. The late 80s early 90s scene was 
heavily focused on the 7th st. Entry Sunday Matinee. 
When First Avenue decided to stop doing all ages shows 
in the early 90s the Sonic Warp Collective formed and 
started promoting all ages punk shows renting out the 
Heart of the Beast Puppet Theatre. After a good run of 
shows the shooting at the Oi Polloi show pretty much 
brought this to a halt. Things went really underground for 
a while, but the Emma Center, Speedboat, Whole and of 
course lots of basement/house shows filled the gap. Any- 
one who was around in those days can remember now 
legendary bands like Crudos and Drop Dead playing to 
like 10 or 20 kids in a basement. 

When the scene got going again here in the. mid 
90s there was a big rush of enthusiasm for punk after 
the opening of Extreme Noise. Out of this enthusiasm 
emerged a more confident, active and connected group 
of kids eager to set up DIY all ages shows. The result 
was a collective that opened the Studio of the Stars on 
the west bank and set up dozens of basement shows. 
After the Studio of the Stars was shut down by the city 
(due to complaints about noise and drinking) myself and 
others set up the Bombshelter. This basement punk club 
hosted some preity rad shows in its run. However, | 


started to get really burned out with booking shows. | got — 


really frustrated with having to shake down kids at the 
door for money, breaking up fights, mopping up puke 
and trying to keep people from drinking in front of the 
venue. After the Gauze and Halloween 98 shows | fig- 
ured I'd gone as far as | good in DIY booking and hung 
up my hat. | was so bitter and jaded'l didn’t even want to 
go to shows any more. Luckily some members of the PE 
collective took over and started the Bombshelter back 
up again. This ended in tragedy though with the Police 
Riot that left the Bombshelter closed and many local 
punks beaten and jailed. Shows moved underground 
again to the basement of Extreme Noise, and house 
shows. Then more local punk/activists started the Insur- 
rection Center which was more of a community center 
space than show space but still hosted some wicked 
shows until it closed. 

Since the closing of the Insurrection Center there 
hasn’t been a true DIY punk venue in Minneapolis. A town 
that could probably support one. | had pretty much 


washed my hands of booking until | went on tour with DS 
13 and Vitamin X and traveled across America from Sea 
to Shining Sea and saw how much other scenes had 
their shit together. Places like Mr. Roboto Collective, ABC - 
No Rio, and Gilman St. really made me think that our 
scene was lagging behind and that all it took was people 
to get fired up and get their shit in gear and we could 
have our own DIY show space. In the summer of 2000 a 
lot of bands had to skip Minneapolis on tour because 
there were just no places to play. The day after I got 
home from the DS 13 tour | was'walking down the block 
to get some Mountain Dew and saw a space for rent 
sign in a small local art gallery. | started asking around 
and found that there was an artists collective trying to 
put together enough people to rent out this vacant art 
gallery. The space was in the hood just around the cor- 
ner from the old Bombshelter and not the likely place for 
neighbors of cops to complain. | put money down on the 
space and quickly put the word out to organize a new 
show collective. 

Out of this rush of activity the Independent Music 
Foundation was formed. This group aims to book all ages 
DIY shows with the goal of eventually opening our own 
all ages DIY punk venue in Minneapolis. You can read 
more about the IMF and its mission, check out flyers from 
old shows and read about upcoming shows at http:// 
www.nosmallcompass.com/imf.html There was an initial 
honeymoon period in which lots of bands played the new 
space (Babylon art and cultural center) and lots of people 
were involved in the collective. However, after almost 
two years numerous problems, conflicts and disputes 
have emerged. I’m going to run through some of the is- 
sues and responses to try to help people get a better 
understanding of some of the issues involved in all ages 
DIY show booking. 

When the IMF started it was composed of a very 
broad cross section of people from the scene into all kinds 
of different punk/hardcore music. Some of these people 
drifted away. Others got angry at the way things were 
going and quit. At this point our collective has narrowed 
its focus to a few subgenres of punk for a number of 
reasons. First and foremost is staffing the shows and the 
tastes of the collective members. Most of the people on 
the collective are hardcore kids, with a few people into 
street punk, indie/emo type stuff and more garagey punk, 
plus a little bit of METAL. Our collective does pretty good 
with hardcore bands with a big all ages draw. Our limita- 
tions are quickly reached when we branch out into more 
traditional punk rock, crust and am rep type noise rock. 
The hall we normally do shows at sounds like shit and is 
drug and alcohol free.“ Despite having a pretty decent 
PA, the fact that the hall is used most of the time as an 
art gallery means we cannot add any sort of permanent 
sound attenuation to improve the room’s acoustics. Also, 
it has been the policy of our collective from day one that 
our shows would be all ages, drug, alcohol and violence 
free. Our reasoning being that there are already plenty 
of places to see bands where drugs and alcohol and fight- 
ing are the norm. We wanted to create an alternative to 
the mainstream commercial youth culture where people 
could unite around the music in a safe non-discrimina- 
tory environment. In the past the police have always used 
underage drinking as the pretext to shut down venues, 
and the fights that have gotten clubs shut down were 
always alcohol related. However, a significant segment 
of the scene finds punk music and alcohol inseparable. 
While most people have showed respect and not brought 
booze into the venue, or at the least been very diser 
about it, others went out of their way to o show disre ana 
to our policies by bringing in booze. Very quickly volun- 
teers quit signing up to staff shows that drew a drinking 


«crowd. No one likes being a cop and telling people who 


should know better to follow the rules. After a few months 
a lot of the staff from the punk end of the scene defected 
from the collective and the remaining (mostly hardcore) 
staff became less.and less interested in booking shows 
that would require a lot of onerous volunteer time. | tried 
to address some of the biggest complaints (poor sound, 
bad location, no drinking) by moving some shows to the 
Red Sea Bar (Kylesa, From Ashes Rise) but a lot of 
people complained about that place too. The other big 
complaint is that our collective has a nobody rides for 
free policy at the door. A significant segment of the scene 
is used to getting into shows for free. This leads to a lot 
of frustration arguing with people who want to get in free 


and then having to deal with bumrushers and gatecrash- 


ers intent on getting in free no matter what the cost. Once 
again, no one likes to volunteer for a show where you 
spend half the night throwing people out and trying to 
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shake down the anklebiters at the door. | learned a long 
_ time ago that the best way to get into shows for free was 
to start setting up shows yourself or to start a band. 

Since this point most punk and crust shows have 
moved into either basement house parties or bar shows. 
The IMF collective has survived fine and still does quite 
a few shows but is very selective about the shows it takes 
on, passing on a lot more shows than it books. Our long- 
term goal is still to open a legit all ages club like Gilman 
St. or ABC No Rio that has all the permits, license, and 
other bullshit required by the city so the cops can’t shut it 
down and it will remain a permanent fixture for the local 
DIY all ages scene. However, that point is still a long 
way off. Since we started, the Triple Rock has built a 
new show room and is interested in doing some all ages 
shows. However, the economics of this place dictate that 
it is not cost effective to do shows that draw less than 
100 people. And there are a very many shows these days 
that draw less than 100 people. 

Which brings me to this, our scene needs a new 
show space that will meet the demands of the local punk 
and crust scene. Peoples biggest complaints about the 
Babylon are the poor sound, no drinking policy, location 
in a bad neighborhood and high door price. | won’t argue 
that those aren’t all legitimate complaints. | think it’s time 
for the local scene to get organized and open another 

. Bombshelter/Insurrection Center type punk show space 
that will go at least some way to address these com- 
plaints. | personally would like to see the Profane Exist- 
ence Collective show some leadership [Sorry, leadership 
cuts into my drinking time -ed.] and be an umbrella orga- 
nization to get some new blood active in show booking. 
The zine has a wide local circulation and the message 
board gets lots of locals looking at it. | think these chan- 
nels of communication could be utilized to get people 
together and start booking more shows as a complement 
to the shows already being booked by the IMF. Fact is 
there has to be a DIY alternative to shows that are too 
big to hold in someone’s basement and not big enough 
for the Triple Rock. Indeed, so few people are interested 
in doing basement shows right now such a space would 
pretty much have to take on all the shows drawing less 
than 100 people. | still think that in the next few years the 
whole scene could pull together to establish a perma- 
nent all ages venue, but | would hate to see another year 
or two of bands skipping the Twin Cities on tour and lo- 
cal bands reduced to playing bars and basements limit- 
ing their audience. | don’t personally think 21 over shows 


are very DIY and | would hate to see Minneapolis turn_ 


into a bar punk scene where younger kids can’t see bands 
and the message of the music gets totally overwhelmed 
by the consumerist aspect of such shows. 

Therefore I would issue this invitation to everyone 
who wanis to see true DIY punk and crust shows in the 
TC. It’s time to get organized and start the ball rolling. 
And this challenge, to those who don’t like the way shows 
are being set up currently, it’s time to get organized and 
set up shows the way you think they ought to be done. 
Havoc Records / www.hayocrex.com P.O.Box 8585, Min- 
neapolis, MN 55408 USA 


dordanMenzies _ 


We have created an insular world for ourselves, imitat- 
ing the xenophobia that is evident in the societies around 
us. Living out our lives in ghettoes of our own creation, 
we narrow our definition of what community means to 
us: What has come to constitute our community? Is it 
limited to our family and friends? Does it extend to our 
co-workers? Even as far as those who live in our neigh- 
borhoods? Does it include the organizations we join and 
take part in? Or even further to include the small towns 
or even cities we inhabit? How about the countries in 
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which we live in? We live in a world of attention spans 
that last no longer than until the next commercial, where 
cooperation and friendship is based more heavily on 
geography than actual understanding of our fellow hu- 
man. lf we never develop the ideal of global community, 
if it is never taught to us, war, suffering, pain and conflict 
is inevitable. (The current occupation of Iraq could well 
be considered as the result of xenophobia, although this 
is only one aspect of the issue.) 

In Western nations, economics, geography largely 
dictates our communities. For some, who attempt to 
break from traditional communities, that same trait (which 
could be labelled rebellion) becomes the common factor 
in the creation of new communities. We go to shows 
with people who like the same music or the same scene 
as us. We take part in activities that reflect a certain 
interest from the participants, whether these events are 
political or not. Geographic identities are both a bless- 
ing, and a curse; religion has until recently (the last 400 
years or so) has been a very geographic dependent phe- 
nomenon. Our common interests bind us together, but 
unfortunately usually at the expense of those who are 
not part of our communities. Practically speaking, our 
definition of community always seems to celebrate ex- 
clusion rather than welcoming others into our groups. 
The current punk scene is still an example of this prob- 
lem, even though we, as a group, should be well past 
this issue. How many times does a young person come 
to a show only to be mocked for not looking punk,, not 
sharing the same enlightened, ideals (vegetarianism, left 
leaning politics, etc), or generally not fitting in with the 
misfits? How does this xenophobic attitude serve to fur- 
ther any of the ideals the punk scene has claimed as its 
goals? Of course, there are many more incidents where 
a non-punk is not excluded at shows, but the fact that 
exclusion/cliques do exist shows that to some extent, 
the punk scene imitates the xenophobia displayed by 
society at large. If someone attends a show, would it not 
be better to allow that person to experience what most 
punks seem to go to DIY gigs for? Afun time, free from 
harassment, free from the bullshit of everyday life, no 
reliance upon outside authorities, no judgement and at 
the same time, access to (new) ideas, music and lifestyle. 
But we still get caught up in our petty bullshit and elitism: 

As punks, we like to think that we challenge the 
mainstream, with our ideas (anarchism and vegetarian- 
ism being two examples), and our actions (cooperative 
organizations, record labels, bands, demonstrations, etc). 
We will accomplish nothing if we do not break free from 
the exclusionary attitudes that have been indoctrinated 
in us by the state/religion/society since birth. Am | sug- 
gesting we all start listening to dance music and handing 
out leaflets at Garth Brooks'00 shows, hoping we can 
change the world by reaching, his audience? Fuck that. 
But if we start to work more closely with other organiza- 
tions, while AT THE SAME TIME retain our proud to be 
punk, individuality, then we will get farther than we have 
in the past. Wear your Mohawk and do not cover up 
your identity, but give an explanation of your ideals (and 
put them into practice) when given the chance. People 
will continue to be surprised that young scruffy danger- 
ous-looking punk is a vegetarian who volunteers at the 
homeless shelter and passes out free food at demon- 
strations. In our society, people are taught not to give 
others a chance, so if we hope to change anything, we’d 
better be ready to give others a chance. Living by ex- 
ample takes a huge amount of effort, but if we cannot 
put our ideals into practice, then we have failed. This 
was not intended to come across as a condemnation of 
the DIY punk scene, but more along the lines of con- 
structive criticism. The DIY punk community is truly re- 
markable in every aspect, from worldwide communica- 
tion, commerce, political action, bands, tours, etc. etc. 

| am not suggesting that we allow the punk com- 
munity to be co-opted (any more than it has become) by 
the mainstream, or become watered down. The interna- 
tional DIY scene has accomplished much, but of course 
has many goals and struggles ahead of itself. By limit- 
ing ourselves we are only doing harm to the entire com- 
munity. Many punks, for example, largely scorn involve- 
ment with organizations run by hippies,. But if those dirty 
hippies actually have the ability to accomplish a goal that 
the two communities have in common, then what is the 
problem? We just cannot give in to the institutionalized 
xenophobia that is so pervasive in our world, on a per- 
sonal level and a political level. We must use as many 
tools as are available to us. But above all, we must do 
something and not give in to the recent disturbing trend 
in punk, Apathy. 


Ok, a few other things I'd like to mention. First, 
access to independent or alternate media sources is es- 
sential in these troubled times, especially if we hope to 
back up our arguments with credible sources. 
www.indymedia.org provides worldwide coverage of 
events you will not hear about in mainstreamemedia. The 
organization certainly has an agenda (one most anarcho/ 
lefties will agree with), and they do act on their ideals. 
The Guardian Unlimited (UK) is a good source for inter- 
national news with investigative reports, similar to the 
BBC news. One of the Guardian journalists, Robert Fisk, 
is a well known and highly respected for his questioning 
of sources and stories that other journalists do not hesi- 
tate to report as fact. Another great source for news is 
www.truthout.org. By signing up to their email list, you 
will receive an email every second day or so, filled with 
international reports (from Reuters, AP, BBC, etc), which, 
as expected, are left out of CNN, and other mainstream 
media reports. Keep yourself informed! 

Also, | find myself having to be very picky as to 
what records | choose to buy lately. There are so many 
fucking great bands and records around today that it has 
become impossible to keep my record buying under con- 
trol. Provoked, Consume, Paintbox, DSB, From Ashes 
Rise and Nailbiter to name a few excellent bands, and 
all the amazing discographies being released as well (Se- 
dition, Cress, Coche Bomba, etc). Japan has been pump- 
ing out so many excellent records recently that it’s im- 
possible to choose which records to buy. And the older 
Japanese HC records seem to be getting the reissue 
treatment as well; all the Death Side, Lip Cream, Stalin 
and early Gauze records have been re-released on CD. 
Now if someone would just reissue all the early 80,s UK 
anarcho/peacepunk records we,d be set. 

Feel free to communicate, you can reach me at 
thewesiwinde @ hotmail.com 


Adrienne Droogas 


This Is Not A Love Song. 

| love smoking cigarettes. I've been smoking since 
| was thirteen years old and now, 22 years later, smoking 
has become an integral part of my life. There's ritual in- 
volved with smoking. Favorite times and locations, my 
favorite brand, the special lighter given to me as a gift. 
Before writing this column, | sat out on my stoop with my 
dog Norton and had a quick smoke, watching the cars 
go by as the cigarette smoke quickly evaporated in the 
wind. | even have a little game that | play whenever | 
smoke on my front steps. When my cigarette is down to 
the filter, | pinch it between my thumb and middle finger 
and flick it out towards the street. My goal is to make my 


cigarette hit the street, not the sidewalk. Depending on . 


how strong the wind is and how good my aim is, | can 
usually make it. One of my favorite times to smoke is 
when l'm driving. Driving makes me nervous and to help 
calm myself down, I'll smoke cigarette after cigarette as 
| cruise through the streets or on the freeways. Just writ- 
ing these words is filling me with the urge to go back out 
to my front yard and smoke another one because I'm an 
addict. | am addicted to cigarettes. This column isn't go- 
ing to be a long, anti-smoking rant from someone who 
has never felt the pleasure of smoking. | read shit like 
that and | get mad because it's someone who obviously 
doesn't understand. They don't understand the need, the 
increasing pressure, the desire. | can still smell the ciga- 
rette smoke on my fingers, I can'still taste it, there's nico- 
tine currently pumping through my system, and it only 
makes me want more. 

I've spent days, months, even years not smoking. 
Whenever Spitboy would go on tour or be recording, | 
would stop smoking a month or two ahead of time be- 
cause | knew | wouldn't be able to record an album or 
sing every single night for weeks while on tour if | was 
smoking. My voice would always go out if | was smoking 
heavily and trying to sing. Anytime I've ever been on birth 
control pills, I've always quit smoking. | also spent years 
not smoking when I was in a relationship with someone 
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who was adamantly against smoking. They disliked hug- 
ging me if | smelled like cigarettes and didn't enjoy kiss- 
ing me if | tasted like smoke and so with their support, | 
quit for a very long time. But it didn't mean that the addic- 
tion went away. During any of the periods when I've quit, 
there was always this nagging part of me that felt a loss. 
As if something was missing from my life. I'd be around 
people who were smoking and I'd feel a yearning, a cer- 
tain emptiness. | longed to have cigarette smoking back 
in my life. It's because I'm addicted. Even Philip Morris, 
one of the major manufacturers of cigarettes, has finally 
had to come clean and create a web page about ciga- 
rette addiction, where they finally had to be honest and 
start printing information like this: 

"A smoker who makes a serious attempt to stop 
smoking has a less than 5% chance of being off ciga- 
rettes a year later." á 

"Almost half the smokers who undergo surgery for 
lung cancer resume smoking." ; 

"Even after smokers have had their larynxes re- 
moved, 40% try smoking again." 

l read statistics like this and | think that | would 
never be that person. | would never continue smoking if 
| found out | had lung cancer or if | had body parts re- 
moved due to cancer. But who am | kidding? It would be 
ignorant and naive of me to think that | am not well on 
the road to lung cancer already, and yet | still can't stop. 

l intended to write this column with statistics and 
facts about cigarettes. | went on line and did so much 
research about how quickly nicotine becomes 
addictive, the carbon monoxide that is in cigarettes and 
how dangerous it is to our bodies, about the tar found in 
cigarettes. | took pages of notes about cancer, about 
smoking while pregnant, about the horrifying effects of 
second hand smoke. | wanted to get angry at my addic- 
tion, enraged over the lies that were told for so long re- 
garding smoking, share about my own personal experi- 
ence and conclude with a passionate anti-smoking dec- 
laration. | wanted to do all of that, but | can't. Not be- 
cause I've given up and accepted the fact that | will al- 
ways be asmoker. | still hold tightly to my dream of some- 
day quitting for good. The reason I'm not going to go on 
a huge anti-smoking rant is because like any addiction, 
no amount of information, statistics, facts, photos of black- 
ened lungs, or deaths will make someone quit until they 
are ready to quit. This column isn't an anti-smoking rant, 
but don't think that it's a love song either. 

peace/equality, Adrienne 

buffypugs @ hotmail.com 
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_ | work from 8 to 3 at a job that “makes sure the 
bills get paid.” Afterwards, | am usually in a rush to do 
my thang, which today consisted of mixing songs for 
my new album. That’s no small feat, especially after 
working for hours in a hot, sweaty kitchen. At some 
point in my day, | make time to drop by my house... and 


there, in my yard, is the landlady’s son digging a hole — PEAR 


near the entrance to my driveway. | walk up and lay a 
cordial, “What’s up?” on the man, who happens to be 
named “Bubba.” 

He looks over at me at me and with a slow 
Southern drawl, he says, “Puttin’ up a sign.” 

l look in the back of his pick-up truck and notice 
the 8 foot by 4foot sign which reads “Haley Barbour for 
Governor’ (...1 know how big it is because | just took a 
break from writing this and went outside and measured 
it to be sure). That's eight feet by four feet, which is 
basically a small billboard, and requires three deep 
holes to be dug for three posts that will hold up an eight 
feet by four feet piece of plastic through the hard, 
tornadic thunderstorms of the lower Mississippi River 
valley. 

“You're gonna put that sign in my yard?” | asked. 

“Yeah,” he said. “You got a problem with this?” 

Intrigued, | thought for a second and decided to 
stump him. “I don’t know anything about Haley 
Barbour.” All | needed to know was that Haley Barbour 
is the rich Republican candidate running for Governor 
of Mississippi. 
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He paused and replied, “Neither do 1.7 

Dumbfounded, | ask, “So, why are you putting this 
sign in my yard?” | really wanted know. 

“He is a friend of my wife,” Bubba said. 

“Really!?!” 

l'stormed off and got in my van and drove far, far 
away. | had to. | was about to say something that was 
going to get me kicked out of this rental house. And | 
didn’t want to get kicked out. This is the best house 
I've lived in. There’s plenty of space and ! can do what 
ever | want, when | want to do it. Its not the most 
expensive place, but it isn’t a dump either. 

Plus, there is a precedent for this situation, which 
has haunted me for a long time. 

About seven years ago, | lived in an old home in 
Mississippi that rented rooms to young people. The 
“Big House,” as it was known, was built before the Civil 
War, and is only one of five houses in my town that was 
not burned down by the Yankees. For over a hundred 
years, the owners came and went. By the end of the 
1980's, the Big House was a shithole owned by the 
most notorious slumlord in town. 

It is a minor mansion, really, and there were total 
ten bedrooms on the estate, each one individually 
rented, with a kitchen and den as community rooms. 
All kinds of different Southern punks, hippies, rockers, 
and students had lived in that house at one time or 
another, and there had been legendary DIY shows 
there. The house was in a state of disrepair and, of 
course, nobody was going to fix it, especially not this 
cheap-ass landlord. The entire town was thrown for a 
loop when some rich dude bought the house in 1995, 
while | was living there, with the intention of cleaning 
up the place and returning it to its “Southern Charm.” 

The new landlord told us he would honor our lease 
with the previous owner. In my case, | had several 
months to fulfill myscontract. He told us he was going 
to begin repairing the house and hoped to one-day to 
live in it. | pretty much ignored him and went about my 
life — playing shows and being obnoxious. 

| came home one day with my friend Brad who 
lived downstairs. Brad and | were two punks letting 
loose in the South, and we didn’t give a fuck! Sure, we 
noticed the place was changing but we totally blew if 
off. We had no idea that the free-form, do-anything 
attitude that had graced the house for so many years 
before us, was about to come to an end. 

There, gracing the sidewalk in front of our house, 
we saw the signs placed by our landlord. He was a 
proud Republican and wanted the town to know. I don’t 
even remember who it was he was supporting, but it 


didn’t matter, without hesitating, Brad and | pulled the ~ 


signs out of the yard. We paid money for our space 
and nobody was gonna tell us who to support. -We 
decided to retaliate, and we replaced his signs with a 
message of our own. 

We ripped the cardboard of his posts and flipped 
them over. With a gigantic Sharpee, we typeset our 
words. The first sign read, “NO MATTER WHO WINS, 
YOU LOSE!” The other said “VOTE RAW COOTER 
OR ELSE!” We stapled them back to the posts, returned 
them to their place in the yard, went inside and pretty 
much forgot about it. | mean, who the hell was he $ 
put that political garbage in our yard?! 

We were listening to some records when | glanced 
out the window and noticed the landlord rushing over 
to our signs and ripping them out of the ground. He 
was pissed and then he came storming towards the 
house. yi 
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“Oh shit! Here comes the landlord!” | exceeds 


Brad and | turned off the music and bolted for the 
bathroom. 

The landlord flung open the front door and came 
straight for Brad’s room. We were well known for 
creating chaos, and the cops came by quite often when 
we disturbed the public. The landlord knew exactly who 
to confront first. 

Boom! Boom! Boom! Boom! Boom! He beat hard 
on Brad’s door. Boom! Boom! Boom! Boom! Boom! We 
didn’t make a sound, but our hearts were thumping 
wildly. Maybe he would think we weren’t there: We 
heard his footsteps march across the hardwood floors 
towards our drummer Mike’s room. Mike had been 
asleep all afternoon and didn’t know anything about the 
signs. 

You could hear everything in that house. The 
walls were thin. You could listen to the punk-next-door’s 
record collection through those walls, or you would stay 
up all night listening to hippies screw in the next room 
over. You heard every flush in the building and every 
drunken stupor. It was a lot like the British TV show, 
the Young Ones, except only personified with a 
Southern accent. 

Boom! Boom! Boom! Boom! Boom! Mike’s door 
had to buckle under the fist of the owner. He slowly 
stumbled out of his bed and opened the door. 

The landlord immediately started yelling, “Do you 
know who did this?” 

“Uh... did what?” awakened Mike. ~ 

“Do you know what this means?” barked the old 
man, “Raw cooter means raw pussy!” 

“Uh... no | didn’t know that,” yawned Mike. “I don’t 
know what you're talking about.” Mike slowly warmed 
up to the situation as he studied our handiwork. x 

“Where is the guy that lives upstairs and the guy 
with the blue car?” The landlord was talking about Brad 
and me. 

“I don’t know. I’ve been asleep. | work at night.” 
The landlord stormed off in a huff and let Mike alone. 
Brad and | laughed our asses off. Those signs had 
been on the sidewalk of one of the busiest intersections 


_ in town most of the day and they were c/ear/yvisible. 


Our victory was short. The switching of the 
landlord's political signs with our own was one of several 
reasons we were kicked out of the house. That, plus 
the victory celebration, which included punk bands and 
a massive bottle rocket war... inside the house! The 
next day the landlord nailed an eviction notice to my 
door as he stepped over beer cans, passed out drifters, 
and exploded fireworks. All the other tenants got their 
eviction notices soon after me. 

| didn’t feel bad for getting kicked out or for getting 
anyone else kicked out. That rat’s nest was just fine as 
long as the landlord didn’t meddle, but he was getting 
nosier and annoying, and we were getting noisier and 
more obnoxious, and the situation had come to ahead. 

Which is exactly unlike my situation now. 

Brad moved off some time ago, and he now plays 
guitar in the band From Ashes Rise. Butironically, Mike 
and | are renting this new house together which is the 
first time we've lived together since the Big House days. 

But this house is different. | have stability. 
Privacy. I can be as loud as | want, or so can my 
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drumming roommate and we won't disturb each other 
or our neighbors. We are in town, but nobody notices. 
We can walk, ride, or cycle wherever we want. Did I 
mention the rent ain’t half-bad? And the landlord has 
totally left us alone for the last ten months. Not one 
visit (knock on wood), except for this damn Haley 
Barbour for governor sign she had her son put up this 
week. 

l thought about all this as | drove away from 
“Bubba”, as my landlord’s son is known. And no, I’m 
not kidding about his name. He really is named “Bubba.” 

_ _ 'mgonna respect my landlady and her rights just 
enough to not get kicked out of here. That means I’m 
not gonna deface her sign. But, tomorrow I’m going to 


- put up my own sign that says “NOBODY FOR 


NOTHING!” - I suppose she has right to her opinion, 
but if she’s got a problem with me expressing my opinion 
on the soil of a house, which is paid for by my hard 
earned, sweaty-ass kitchen job, then fuck her. | don’t 
want to live here either. 


“And we tell ourselves again and again, find meaning in 
flames, | can make it through this day, if | can see one 
beautiful thing”- Submission Hold 


It was summertime last year, an amazingly clear 
and humid July midday. We were floating lazily down the 
river in a canoe. | was pilot, but not much of one, as | 
dipped my canvas boots in the water, soaking up the 
sun on my face and the cool stream on my legs. He sat 
behind me, the back steer, pointing out every turtle that 
perched on tilted logs. Snappers as big and as flat as 
plates. 


We had 8 canoes in total that day, with a 12 mile ` 


stretch ahead on this curvaceous, beautiful river. An army 
of funny looking, pasty white, restaurant cooks from the 
city, with more beer on hand than food. And with more 
black clothing and tattoos that this river had seen ina 
while, we were living our own personal pirate fantasies. 

It had been almost a decade since | had been on 
the water man-powering a boat. Too long to remember 
the simplicity and ironically, the sheer complication of the 
open waters. Succumbing to the current, letting it glide 
us along, and suddenly fighting it with muscle and oar so 
as not to follow it straight into a tree. Like | have heard 
once before of things larger and greater than human: 
learn to fear and respect it. It holds true of many chal- 
lenges in our lives as we find ourselves mistakenly invin- 
cible. And funny enough, those who | saw looking to con- 
quer the waters, were ultimately the first ones to tip. 

8 | will admit that the fear was there for me. Canoe- 
ing is definitely not rocket science but it took me a while 
to embrace the personality of the river. My partner, who 
had grown up on boats on the mammoth Ohio, tried to 
reassure me. He was calm as can be every time we 
seemed to be heading for a tree jutting out of the water. 
As menacing as it seemed to me at the time, he would 
quietly paddle in the opposite direction and | would clip 
my mouth as we passed the minute obstacle along the 
way. 

We jetted out a mile or so in front of our friends to 
embrace the quiet of our surroundings. Along the way 
we heard rustling on the North bank and found a-small 
herd of cattle coming to the waters to drink. With our 
jaws dropped at the surprise of the encounter, we back- 
paddled to watch these magnificent animals a spell. They 
dipped their hooves into the water until they were all 
standing in the middle of a shallow part of the river. We 
sat in silence a mere few feet away watching them as 
they watched us. Calves stood clumsily next to their 
sturdy mothers in the current, curiosity as our eyes met. 
Our chest swelled as they splashed slowly across from 
North to South, trudging up the opposite embankment. | 
knew what my partner was thinking, as | became re-in- 
spired as to why | believe these amazing creatures are a 
million times more than just products at a grocery store. 
Somehow, naively, we hoped they would realize this as 
my partner whispered, “We don’t eat you.” Yet as quickly 
as this magical moment came upon us, it was sliced 
through by a farmer yelling and cracking a whip in the 
distance. Slapped back into reality, we realized the cattle 
had left their owners, property. With minute hope, we 
wished they truly had escaped and we paddled down- 
stream, silent, somber, and reflective. 

With that intense distraction we hadn’t had time to 
see that the skies had darkened. Thunder rolled in the 
distance behind us as my blood quickened at the thought 
of the 5 or more miles to go- hoping we could race the 
storm to the end. Light rain pattered on the water as we 
pulled off on a large, sandy bank to empty our bladders. 
As we emerged from the trees we noticed two other ca- 
noes had docked, and we all stood under the leaves wait- 
ing for the rain to let up. 

And that is when the skies opened up to show us 
the truly staggering strength of nature. The rain came 
down in sheets, soaking us through the canopy of trees. 
And like a million marbles smacking the waters surface, 
came the hail. “Oh fuck!” we said in unison as we 
scrambled to get the canoe all the way up on the muddy 
bank. We exchanged horrified glances with the other ca- 
noe-ers as we all dove under the third boat that they 
flipped over, resting on a tree stump. Six of us crammed 
under this one canoe. One guy brought a tarp that we 
thankfully threw over our exposed backs, desperately 


~ clinging to it in the high winds. | could see that the hail 


was half the size of my fist as it bounced across the rocks 


“and pummeled my already sore spine. The storm was 


so loud that conversation with these generous strangers 
was a no-go, So we all just laughed with the giddy, ner- 
vousness and adrenaline rush of finding yourself in such 
a situation. 

With the common, nature of hail, | figured it would 
let up in ten minutes time, but no- it continued to pelt us 
for a fucking half and hour! Screaming at each other to 
communicate, we all entertained the idea of abandoning 


the boats and cargo and finding help somewhere past 
the fields behind us. With every crack of thunder and 
lightning lighting up the sky | imagined the worst, a tree 
falling on top of us. Yet was entirely grateful that we were 
sheltered by a fiberglass canoe and not aluminum one. 

| thought of all of our friends on the river. Hoping 
they were safe and not stuck on the water. Hoping they 
too had stopped to piss just in time for the wrath but 
knowing it just wasn’t possible. | realized there in our 
crowded cocoon that we had probably the best shelter 
of anyone on the river that day. If we hadn’t happened 
upon these people we would have been fucked. 

The hail finally died down to heavy rain and we all 
got acquainted with each other. Two brothers from South 
America, a girl from Mexico, and a guy from South Af- 
rica. We all joked about how handy a tarp is in any situ- 
ation and all patted the guy on the back who thought of 
the genius idea. Leave it to a non-American to bring pro- 
visions that are much more important than beer. 

Finally, at what seemed an hour later we emerged 
from our shelter to survey the damage in the now sprin- 
kling rain. Turning over our boats, flushing out water and 


debris we spotted a man in a kayak floating down the- 


river. He waved ait us, looking obviously unscathed by 
the insane storm. We wished our new friends farewell as 
they departed us, and waited to see if any of our clan 
would happen upon us. 

Vinny and Amy rolled up looking wild-eyed and ra- 
bid, soaked and smiling, telling us exasperatedly that ev- 
eryone was okay. With that we hit the water again, ex- 
hausted and spent, as the swollen river carried us the 
last few miles to the end. Just as furious as it had come, 
the storm was over and we took in the scent of soaked 
earth and fog on the water. 

| have to say | was relieved to see our destination 
bank, and yet sad to see it all over. This day on the water 
honestly felt complete with the storm that enveloped us. 
I wouldn’t have traded it for smooth sailing in the least 
bit. We rolled back into the city, hearts heavy with the 
fields giving way to brick and cement, and made it home 
in time to eat a well-deserved feast, watch the Simpsons, 
and pass the fuck out! 


‘| was more famed than Mykel Board at a Born KER 
-Christians' Convention. "Fuckin' hell," | grumbled in my 


best Mollie Hatchet voice as | slammed the phone back 
into the cradle, grabbed my bike and stomped outside, 
determined to ride until | wasn't pissed off any more. Sure, 
whatever. 

To sort of expound on what | wrote about in PE last 
time, I've been thinking a lot lately about the human race, 
with a lot of regard as to how we treat each other-within 


the enclosure of the punk rock community and beyond. 1 


feel like these past few years have been a critical time for 
all of us, "punk" or whatever, whether we realize it or not. 
| think this is definitely not a time to be on the fence about 
anything. And, as "the punks" or anyone on the more 
free-thinking side of things, | think it's of the utmost im- 
portance that we all treat each other with respect. I'm not 
advocating that readers of Profane Existence should go 
out and start a fucking drum circle or anything-just try to 
be good (or at least civil) to those close to you whenever 
you can. This, of course, should also apply to people not 
within the immediate circle of "anarcho punk." You don't 
have to kiss anybody's ass, just try and stay on the same 
level and maybe just for once try doing something nice 
just for the sheer hell of it. If a band you're into is playing 
a basement show in your town, don't get completely pissed 
up drunk and knock their mic stands over while they're 
trying to play. Instead, try keeping the alcohol level a 
little lower and fix them something to eat or make sure 
they have somewhere to stay after the gig. Even doing 
something as seemingly mundane as fixing a meal for a 
band on the road can strengthen the sense of community 
in the punk scene, even if maybe there weren't a lot of 
people at the show or the sound guy fucked the band out 
of money or whatever. Some of the best times I've had 
within the past year or two have been hanging out after 
the show's all done, maybe hoisting a cheap beer or two 
and just bullshitting about things. Just remember the old 
punk rock adage, "Be cool to someone whenever you 
can... you-may have to sleep on their floor someday." 
Very true. 

Or, if you have some spare time, pick up a pen and 
write a letter to someone who's locked up in jail, espe- 
cially if it's someone doing time for protesting the evil way 
America's been carrying itself lately. There are tons of 
people doing wicked jail sentences for acts of political 
protesi, which the government is currently trying to deem 
as being "terrorist." A letter may not’seem like a lot, but 
writing one can make someone's day worth living through, 
especially if they're trapped in the belly of the so-called 
American "justice system." I've never been in jail for any 
length of time, but long enough to tell you that it sucks 
and there is fuck all to do-unless listening to bullshit ma- 
cho talk and watching The Price is Right is your idea of 
fun. It's most definitely not mine. But l'm straying a little 
here. If anyone who reads this takes one thing away 
from all this, | want to remind whoever to do anything to 
keep your spirit going-make a mix tape, ride your bike 
instead of taking a car, do whatever you want to keep the 
punk rock rolling because there are tons of people out 
there who want to take it away from you. 

This takes me back to how | started this column 
thing off. I've had kind of a tough way to go lately, which 
explains why this column is getting in to PE right under- 
neath the deadline. Personally, I've been doing well with 
my corner of the universe lately (aside from being busy 
as fuck), but it seems like there have been more people 
than usual trying to take the piss out of me. | have one 
girl who accuses me of being “anti-women" because | 
don't want to sleep with her, then an ex of mine e-mailing 
my friends wondering how she fucked things up with me 
after she burned me for 300 bucks and nicked my guitar 
(to be fair, | did get the guitar back). And this is in addi- 


_ tion to the ever-increasing amounts of people who still 


think I'm going to automatically become "respectable" and 


join their race to the top if only they badger me enough 
about it. And for-all the PE readers who are siill in high 
school and having to put up with this shit, I'm telling _you 
that it doesn't just slake off after you graduate high school. 
Fighting to retain some sort of individuality has become a 
struggle that | think I'll be carrying on until I'm good and 
dead. 

But anyway, sorry if this column has been all over 
the place. Like | said, try and be cool to each other listen 
to whatever other people-say, but don't let them jerk you 
around. Your life is your own. Listen to lois of CON- 
SUME and THE MOB, bike a lot, and be happy. | know I 
can take some of my own advice there. And about the 
food and sleeping on the floor bit... ENVENOMED and 
HUMAN-RACIST will be on ie road by the time you get 
this. Hint hint. 

Keep it mad as hell:"Diamond? Doug/1970 Westwood 
Northern Blvd. #5/Cincinnati, OH 45225/USA/ 
diamond666 @hotmail.com 


| got arrested for tagging. It really sucked because | 
wasn't the one responsible for it. My so called friend was 
writing on one of our schools walls and handed me the 
marker that | let him borrow after he was done. | didn’t 
know that he was gonna do that and | especially didn't 
know that he wasn't going to take the responsibility when 
the campus police strolled by seconds after. | had the 
marker ‘and | was 16 at the time while he was 18, so | 
figured "What the hell I'll take the blame for him so it wont 
get on his record." | also figured that | would get a slap on 
the wrist for what was done. Perhaps detention, clean up 
duty, a fine or any combination of these. Instead | got put 
in handcuffs in front of my dad, taken to jail in the back of 
a police car, fingerprinted, taken a picture of and given a 
court date. Fuck! 

This all happened on-Halloween of 2000 so need- 
less to say | didn’t go trick or treating that year. In fact | 
didn’t go much anywhere because l was grounded for 
about four months straight. All | could do was go to school 
and family get togethers. | couldn’t use the phone, watch 
TY, listen to music or read anything that wasn’t approved 
by my parents. 

This incredible stroke of luck happened right around 
the time that | became straightedge and vegetarian. | was 
trying to cleanse myself of all the bad things | had done 
and my diet was really important to me. Which gave my 
parents yet another thing to:try and take away from me, 
namely food. So | didn’t eat for three weeks straight be- 
cause there was no food in the house | could eat. | drank 
water and ate crackers. | was on the anorexic diet without 
really being anorexic. 

So | dealt with my punishment as best could. Four 


months of no “punk" clothes, no "punk" music, no "punk" — 


shows and no "punk" phone. Not only that but my parents 
would constantly throw in my face that | fucked up and 
that | was a disappointment. They would have a bad day 
and come down on me. No worries, it’s just a minor set- 
back in the grand scheme of things. 

Besides... | would fight back. They wouldn’t let me 
out so | wouldn't sleep so that they wouldn't sleep. | couldn't 
use the phone but believe me | still tried. My dad, a 6 foot 
260 pound Tony Soprano look alike once body slammed 
me in order to-get the phone from me. And here | thought 
we were playing a friendly father son game of keep away. 

| would threaten to run away and my dad would 
threaten us with. It was pretty bad for a while but not as 
bad as things were going to get. 


| found my brother on the floor of my bathroom so | 


kicked him to see if he was ok. He said he felt sick and 
didn’t want to go to school. "Alright," I thought " I'll tell mom." 
I got picked up at school and my mom was crying. | 
asked her what had happened... she said my brother took 
a bottle of aspirins along with some other pills. They took 
him to the hospital and pumped his stomach. He was puk- 
ing up blood. He tried to kill himself. He didn’t though. 


| guess the suicide trait runs in the family somewhere. _ 


We should have seen the signs. A lot of sleep.. Cutting 
around the arms, legs and wrist. Cat scratches he would 
say. But we were to enveloped in my drama to really pay 
attention to anything else. 

Needless to say the shit really hit the fan. My par- 
ents wouldn’t allow us to have sharp objects, pills, closed 
doors, etc. | felt like | was in a fucking concentration camp. 

` My dad would constantly rip at his hair, hit himself, 
yell and close himself in his room crying and begging for 
answers. My mom quietly sobbed around the house and 
would ask us if we thought they were bad parents.,My 
baby brother, 6 at the time, would ask my parents if they 
still loved us as well as each other. 

Soon thereafter my twin brother fucked up yet again 
and got caught stealing from Tower Records. He got ar- 
rested and given a date to appear in court. By 
this time | had already payed my fine of $305 for a fucking 
word no wider or longer than the palm of your hand. Capi- 
talism sucks... 

So-needless to say our problems were too much to 
handle by ourselves and we ended up going to therapy. 
With two therapists no less. It didn’t really do anything. | 
mean we spent a lot of money but that was about it. 

Sometimes people make honest mistakes. Its hard 
to tell when they do but letting them grow into huge prob- 
lems isn’t a really good idea. With time everything heals. 
At least it did for us. Now we have whole new problems. 

As an aside to this whole column, | want to quickly 
tell you all what my name means. When | was going 
through all the things that I’ve written about, | was really a 
depressed little bastard. | isolated myself from people so 
that | could wallow in my own misery. So when people 
would ask me how | was and | would tell them they would 
call me Emo or a Wuss. | guess | appropriated that to 
mean several things. Sometimes its good to feel sad. You 
should never hide who you are or how you feel and some- 
times your friends aren't really your friends. 

Check out my website for past columns and an in- 
sane amount of punk stuff. 
www.geocities.com/ilovepunkrock666/SoCalPunk.himl 

Get ahold of me at ilovepunkrock666 @ yahoo.com 
and take care of yourselves and each other. 

Sergio 
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BLOCS, BLACK AND OTHERWISE 


As one middle-aged mother observed while 
members of the Quebec Black Bloc hugged each 
other before going off to battle the cops, “I always 
thought this was going to be sinister, but these are 
just brave kids!” 


Materials: 

-Matching clothing that conceals the wearers’ 
identities 

-Trustand communication 

-A mission 


Optional Materiais: 
-Provisions: water (plenty, especially if you'll be 
dressed in hot gear or expect chemical weapons 
attacks), food (don’t rely on shops or shopkeepers 
in contested zones), etc. 
-Camouflage: different layers of.clothing for different 
purposes or stages of the action 
-Defensive gear: banners, shields (possibly 
disguised as puppets or placards), steel-toed shoes 
(should still be comfortable for running!), body armor 
or padding, gas masks or goggles and bandannas 
soaked in lime juice (store in ziplock bags until 
necessary), rain coats or chemical protection gear 
(if there is a risk of chemical attack), whatever 
relevant medical supplies you know how to apply, 
ete. 
-Offensive gear: spraypaint, projectiles, slingshots, 
signs or flags on thick poles (or just plain poles), 
molotov cocktails, bright lights (to obscure police or 
camera vision during night actions), ladders and/or 
bolt cutters for scaling or breaching barriers, etc. 
_-Communications equipment: hand radios, cell 
phones, police scanners, flags, drums, shared codes 
for making internal announcemenis 


~Transportation: bicycles, enough change for the — 


subway, keys to your SUV (easy there, killer, it’s just 
a joke!) 


Action: 


-What is a Bloc? Are there other kinds 
besides the Black Bloc? 

You may have heard of the notorious Black 
Bloc, a venerable, if not doddering, anarchist tradition 
in which a mass of direct action enthusiasts gather, 
all wearing black clothing and masks, and engage 
in some level of illegal activity. This tactic has won 
some famous victories in the past couple decades, 
and failed utterly more times than anyone can count, 
too. The specific cultural characteristics that are 
associated with the Black Bloc tactic today can make 
it easy to overlook the long history of the Bloc tactic 
and the wide variety of applications for which it can 
be used. The Boston Tea Party, for example, was a 
perfect example of a Bloc at work: the participants 
organized secretly, wore matching disguises (though 
their choice to costume themselves as “Indians” 
wasn't exactly politically correct), and engaged ina 
mass act of provocative property destruction; 
presumably their strategies for communication and 
mutual defense weren’t much different from those 
used by the famous Black Blocs that, a couple 
hundred years later, attacked similarly noxious coffee 
corporations in Seattle. Those who practice direct 
action would do well to keep in mind the wide range 
of scenarios in which a version of the Bloc approach 
can be useful. 


-What is a Bloc good for? 

Acting in a Bloc is especially useful when some 
of the participants in the action expect they may 
break laws. When everyone in a group looks the 

- same, it is difficult for the police or others to tell who 
did what. Most criminal activities are better carried 
off in a less obvious manner, of course, but there 
are situations in which it is necessary to step outside 
the limits in public. The Bloc tactic as it’s known these 
days is best for conditions in which the action called 
for occupies the grey area between overt and covert, 
and as such it must be applied carefully: if you 
participate with a Bloc in an entirely legal action, you 
may make a police target of yourself unnecessarily, 
or needlessly frighten bystanders; on the other hand, 
if you intend to engage in serious organized criminal 
activity, you might be better off doing so outside the 
traditional Bloc format, in a totally closed group, with 
the element of surprise and so on. It’s not a 
coincidence that people don’t liberate animals from 
fur factories in Black Blocs. 3 

` One of the positive sides of public Bloc activity 
is that, unlike entirely underground activity, it can 
create open-ended situations, in which the actions 
of a few can open the floodgates for others to join 


in. One of the many objectionable qualities of 
terrorism is that, at best, itis still a spectator sport; a 
Bloc, on the other hand, can be a participatory and 
contagious radicalizing experience. The most 
obvious way to facilitate this is to organize an open 
or semi-open Bloc. In an open Bloc, a general call 
goes out to all interested to gather and act in a Bloc; 
open meetings are held to discuss goals, strategies, 
and so on. The benefits of such an approach are 
that more people can be involved; the obvious 
drawback is that security is so compromised that the 
possibilities for action are severely limited. In a semi- 
open Bloc, the organizing takes place in secret, 
between people who know and trust each other, but 
when the Bloc itself comes together, others in Bloc 
attire are welcomed to it; in the past few years of 
Black Bloc activities, this has been the most frequent 
format. In such Blocs, it is still necessary that the 
participants be prepared to deal with infiltration, but 
they at least have the benefit of secure planning and 
internal structures. In an entirely closed Bloc, the 
participants prepare in secret and do not welcome 
the participation or company of any outsiders during 
the action. Even when such a Bloc is called for, it 
can still be valuable to act openly, as a Bloc, rather 
than covertly: the public nature of the action may 
send an important message, others outside the Bloc 
may be inspired to engage in similar actions of their 
own, the crowd cover itself might enable an escape 
that would be more difficult for those opting for a 
clandestine approach. 

Besides getting away with public criminal acts, 
there are other reasons to act iñ a Bloc. Bloc 
participation can be really exciting, and good for 
morale—acting in a mass of people who are 
ostensibly prepared to do what they believe is right 
regardless of police intimidation is often a hell of a 
lot more empowering than chanting weakly with the 
liberals, and matching battle-dress is a ritual for 
inspiring courage that need not be abandoned to our 
uniformed enemies. A Bloc presence may convey 
important information: to the powers that be, don? 
tuck with this march, or don’t you dare rig that jury; 
to allies or possible allies, don’t despair, we're with 
you. Finally, anonymity: there are countless reasons 
to conceal your identity at mass actions. Even if you 
do not plan on committing any crimes, even if you 


- don’t mind the secret service capturing your image 


for their files, you still do a great service to others by 
masking up and increasing the number of people 
who are disguised, thus making it more difficult for 
the police to keep up with all of you. Those others 
might not just be criminals, either; they might be 
foreigners who don’t want their participation in radical 
activities to be used as grounds for deportation, or 
teachers who don’t want to risk losing their jobs. 
Sometimes a masked crowd is unnecessarily 
intimidating to the public; sometimes few enough 
people are masking up, or police attention is so 
focused on the Bloc, that you may deem it safer not 
to draw attention to yourself by doing so, even if you 
may engage in illegal activities; and sometimes it’s 
better to show your neighbors where you stand, or 
let the public and the cameras see that not everyone 
involved in radical activity is young, white; and male. 
Otherwise, if others are masking up, you might as 
well do the same. 

Those masks don’t necessarily have to be black ski 
masks, anyway; there are plenty of more fun, family- 
oriented ways to obscure your identity. Beyond the 
Black Bloc, endless possibilities open up: pink Blocs, 
clown Blocs, doctor Blocs, maintenance worker 
Blocs... Wherever there are a bunch of people 
wearing either identical clothing or costumes, the 
Bloc tactic could be deployed utilizing the matching 
crowd for camouflage. Halloween, for example, could 
offer a great opportunity for Bloc action—as could a 
high school graduation! 


«Where and how can the Bloc tactic be 
applied? 

Black Bloc actions have been a hit at mass 
actions over the past couple decades: there have 
been Blocs in the protests at meetings of such 


‘despicable gangs as the World Trade Organization, 


at political events such as debates between 
presidential candidates, at anti-war demonstrations 
and solidarity marches with communities that are 
suffering police brutality. Wherever there is a mass 
gathering of protesters, it may make sense to deploy 
or call for a Bloc. 

In such environments, the Bloc can serve many 
purposes. As mentioned before, it can simply be 
present as a promise of solidarity, or a threat. It can 
act as a line of defense for or a distraction from other 
activists doing civil disobedience actions suchas 
lock-downs and blockades, who will be unable to 


defend themselves from the police. It can engage in 
property destruction: this can achieve economic 
ends, such as inflicting financial losses upon wicked 
corporations, or other practical goals: a city. can be 
persuaded never to risk hosting another fill-in-the- 
blank, or alienated workers (and even activists!) can 
experience firsthand that the stranglehold their 
oppressors seem to have on reality can literally be 
broken. A Bloc can attempt to prevent delegates from 
reaching an unwanted meeting, or trap them inside 
the meeting space to make sure they get the 
message that their shenanigans are not welcome. It 
can reclaim urban space, opening up and protecting 
a street or park for others to reinterpret and enjoy, 
or rerouting a permitted march into unpermitted 


- areas. It can engage the police in conflict, and thus 


disrupt business as usual—a meeting in Quebec City 
to discuss the Free Trade Area of the Americas 


` agreement had to be halted temporarily when tear 


gas from the streetfighting below entered the vents 
of the building hosting it. It can offer the possibility 
of contesting power and control in immediate actions, 
rathersthan mere words, and thus keep spirits up 
and appetites whetted. A Bloc might attempt to set 
off full-scale rioting, in hope of precipitating an 
insurrection—or it could simply create a spectacle, 
to emphasize the anarchist presence and foreground 
its romantic appeal: liberal carping about “alienating 
the public” notwithstanding, the Black Blocs in Seattle 
and afterwards did as much to increase the mass 
appeal of anarchist action as any propaganda 
publication. If nothing else, a Bloc action can be good 
practice for future such actions that may achieve 
more. ; 

When choosing goals for a Bloc at a mass action, it 
is critical that the intentions, needs, and comfort 
levels of locals and others who will be involved or 
present be taken into account. Alienating people 
needlessly is not only counterproductive, but 
endangers Bloc participants; the police are already 
enough enemies for anyone breaking the law. The 
last thing you want to do is endanger others with 
your actions—don’t throw stones at the police from 
the back of a crowd, don’t risk provoking police 
attacks on peaceful marches, especially if you’re not 
planning on sticking around to bear the brunt of them. 
If you're operating in a mostly out-of-town group that 
will be acting in a residential neighborhood, don’t be 
so arrogant as to think you should be the ones to 
decide what level of conflict is most appropriate for 


the situation—far better you show that you respect ' 


the needs and perspectives of the locals, and are 
willing to follow their lead. There may be cases in 
which it is appropriate to bring a level of intensity to 
an action that others aren’t prepared to—for 
example, if liberal organizers are addressing a gross 
injustice with useless gestures that will do nothing 
to put things right—but it’s good form to make sure 


that the first ones to pay the piper for whatever goes “ 


down will be you and your companions, not innocent 
bystanders. 

Similarly, it is important to be realistic about what 
you can hope to accomplish in the situation at hand, 
given your experience, numbers, and other 
resources. lf the local populace hates the arrogance 
of the leaders who are meeting in their city, but 
mistrusts the equally foreign hordes who have 


gathered there to protest them, it might make more 


sense to target those leaders than to smash 
corporate windows in what the locals might perceive 
as an outsiders’ attack on their home streets. Take 
everything into account: the personality of the police 
force, the current local political climate, how aware 
others will be of what happens to you and your 
companions, whether the authorities will want to 
teach you a lesson this time or avoid inopportune 
media coverage, whether the police will be trying to 
secure the whole area (in which case you can expect 
them to attempt mass arrests, if they have the 
numbers) or simply protect a part of it (in which case 
they may resort to dispersal or defense tactics, if 
they are outnumbered or uncertain). Is your action 
intended for media coverage, for those who witness 
itin person, for those who participate in it, or for those 
who foot the bills? Is your goal worth the risk, is it 
appropriate to the event in question? 

Outside the mass at mass actions, acting in a 
Bloc is a much riskier proposition, for the Bloc can 
be easily surrounded and neutralized by the police. 
Historically, at demonstrations, almost every Bloc 
that has mixed well with a much larger mass of law- 
abiding protesters has managed to maintain some 
degree of safety and coherence, while almost every 
Bloc that has attempted to operate in their absence 
has suffered or at least risked serious police 
repression. Some lessons we can draw from such 
previous successes and failures are: 


1. The Bloc should not operate without either 
the element of surprise or the benefit of broad crowd 
cover, at least not unless it is expected to be of vast 
numbers, high morale, and great defensive 
experience, or unless the purpose of the action is to 
get a lot of participants arrested. — 


2. Announced direct actions (Blocs, 


unpermitted marches, etc.) at mass events should 
always take place on or before the big day of general 
protest, never after them. When direct action 
precedes or coincides with massive marches and 
gatherings, it often sets the tone for everything that 
follows, upping the ante and radicalizing the event 
in general; when direct action enthusiasts are the 
only ones left out on the street after the law-abiding 
activists have gone home, the police know they can 
isolate, abuse, and arrest them without fear of 
stepping on the toes of the “wrong” citizens, or being 
observed by such citizens as they do so. The 
presence of others who would witness police brutality 
is an important deterrent; work without it at your peril. 

3. Those operating in a Bloc need to have the 
support or at least the respect of some, if not most, 
of those outside the Bloc, so as to ensure their safety 
on the field, let alone general good will in the activist 
community. In one historic instance, a Black Bloc 
was surrounded and cornered by police, who were 
moving in to finish it off when a march organized by 
a liberal women’s organization was re-routed to pass 
through the area and provide members of the Bloc 
with an opportunity to blend in and escape. To this 
end, it helps a great deal if the goals or targets of 
the Bloc are instantly comprehensible to outsiders, 
so whether or not others agree with the tactic itself 
they can at least understand why it is being 
employed. 

On the other hand, there are cases in which 
none of these rules of thumb is relevant. Entirely 
outside the realm of mass actions, as long as the 
element of surprise is present, there are many other 
environments in which the Bloc tactic can be applied; 
indeed, such applications may be the most promising 
for the future of the Bloc, now that police are very 
familiar with and prepared for Bloc presence at 


demonstrations. A Bloc operating swiftly and with the 


element of surprise against an unsuspecting target 
can accomplish a great deal, especially if it is of 
decent size. Consult the illustration at the end of this 
text for an example of how a Bloc can be deployed 
outside the demonstration format to wreak havoc on 
corporate and governmental property. 

When acting in a Bloc with no demonstrating 
mass for cover, the most important advantage you 
have to work with is surprise. If you organize in such 
a way that the authorities in question don’t see your 
action coming, you may be able to get everything 
done and escape before they're able to respond. 
Even when they do arrive, chances are they will not 
be prepared to make mass arrests, so you can 
expect them to attempt only to seize individuals; in 
this situation, the individuals carrying out high risk 
actions may be able to disappear in the commotion 
(enthusiasts of civil disobedience could even snarl 
the police up in petty arrests to facilitate this, though 
they might thus risk a conspiracy charge if they were 
connected to the Bloc)—or, if the group is able to 
act with a high degree of solidarity and audacity, 


Mexico 


staying close together and not permitting police to 
get their hands on individuals within it, it might be 
possible to negotiate a departure en masse, though 
you can expect to be followed at the very least. It 
has happened before that groups of activists 
breaking the law together, who showed that they 
would not be intimidated nor allow members to be 
picked off, have been permitted by unprepared police 
to leave an area in return for concluding their action. 
Its also happened that they've had rubber bullets 
shot at them, though! If some of you are planning 
illegal activity of a serious nature, it may be a good 
idea to have others in your group applying a wide 
range of less confrontational tactics, so the police 
won't be as likely to treat you all as hard-core 
criminals’. Aiways be sure everyone in your group, 
especially the ones who aren’t keen on taking great 
legal risks, knows exactly what the highest level of 
possible illegal activity is in advance, as you never 
know whether the police will choose to hold others 
responsible for the actions of those they couldn't 
catch! : 

If you’re showing up at a corporate office at 
sunrise, you can expect to be practically the only 


4 ones there, and you'll have to count on speed and 


clever escape routes for your liberty; but there are 


f other situations in which, just as at a demonstration, 


there will be crowd cover—even potentially 
supportive crowd cover—to melt into. Who knows, a 
Sports Fan Bloc mixing with the jubilant crowd 
celebrating a home team football victory might be 
able to touch off hard-core anti-corporate vandalism 
and looting! 
When making plans and setting goals for a Bloc 
action in a particular context, it is always important 


{ to look back in history for precedents. If the last time 
} someone tried something similar to what you are 
F] trying was a disaster, you had better figure out what 
4 new element you can throw in to give yourself a better 
į chance. History tends to repeat itself—at least when 


we don’t use our ingenuity to derail it! Get familiar 
with the history of Bloc actions over the past few 
years; whenever you're considering joining in one, 
pick out and consider the previous example that best 
indicates what you Gan expect from this one— 
keeping in mind, of course, that your adversaries 
have been doing the same, so counting on a 
particular stratagem to work twice is a risky 
proposition. It is at least as important to know when 


| not to do a Bloc action as it is to know when to try 


one: unsuccessful attempts to act in Bloc, when there 
are not enough participants available or the 
conditions are not favorable, can sap energy better 
applied elsewhere. When you strike in Bloc, strike 
hard and impressively, then wait for the next realistic 
chance to do so again. 


-Structure 

Naturally, the affinity group is the basic building 
block of any Bloc. It is impossible to overstate the 
importance of engaging in Bloc activity as part of a 


| small group capable of fending for itself and making 
Į decisions; to do otherwise is to abdicate 


responsibility for yourself to the mass, and to deny 
that.mass the benefit of your participation as,an 
equal. Blocs made up of self-sufficient affinity groups 


"| can make democratic decisions quickly, can split up 
f into equally effective smaller groups, can handle 


stressful situations without the added stress of 
herding.a flock of confused followers. It goes without 
saying that within your affinity group, you should 
establish common expectations about what goals 
are, what level of risk is acceptable, what kind of 
security is appropriate. Security is especially 
important in Bloc activities, because of the sketchy 
mix of public and unlawful activity that may be 
involved; be sure everyone has the same sense of 
security culture. 

Regardless of the total size of the Bloc, each 
affinity group should be totally self-sustaining, at least 
in regards to the goals it intends to achieve. Escape 
routes, legal resources, emergency backup plans, 
knowledge of the area—every affinity group should 


@ have all of these. A buddy system inside a group is 


useful, so if the group itself is dispersed individuals 
can take responsibility for the safety and’ 


f whereabouts of their partners. Internal roles can be 


assigned: for example, scouts who keep track of 
activity and police presence (these can be equipped 


4 with hand radios or cell phones with which to 


communicate with the main group, and can ride 
bicycles for extra speed and mobility; it usually 


= makes the most sense to position them a block-or 


so away from the group, so they can provide early 
warnings and broader perspective on the area), 
communications people (also with radios or cell 
phones, and perhaps a police scanner) to exchange 
information with the scouts and other groups, runners 
to communicate new information to nearby groups, 
experienced folks to correlate and consider 
information and take responsibility for making split- 
second decisions, persons to actually carry out the 
actions planned, lookouts to cover them, perhaps a 
flag-bearer or marching band to maintain morale and 
keep the group visible from a distance, and so on. It 
might be wise to have one person in non-Bloc 
clothing to attend the Bloc, to handle such tasks as 
explaining to spectators that they should not take 
photographs, for the police can seize their cameras 


f and use the pictures in court. The role the affinity 
@ group plays in a larger group can also be specialized: 


an affinity group could serve as scouts for a larger 
Bloc, or set out to blockade a particular intersection, 
or concentrate on maintaining a banner at the front 
of a large group. 

An affinity group can form a small, ad-hoc Bloc 
on its own, but a larger, more powerful Bloc can be 
formed as a cluster of affinity groups. In this case, it 


7 is critical that efficient and democratic-structures be 


set up within the cluster. It should be possible for 
news, questions, and answers to be communicated 
swiftly between individuals within affinity groups and 
between affinity groups themselves, in even the 


| tensest of situations. Some have argued in favor of 
[i] a more militaristic Bloc model, that would presumably 
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operate more like the hierarchical regiments our 
enemies pit against us, but the very strength of the 
Bloc is its decentralized, unpredictable nature; it 
seems foolish to try to beat our oppressors at their 
own game rather than capitalizing on our own 
strengths. Better we improve our coordination, rather 
than control: we are conductors setting the stage for 
improvisation, not military tacticians with underlings 
and commanding officers. > 

In a Bloc made up of affinity groups from 
different areas, the local group will inevitably have 
the most information about what is possible, and may 
well consequently have done the most thinking and 
preparing. This is not necessarily a problem, as long 
as others trust them and are organized enough 
themselves to retain their autonomy. The local group 
should make provisions for sharing as much 
information with others as is safe; and also be sure 
not to assume unthinkingly a position of authority 
over the other groups; a local group attempting to 
lead an uninformed mass on an unrevealed secret 
mission can be a real recipe for disaster. ’ 


-Preparation 

One of the most important things to do before 

an action is learn the area. As many members of 
each group as possible should spend time traversing 
it, taking careful note of escape routes and dead 
ends, cameras, places the police may mass or seek 
to protect, possible targets, possible resources 
(barricading materials such as moveable fences, 
etc.), and above all making sure they will not get 
lost. Those who cannot be there in advance should 
at least memorize maps. It is possible to get aerial 
maps off the internet, for locations for which street 
maps are unavailable or do not suffice. 
Make sure you have safe accommodations before 
the action, if there’s any chance the police are 
expecting it. Far too many times, the police have 
raided activist housing before an action and arrested 
hundreds of people; do everything you can to find a 
place to sleep and prepare that is off their radar, so 
you won't run that risk. Stay with a friend of your 
uncle, or rent sleeping space at a YMCA. Don’t be 
stuck trying to sleep in your car on the streets they’re 
patrolling in preparation for the next day’s riot! If 
you're from out of town, make equally sure your 
traveling group (which may not be the same as your 
affinity group) has planned a safe regrouping and 
departure from the area, and has a backup plan in 
case of emergency. Keep in mind that if things really 
go off, certain parts of the city may be closed off to 
you after the action, so you'll need to regroup 
elsewhere. , 

Advance meetings are a critical part of the 
preparation for most Blocs. Again, how secure or 
public these meetings are will depend on how many 
people (and with what level of direct action 
experience) you hope to involve, and what degree 
of legal risk you're willing to take. If you’re trying to 
organize a massive but largely symbolic open Bloc, 
you might choose to circulate meeting times openly; 
if you’re organizing the core of a Bloc that will be 
open in the street but needs some preparation in 


»-private; tell.others.you trustto.pass.onandnvitation 


to the meeting only to those they trust; if you’re 
preparing an entirely closed Bloc, not only should 
you only reveal the time and place of the meeting to 
your companions in the action, but you should also 
make sure they all know not to mention the existence 
of the project itself to anyone, and to have alibis ready 
so their other friends won’t wonder-what they're up 
to. 

Meeting location is an important factor in 
security. You don’t want a place that can be 
monitored (no private residences), you don’t want a 
place where you can be observed all together (not 
the park across from the site of the next day’s 
actions), you don’t want a place where you can be 
seen entering and leaving or that someone could 
enter unexpectedly—post scouts, lock the door once 
things get started, watch out for anything suspicious. 
l'Il never forget exiting an ultra-high security meeting 
in a university basement only to discover that while 
we'd been locked in, a crowd of liberal student 
protestors had flooded the adjoining room to watch 
a slideshow—which all the organizers of the next 
day’s militant Black Bloc had to wade through in 
embarrassment! Oops! Small groups can take walks 
and chat; larger groups can meet in quiet outdoor 
settings—go hiking or camping, if there’s time—or 
in private rooms in public buildings, such as library 
study rooms or empty classrooms. Best case 
scenario: though he has no idea you’re involved in 
direct action, you’re close with the old guy who runs 
.the café across town, and he doesn’t mind letting 
you have the back room one afternoon for a private 
party, no questions asked. 

Once everyone is together, if the folks in 
attendance do not all know each other already you 
can establish the level of security by playing the 
“vouched for’ game: each person puts a hand on 
someone else present they know and trust. 
Hopefully, everyone in the room will be touching, 
through one connection or another, and the meeting 
can begin with some degree of confidence in the air. 

If you are part of an affinity group participating 
in a larger Bloc, you’ll want to have your own 
meetings first, so when a representative of your 
group attends the larger meeting she can present 
the information you have, the resources you have to 
offer, the goals you hope to achieve, and the plans 
you propose, according to how much of this you trust 
a larger number of people to know. If this is a mass 
action and there is a larger spokescouncil meeting 
taking place, at least one person from the Bloc or in 
communication with it should attend; it may or may 
not be safe for this person to identify herself as such, 


but she should at least be there to take note of what ` 


else is going on. A representative of the Bloc could 
attend the spokescouncil presenting herself as a part 
of an affinity group hoping to do support for those 
involved in Bloc activity, and thus test the waters or 
even meet others interested in the Bloc. 


In the meetings with your affinity group and the 
Bloc, you'll want to establish a plan of some kind for 
the day (these almost never come off as intended, 
but they help to get everyone in practice thinking 
about the situation, and it’s good to be prepared to 
have something to do in case everything does work 
out), and a structure to facilitate the Bloc 
communicating and making quick, democratic 
decisions, as described above. Structure will make 
you adaptable and thus effective, whether or not your- 
plans come to fruition. You should establish a 
meeting point for the Bloc, plans for dispersal, anda 
possible time and place for regrouping, if that would 
be desirable should the Bloc be divided early. Share 
legal information, what resources will be available 
for those who are arrested. Go over every possible 
scenario, what you can expect from each other in 
each of them. Psychology is important here: plan 
for the worst, but don’t demoralize yourselves— 
you're considering the possible problems so you'll 
be ready for them, not to talk yourself out of action. 
Finally—if there will be more than one language 
spoken among demonstrators or locals, make sure 
to learn a few important phrases in each of them: 
“we are not against you, we want no trouble with 
you,” “don’t run, walk!” “medical assistance needed!” 


-During the action 

It is often wise to write the phone number of a 
legal contact on your body in permanent marker 
shortly before an action, so you can be sure it will 
be available to you if you are arrested, regardless of 
what else transpires. You may need to know other 
cell phone numbers and so on for the day’s actions: 
try to learn them by heart, or, failing that, write them 
on your skin in an ink that you can rub off if absolutely 
necessary. You'll also want to have enough money 
on you for food, transportation, and phone calls, but 
no more, as that would probably disappear in the 
event of arrest. Remove piercings that could be torn 
out. Do not carry your address book, or unnecessary 
anarchist propaganda, or anything needlessly 
incriminating or illegal; take your I.D. with you if you 
want to be processed as your “true” identity in the 
event of arrest, make sure you have no identifying 
papers on you if you plan on withholding your identity 
from the police in that event. Carry plenty of water 
and high-energy foods with you; be prepared for 
emergencies—if you get separated from everyone 
and have to spend the night hiding outin a dumpster, 
you don’t want to be starving too—but don’t weigh 
yourself down with anything unnecessary. Carry with 
you whatever first aid supplies you know how to use 
that might be useful.-Be aware of what medical 
assistance—such as street medics and clinics—is 
going to be present in the streets, and have a plan if 
you have to go to a hospital (a fake name and social 
security number, and an alibi, if you fear you might 
encounter police there); be similarly aware of 
whether legal observers and media will be present 
in the streets, and whether you'll want them around 
or far away from you. 

Be prepared for the situation at hand. If the 
police outnumber you, are waiting for you, and there 


are, feporters and civiliansin,the.atea,don'tcome.in 


a gas mask and body armor like the folks in your 
favorite street riot photographs—they’re not going 
to gas and beat you, they're going to try to encircle 
and_arrest you, and you'll need to be able to move 
quickly and blend well to avoid it. 

Clothing is the one essential feature of the Bloc 
tactic, and the rock upon which it rests or founders. 
Far away from the action itself, you may want to 
practice moving and acting freely in your Bloc gear, 
so you won't still be getting used to it when it’s too 
late. The whole idea of a Bloc is to look 
indistinguishable from each other, so make sure 
whatever your Bloc theme is, everyone is on the 
same page about it, and that your own clothing 
doesn’t bear any features that distinguish it. In a - 
worst-case scenario, you can make a t-shirt into a 
mask: use the neck hole for your eyes, tie the sleeves 
behind your head. 

Your clothing should protect you from the 
hazards you expect, while not weighing you down 
unnecessarily; it should be adaptable should 
unexpected situations arise. Layers are key: Jif 
possible, wear an outer layer in which to travel to 
the Bloc action, a layer of Bloc clothing, and then 
another layer of getaway clothing beneath this— 
without risking hyperthermia, of course. It may be 
most sensible to carry the outer layer of your getaway 
layer in a sealed bag, in case you are covered in 
paint, tear gas, etc. by the time you need to use it. If 
you expect chemical weapons attacks, wear a 
waterproof outer layer that admits no access, and 
under that synthetic fibers that won’t absorb 
chemicals (cotton will). For serious confrontations, 
choose a gasmask with shatter-proof lenses and 


. replaceable non-asbestos filters that won’t obscure 


your vision too much; otherwise, you can breathe 
through a bandanna soaked in vinegar or lime juice 
(transport the bandanna to the action in a sealed 
bag; you can carry a lime or two with you to keep it 
fresh) and wear swimming goggles (these can be 
obtained in prescription form for those who wear 
eyeglasses; when not wearing them over your eyes, 
keep them inside out on your forehead so they won't 
fog up). You can add a particle mask underneath 
the bandanna for extra protection. I’ve read that ear 
plugs can offer some protection against concussion 
grenades, but how one is supposed to know when 
to put them in and when to have them out so as to 
be appropriately attentive is beyond me. If you expect 
to risk receiving blows or projectile fire, wear body 
armor of some kind (sports gear can suffice) and 
foam or padding, and a bicycle or motorcycle helmet. 

A Bloc that intends to defend territory in clashes 
with the police may decide to use shields. These 
can be made from trash can lids or cut traffic barrels, 
inflatable rafts or inner tubes heavily reinforced with 
duct tape and possibly a layer of tarp, good: old- 
fashioned cardboard, or layered (super-glued 
together) and reinforced plexiglass. Soften up the 
handles with a thick wrapping of duct tape so the 
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shock of impact won't break your wrists, and provide 
plenty of room on the grip so your knuckles don’t 
take all the blow. Larger shields are better for 
protecting against projectile weapons or functioning 
as a mobile barricade, while smaller ones provide 
better mobility and serve better in hand-to-hand 
combat. A line of individual shield-bearers can form 
a shield wall, especially if they are practiced at 
moving together; alternatively, massive multi-person 
shields can be constructed, such as the insulation 
board placards mentioned below. The latter shields 
should have enough joints in them to navigate 
narrower streets; keep in mind that these joints are 
also their weakest points. 
_ Slapstick as it is, it often happens that 
_comrades who discussed and prepared together will 
not be able to recognize each other in their Bloc gear 
on the day of the action. You may want to identify 
yourselves to each other early on, especially people 
from different cities and affinity groups who intend 
to work together, so it will be easier to keep up with 
each other in the chaos. 

The moment the Bloc forms can be pivotal. 
Where and when to mask up is a hard question: if 
you do it too late, once you've joined the Bloc, you 
risk being identified; if you do it too early, before 
you've joined the Bloc, you risk being nabbed by the 
police, Little masked groups walking around before 
or after events are perfect targets for their enemies. 
Ata big demonstration, one of the best options is to 
get in your gear in the midst of a large crowd that is 
not yet under much surveillance, with people around 
you that you trust, and to move in the body of the 
crowd to a meeting point with your fellows in the Bloc. 
Wearing layers is important here, too: if you can start 
in a disposable outermost layer that makes you look 
like a civilian or liberal activist (if perhaps one 
overdressed for the weather), masking up will simply 
mean discarding it and simultaneously pulling up 
your mask. At an action in which you have the benefit 
of surprise, you can always pick a safe, quiet place 
near your convergence point and mask up there. 

In a mass action situation, the convergence of 
the Bloc should never occur before other protesters 
are out in the streets; once again, the police will 
simply pick off the Bloc when no one else is there to 
provide crowd cover or bear witness. Don’t mill 
around for long at your convergence point—be 
timely, and get moving. It can happen that the Bloc 
has a difficult time getting out into the field of action, 
once it has-gathered. One of the best options at a 
mass action is to have the Bloc form somewhere 
outside the area of heavy police presence, and move 
into it (uh, if that’s really where you need to go! maybe 
you should consider what you could accomplish in 
the other direction...) as part of a much larger group, 
before separating to act as a Bloc. When moving 
with a mass of others, a Bloc should keep close to 
them as well as tight internally; police may try to push 
in and isolate the Bloc. : 

Once together, stay tight spatially (with the 
obvious exception of the scouts, who need to be 
further out)—you need to keep police out of your 
ranks, prevent snatch squads from getting in to grab 

~ individuals, and-also keep your friends at your sides 
rather than strangers or possible undercover officers. 
Banners (reinforced with PVC pipe or, far better, if 
you can get them safely out into the streets, great 
‘placards made from tough but limber insulation 
board, with hand-holds cut into them; these can be 
tied or chained together, to create a mobile, jointed 
full size barricade) down the front and sides of a 
group can offer useful barriers to this end. 

Remember, -your physical presence and 
togetherness comprise your strength, your readiness 
to repel police charges and foil arrest attempts is 
your marching permit. If you strike when they’re not 
prepared to make mass arrests or attack with 
chemical weapons, they'll be forced to try to 

intimidate you by singling out individuals for attack 
or arrest; make this impossible, defend each other 
and don’t back down. 

It's possible to conceal useful materials in an 
area in advance—a dumpster can be filled with sticks 
and rocks or spraypaint cans. Sensitive materials 
(such as projectiles) can be transported to the action 
concealed in puppets, and puppets built from paper 
mache over stronger stuff can serve as effective 
shields—though those poor puppeteers get enough 
shit from the secret service already without suffering 
on your account too. Keep in mind that carrying a 
bag of rocks, bottles, gasoline, etc. will not look good 
if you get arrested. Don’t forget, also, that with a 
simple tool it’s always possible to break concrete or 
asphalt up into projectiles on the spot—beneath the 
concrete, the paving stones, isn’t that how the old 
French saying goes? 

Everyone in your group should have a one- 
time-only nickname for the duration of the planning 
and action, so you can address each other without 
giving away your identities. Those communicating 
over cell phones or hand-held radios can count on 
the possibility that the police are listening in; it may 
be wise for those doing communications to learn a 
code of some kind, or at least keep in mind what not 
to say over the air. It can also be good for an affinity 
group or Bloc to learn coded announcements in 
advance, so you can communicate openly without 
anyone else understanding. “Tighten up!”, “The pigs 
are moving in!”, “We need to break through their 
lines!”, “It’s time, let's do it!”, “Split up and regroup at 
convergence point B!” are all examples of typical 
announcements you might want to code. Don’t use 
codes unnecessarily, or assume that if you just say 
“cookie” every time you mean “molotov cocktail” it’s 
going to protect you; clumsy use of code can actually 
put you in greater danger, for the authorities can 
claim that your coded terms stood for more serious 
things than they actually did. Also, don’t be afraid to 
make uncoded announcements toeveryone: “Don't 
panic, stick together!”, “We need to get closer and 
fill in this space here, slow down up ahead!”, “Medic!”, 
“Who can verify what he’s saying?”, “Hold the fucking 
line!” 


In the heat of action, it’s easy for all the 
structures. you have set up in your affinity group to 
dissolve as individuals get caught up in new 
developments. Don’t lose your head and let the mob 
mentality take over; make sure to stay spatially close 
with your group at all times, keep in communication 
with them about what is happening, don’t get 
distracted from your role. It might help to have an 
informal formation—you can stay:a couple paces 
behind a particular companion at all times, with 
another friend always at your side, and another 
behind you, for example. Plans will change, but don’t 
lose the structures that enable you to change them 
in unison. ; 

Don’t panic, don’t believe unsubstantiated 
rumors. You probably won't get a clear idea of what 
was going on everywhere else during the action until 
the day after, if you ever do; in the midst of 
everything, it will be easy to get buffeted about by 
waves of faulty information, so resist acting on news 
until you’ve double-checked it. Don’t spread rumors 
yourself, and don’t just tell others your conclusions 
based on what you've seen or heard—tell them what 
you've seen or heard and let them draw conclusions 
too. 

Scouts should practice using communication 
equipment without being obvious, and while 
bicycling, if applicable; those recognized as scouts 
can count on police harassment, which will be all 
the more problematic because they are alone and 
critical to the success of the group. They should be 
particularly quick and alert. Those using radios 
should make sure they have decided together on a 
channel to use in advance, and a backup channel 
should there be problems. 

Barricades can be made out of anything from 
newspaper dispensers to burning dumpsters, and 
can serve to slow police progress or simply halt 
traffic; if you’ve scouted in advance, you should be 
able to get them in place very quickly, amid crowd 
confusion. Don’t ever completely block off an escape 
route you may need! In a less confrontational 
situation, you can make it more difficult for the police 
to follow you in an organized line by simply moving 
the wrong way up a one-way street, provided there’s 
still traffic coming down it. Offensive use of projectiles 
is serious stuff—one can go to prison for many years, 
if arrested—but it can serve to keep police at a 
distance in order to protect an area, or provoke them 
intoʻusing tear gas (which may actually be a tactic 
they hoped to avoid). Don’t begin throwing projectiles 
in a small group that can be surrounded—save it for 
massive clashes in which the city belongs to the 
police in one direction and the protesters in the other. 
When you throw, do so as part of a large group, from 
the front of the crowd, and maintain a steady hail in 
the contested area. Those behind the throwers can 
take provide more ammunition via bucket brigade. 

lf you’re planning to do property destruction, 
come equipped with the appropriate tools. Make sure 
you're informed about your targets and their 
weakness or strength; if you get in position and strike 
that felonious blow only to find you’re unable to break 
the shatter-proof glass, you've just risked a lot for 
nothing. Sometimes spray paint can be more 
eloquent than broken glass: “Network TV, keep your 
eyes on the issues” across the front of the smashed 
corporate storefront they'll want to film—or, of course, 
if possible, you can always just spraypaint their 
camera lenses! Stay abreast of the different stations’ 
coverage, so you can offer a-pithy retort to the 
reporter who accuses you of interfering with free 
speech: “We saw your coverage of the social forum 
last night—you know as well as | do you don’t care 
about free speech.” Then disappear into the crowd 
while he angrily telephones his boss. 

The most dangerous weapons you should 
probably ever consider using in a street confrontation 
are molotov cocktails. Understand that if you use 
these, you can expect serious reprisals from the 
police; only do so when you've got a police-free zone 
behind you and a sympathetic crowd close by that 
you can escape into without unnecessarily 
endangering anyone. Best case scenario, you split 
from the angry mass in a small team, apply your 
cocktail, and disappear. Try to aim them at property, 
not officers, if possible. Of course, with the 
government spending thousands of dollars on each 


officer’s special storm trooper suit, throwing stuff at _ 


cops is practically a victimless crime (and don’t give 
me that shit about more police officers than 
demonstrators going to the hospital at the anti-I.M.F. 
protests in Prague—first of all, how many 
demonstrators do you think felt safe going to those 
hospitals, and second of all, haven’t you ever heard 
of offensive injuries?)—but you'd be much better off 
throwing paint bombs at them (which can be made 
from glass bottles, hollow Christmas tree ornaments, 
or wax balls filled with paint), or shooting paint gun 
pellets from your slingshot. If they get paint over their 
clear helmets and shields, no one’s injured, but 
they’re rendered blind in their expensive armor and 
have to retreat. 

There is a variety of police weapons that may 
be deployed against you: pepper spray, tear gas, 
water cannons, concussion grenades, rubber bullets, 
clubs, charging horses or vehicles. Know what to 
expect in each situation, and be prepared. 
Sometimes the best defense really is a good offense; 


a Bloc prepared to act more quickly and 


courageously than law enforcers expect can disable 
a water cannon before it is employed against them. 
Tear gas canisters can be thrown back at the police, 
but they will be extremely hot when they land; if you 
expect to be doing this, make sure you have on 
welding gloves or other serious protection from heat, 
and that you have a good enough throwing arm and 
aim-to get them out of the area entirely. Don’t pick 
them up until they begin releasing gas—they may 
explode and injure you. Horses may balk at 
approaching an area where things are on fire; aless 
confrontational mass can deter a horse charge by 
all sitting or lying down. 

Police will endeavor to disperse unwanted 
crowds when they are not prepared to arrest them. 


Tear gas, concussion grenades, horse charges, 
rubber bullets, etc. may be employed first, if the mass 
seems particularly rowdy; then, when they deem it 
safe, the officers will move in. They will probably do 
so in lines, charging and falling back to regroup and 
consolidate their gain before charging:again. Violent 
individual ‘arrests will take place at this time to 
intimidate the mass, unless the side of the throng 
facing them is tight-knit and protected by barricades 
or united by linked arms. While the crowd seems 
volatile and daring, the police may well keep a 
distance; if the crowd is confused, passive, or 
disintegrating, they may move in to form lines in its 
midst, to speed the process along. At no point should 
you panic and run—this can only increase your 
chances of charging into trouble, and endanger 
others in the process; if others start running, shout 


out “Walk, don’t run!” Atthe same time, keep moving | 
quickly, keep things chaotic to prevent the police from f 


getting a sense of where their opponents are or what 


‘to expect; never let them come together inside the 


mass. 

If you are on the street, they will attempt to force 
you onto the sidewalk; this thins the crowd, lowers 
morale, and puts you a step closer to being cornered. 
If you are forced onto the sidewalk, you can use a 
street crossing or turn onto a side street to retake 
the asphalt; banner-carriers can rush forward and 
block the space to be taken while it is filled with $ 
people, as can bicyclists. The same goes for other 
lanes of traffic, if they are endeavoring to limit you to 
the one you have seized. If the police cannot get 
everyone onto the sidewalk, they will at least try to $ 
scare the less militant in the crowd into moving onto 
it and adopting a spectator role, so they can then 
deal with the hard core contingent; in this case, try 
to keep moving and circulating so the “spectators” 
can be absorbed again, though of course if you are 
moving in a tight Bloc you don’t want to lose your 
cohesion in such a situation. In an urban 
environment, it can be possible for an organized, 
alert group to move more quickly on foot than even 
mounted police officers; always keep moving and 
stay ahead of your foes. Sudden bursts of speed 
and changes in direction can keep them particularly 
confused—just make sure your group can engage 
in these without itself becoming confused or divided. 
To coordinate simultaneous action in large groups, 


- you can shout out a countdown from ten to one. 


Police snatch squads can be sent into a crowd 
to grab individuals the police consider leaders or 
dangerous (or who have been observed committing f 
a crime). Sometimes you can clearly see the f 
commanding officer point out an individual to be 
snatched (this can also be the case if there is an 
officer firing rubber bullets—another officer may be 
picking out the targets for him, and by watching you 
can tell who is about to be targeted). The squad will 
attempt to surround the target, while keeping an open 
corridor back to police lines. To protect against this, 
keep a close watch on police movements—they may 
form a straight line perpendicular to the mass before 
pushing in. If you know who the target is, get them 
out of the area and into different clothing. Put your 
body between approaching officers and the target; 
keep moving and obstructing their path, while making 
it seem as accidental as possible, so as not to 
become a target yourself. If a group can isolate and 
surround individual officers that have entered a 
crowd, these will back off if they don’t feel in control. 
Others can attempt to unarrest individuals who have 
been nabbed. The time to do this is as soon as the 
police strike, before they have made their way back 
to their lines. You'll need a few people to break the 
officers’ grip and others to block their path. As soon 


as your comrade is free, link arms and disappear 


immediately into the crowd.The squad will probably 
try to snatch again, and will aim for the unarresters 
now too; keep in mind that unarresting may result in 
more serious criminal charges than the original target 
would have faced, so only hazard it if you have a 
good chance of success or the stakes are too high 
not to. It has happened before that police vehicles 
surrounded by an angry crowd have been forced to 
release arrestees, but they have to be trapped there, 
not just heckled. If their tires are punctured (stick 
the sidewall, not the tread), that will force them toa Ẹ 
halt, but popping tires can be loud—again, don’t try 
this unless you’re in a trusted crowd with cover in 
range. - 


If you are grabbed by police, keep in mind that f 


even self-defense of the mildest sort can result in 
assault charges. If you expect your companions to 
try to snatch you back, keep the arresting officers’ 
job difficult by continuing to move, or else go limp: 
this will not result in assault charges (though 
“resisting arrest” is not unheard of), and will force 
the officers to work much harder to move you. Bear 
in mind that going limp may provoke them into being 
even more violent to you. If every arrest they make 
costs them a lot of manpower and time, your friends 
will be in a better position to escape or attempt to 
rescue you. 

There’s always the chance that the police will 
totally surround your group and arrest you one by 
one. If this occurs, you’re in trouble. The best defense 
is to keep abreast of police movement by means of 
scouts: they may attempt to move up side streets to 
surround you, or lure you forward while sending a 
line around to cut off your retreat. If you find your 
group surrounded by police lines that are thin in one | 
direction, you can attempt to charge out: use your 
own tight front line, protected with a barrier (banner, 
shields, fencing, linked arms at the least), to push 
as a solid wall, potentially with a plow point at the 
very front to divide them. A Bloc once used a 
wheelbarrow appropriated from a construction site f2 
to front a charge that broke through police lines. $ 
Apply this tactic as soon as possible after you've fi 
been encircled, before they are entirely sure of the 
situation, and with maximum confidence if you want 
it to work. Often your best chance to escape will be 
all together as a cohesive group; this also allows 
you to keep your equipment and clothing in the 
process, so you can maintain your effectiveness as 


Undefended “targets of opportunity” : 


Special treatment from the snatch squads 


be ready for mical warfare 


_ TE 


a Bloc, even if you only choose to use it to escape. 
On the other hand, if you are part of a crowd that is 
moving:into what you think is a trap, it may be wisest 
just to disappear onto the sidewalk and out of your 
Bloc gear before you enter a space you can't escape. 
If you are hopelessly trapped, make sure you-ditch 
all incriminating items before you are arrested, 
hopefully in such a way that they cannot be 
connected to you. ; 

Remember that the police won’t be able to 
make mass arrests unless they have lots of plastic 
handcuffs and vans or busses in the area, so these 
can be a good tip-off for what to expect. The same 
goes for chemical weapons; if they're ready to use 
tear gas, they'll all be wearing gasmasks themselves. 

Think about what the goals of the police will 
be, and how these affect your options: if they are 
trying to keep a parade route or fenced area secure, 
you may actually have free run of other areas for 
some time. If they are trying to keep a massive march 
under observation, they will have to split their forces 
to keep up with a breakaway march; this will only be 
difficult for thent if they are unprepared in numbers, 
of course, but in certain situations it may be true that 
ten groups of fifty are much more effective than one 
group of five hundred. There will be moments during 
unexpected developments when they are paralyzed 
waiting for orders; take advantage of these—but if 
an unusually long period passes without police 
activity, it may be an indication that they have a trick 
up their sleeves, such as a new, more heavily armed 
and armored force massing nearby. 

At an action the, powers that be see coming, 
you can expect to be under surveillance by 
undercover officers, and you may have to deal with 
agents provocateurs, too. Stay aware of those 
around you, especially strangers; undercover agents 
may be easy to identify (pairs of big men with two 
days of stubble on their faces, nice wristwatches, 


-and communications equipment), or very difficult to. 


Keep your companions aware of every person you 
suspect, but don’t “out” undercover agents unless 
you are absolutely sure they are agents (for example, 
one of your scouts has been following one, and seen 
him chatting with his coworkers), and something 
concrete can be gained from it. Unsubstantiated 
accusations between demonstrators can only make 
situations more tense and demonstration 
environments less welcoming. As for agents 
provocateurs and just plain stupid people, they may 
be moving among or near you, smashing locally 
owned stores and private vehicles; whether-or not 
you can prove they are cops or allies thereof, you 
can certainly make it clear to them that what they 
are doing is unacceptable and has to stop. Don’t get 
snarled up in a tactical debate in the middle of an 
action, just make your point (or, in a worst case’ 
scenario, intervene) and get on with things. 

Stay aware of others, too, besides the police; 
other demonstrators of more “liberal” or authoritarian 
bents may take it upon themselves to interfere your 
activities, unmasking you, assaulting you, or pointing 
you out to authorities; the same goes for local 
civilians. Never, ever respond to this with violence; 
walk away, or run if necessary. A direct. action. that 
turns into a brawl with locals or other activists is 
disastrous for everyone. Attempt to talk out 
differences, if this appears possible and worthwhile, 
when tempers have cooled, in a safe space removed 
from the immediate action; send a spokesperson if 
necessary, preferably a supporter from outside the 
Bloc. At the least, this can distract the meddlers while 
the’ rest of the group moves on to other actions. 

As crazy as things get, remember that the police have 
firearms, and there’s rarely any reason to risk getting 
killed for an action. A street confrontation with better- 
armed police officers is almost always going to be 
something more of a spectacle of confrontation than 
a no-holds-barred, life-or-death battle; there’s no 
shame in this fact, it’s just important to take into 
account. The police are restricted in what they can 
do by what public opinion will decree about it; you 
are limited in what you can do by a similar question, 
for whenever you move up to a more confrontational 
tactic the police will immediately upgrade their tactics 
to a level higher than yours. In this sense, 
streetfighting is a matter of chivalry for us radicals: 
we always permit our opponents the more powerful 
tools, in order to keep the violence from getting too 
out of hand—and, of course, to show off how much 
more noble and courageous we are! If the papers 
read (as they have before) “Violence erupted when 
activists began throwing back tear gas canisters fired 
by the police,” it will be clear to everyone what's going 
on. 

Stay flexible, tactically. lf you showed up in riot 
gear for a confrontation with the police, but find 
yourselves totally outnumbered and unprepared, you 
can.turn the other direction and move through nearby 
neighborhoods picking up trash and beautifying the 
area—that'll give the media a confusing message to 
distort! 

Once again, all this will be very different if you 
are applying the Bloc tactic outside the 


-demonstration setting. Rather than engaging in a 


confrontation with the police which you hope will be 
contagious, or at least risking the possibility, you will 
probably be doing everything you can to avoid 
encountering the police. Scouts, in this case, will 
serve more to warn you about the approach of the 
police than to monitor the lumbering movements of 
nearby police forces, and, accordingly, may be better 
posted at freeway overpasses or in disguise outside 
the liquor store than on bicycles. 

Escape: at the end of the action, the final 
remaining challenge is to get out of your gear and 
disappear. Layers, once again, are key: under your 
Bloc clothing, you should be wearing clothing that 
will make you blend easily with whatever liberal 
protesters or civilians will be in the area. You may 
have to get down to this layer at an instant’s notice: 
for instance, if the police have singled you out and 


- are pursuing you. Make sure it’s a quick and easy 


transition to make (though not one that can happen 


accidentally, in the midst of the action!). Try to do ` 


this in a mass of inattentive people, or around a 
corner or in a bush; if you’re seen or caught on 


camera changing, all that trouble you went to 


masking up may be wasted. Hopefully you have a 
clever escape route or two already planned out: an 
inconspicuous alley, an open space too wide for any 
police barricade to block, a fence you can climb more 
quickly than any pig officer. If possible, you might 
want to lock a bicycle somewhere nearby, so once 
you've gotten away you can hop on that and move 
quickly; in urban environments, you can also try to 
get a taxi (provided they’re out and about), or get on 
the subway (though in a serious situation this may 
be shut down, or the police checking people coming 
in), or duck into a restaurant and just eat fries ina 
quiet corner in your civilian disguise until things quiet 
down. Unless things have gotten really hairy, you 
should still be with your partner, if not a few members 
of your affinity group. 

Finally, the number one rule of all direct action: 
quit while you’re ahead. Take things as far as you 
can, but live to fight another day, unless this really is 
the Last Battle. $ 


-Afterwards 

After the action, gather again in your affinity 
group at a place and time safely removed from 
danger and surveillance. Give everyone a space to 
share how they're feeling. Discuss and critique what 
happened, what you learned from it, what it means 
for the future. If applicable, make sure to report on 


your conclusions to other affinity groups who were ` 


involved, and seek their feedback as well. If any of 
you have been arrested or are facing other difficulties 


such as injury, discuss how to handle this. Celebrate’ 


your achievements, offer emotional support, swear 
and plot revenge if need be. Make sure above all 
that everyone involved knows they: are loved and 
supported. 

Don’t ever brag about your achievements in a 
Bloc, or share anything others don’t need to know, 
especially if it could incriminate someone. Keep in 
mind that it’s possible you've been caught on camera 
and, however carefully disguised you were, identified 
by the authorities. In Sweden, a few months after a 
street confrontation at a meeting of the European 
Union, early one morning the police arrived at the 
residences of a couple dozen activists who had been 
involved and arrested them all at the same moment. 
That's a worst case scenario—don’t let it make you 
paranoid. Just stay aware of the dangers; if you’re 
doing a lot of heavy stuff, or organizing for it, you 
might want to live in such a way that your enemies 
would be hard-pressed to know where to find you 
any given morning. 


Some important related subjects not 
covered in this recipe: 

Jail solidarity and prison support 

Medical Treatment 

Legal Observers 

Handling arrest 

Counseling and support 


to plant organic seeds. Work was spontaneously and 
naturally divided among teams: media, art, etc. The 
media team made different pamphlets for different 
people—one for the corporate media, one for people 
walking down the street, even one for the employees 
working there to explain to them what was 
happening. As time progressed and more and more 
car-loads of people drove down the dirt road to the 
farm, we knew that Monday morning, our day to 
strike, was going to be larger than we expected. 

We had picked our target in complete secrecy, 
and only a few people knew its name and location. If 
somehow word had leaked to the biotechnology 
company that we were planning something, our 
action would have been ruined. Unlike many blocs 
at protests, we didn’t have a horde of protesters to 
serve as a distraction, so the main element in our 
favor was surprise. We told everyone else to trust 
us—it-was going to be a biotechnology target 
somewhere nearby—and that we had scoped it out. 
Indeed, we had discovered that the entire complex, 
one of the main research centers for a biotechnology 
company, had only a few security guards! 

This company had genetically engineered corn to 
feature “traitor seeds,” seeds modified to be 
dependent on their expensive pesticides. Farmers ` 
would purchase these cheap seeds, and then go into 
debt buying the pesticide, losing their land and 
livelihood. This destruction of small and indigenous 
farming and of biodiversity was leading to huge 
demonstrations in Brazil and India in which these 
crops were ripped from the ground and the seeds 
burnt, in public! These seeds were being designed 
right down the street—and no one even knew about 
it. The company was so smug they didn’t even hire 
much in the way of security. Everyone agreed that it 
was a worthy target, and everyone from pacifists to 
militants was happy with keeping the exact location 
secret until the day of action. 

The night before, we went over a map, including 
aerial photos (which are easily downloaded from the 
internet—try www.terraserver.) and detailed maps. 
We didn’t give away the precise location except to 
one driver from each of the cars. People were given 
an all-too-quick training on un-arresting and bloc 
techniques, and communication equipment was 
distributed among the affinity groups. This lack of 
training, especially considering most of the 
participants had never been part of a bloc, was a 
great mistake. Still, affinity groups had come together 
naturally over the few days before the action, 


“everyone joining groups with close friends who 


wanted to risk the same level of arrest and participate 
in the same type of action. Without any argument or 
coercion, autonomous groups had formed for a truly 
diverse range of actions: climbing on the roof of the 
building and dropping banners, digging up the front 
yard of the biotechnology company to plant seeds, 
doing independent media work, passing out flyers 
on the sides of nearby highways to the traffic that 
would be snarled by the spectacle we were to create, 
performing in a play involving the giant indigenous 
farmer puppet, acting as police liaisons (a police 
liaison is a person whose job is basically to delay 


Molotov Cocktail: a imattinianade. With toonlch=-the: police bysacting,assthe.‘spokesperson’sforthess 


vermouth and not enough olives. 


"seee BLACK BLOC! 


“? think wee will present areal contrast fram a 
bunch of kids all dressed i so is 


nen 3 Pee Taal URIEN thea guia ta Fairfax VA, in 
the Washington Finst, Gr Gst 


Account: 

Local anarchists and Earth First!ers wanted to 
make an offensive strike against a biotechnology. 
company whose crimes had not been brought to 
public attention (in fact, the corporation had bribed 
the local town government). There was considerable 
discussion about what tactics to use—and there was 
a huge variety of tactical differences, with some of 
us committed to non-violence and others being wild 
militant anarcho-primitivists! Being from small towns 
in an area not well-known for having lots of activists, 
we had to work together to allow everyone to 
participate at whatever level they were comfortable. 
The non-violent folks could have dropped a banner, 
or someone might have come.at night and shredded 
the crops, but what could be done that would allow 
us to work together, be safe, damage this evil 
corporation, and provide a wake up call such as our 
placid small towns had never seen before? What 
better than the ‘bloc’! Who says we need a major 
mobilization or a giant anti-war protest to use such 
tactics? We can have the excitement and the action 
of any global day of action any day of the week in 
our own town. It’s not like there’s more state to smash 
in Washington D.C., Genoa, or Seattle than there is 


-in our own neighborhoods. Not only that, but this 


time the cops wouldn’t be ready for us. 

Since we were going to combat biotechnology, 
it made more sense for us to dress in biohazard suits 
than in black—not only did they disguise us, but they 
got our message across by themselves. Bought in 
bulk, they were less than three dollars each. The 
suits lacked face masks, so we made a quick trip 
down to the hospital for them. We started spreading 
news of the action to our friends by word of mouth, 
keeping our bloc limited to only those we trusted. 

Committed folks drove in from out of town and 
set up a ‘base camp’ for the action at a local farm, 
building banners, preparing flags, writing flyers and 
media releases. The excitement was contagious: 
local puppeteers brought down a gargantuan puppet 
of an indigenous farmer, and a local farmer wanted 


to dig up the front lawn of the biotechnology company 


group), and, of course, property destruction. 
Surprisingly, there was no predictable conflict about 
violence versus non-violence; everyone felt that they 
were participating in a collective action in which every 
group and every action was vital to the overall 
success of the whole project—the project at hand 
being to utterly humiliate a biotechnology company 
that had counted on no one even knowing they 
existed. 

At the crack of dawn; everyone put on their 
biotechnology suits, double-checked their props, and 
jumped into their cars. We parked in the parking lots 
of a nearby hotel and family restaurant, and ran into 
the front yard of the massive biotechnology complex. 
Immediately groups scrambled up onto the roof and 
dropped banners; other groups began spray-painting 
‘Fuck Biotechnology’ and ‘Free the Seed’ on the walls 
of the building. Giant banners were unfurled, and 
within minutes an unearthly play began, with groups 
of biotechnology-suited people and a traditionally- 
dressed farmer tearing up the carefully manicured 
lawn of the company, planting organic seeds, while 
giant biotechnology corn visuals were erected facing 
the highway. The employees of the company must 
have thought one of their own experiments had gone 
horribly awry, and fled inside, locking their doors and 
staring out the windows. The security guards, vastly 
outnumbered, just watched with mouths agape. This 
entire action was visible from the highway, and more 
participants dressed in biohazard suits handed our 
flyers out and carefully talked through the issues with 
passing traffic—traffic that soon ground to a halt. 
Within fifteen minutes, our action had completely 
paralyzed one of the largest biotechnology 
companies in the world and had frozen traffic on one 
of the major highways in the United States. Of 
course, it was the cops that actually shut down the 
highway—maybe in fear the publie would see the 
spectacle ahead. 

Of course the cops did come eventually— 
although, due to the element of surprise, we had free 
run of the place for almost an hour. Even when the - 
first cops arrived, they realized like the security 
guards that they were outnumbered by a large mass 
of maniacs in biotech suits. They tried “talking” to 
our police liaisons, who repeatedly told them we had 
to consult with each other on any decision, a delaying 
tactic that enabled us to get more of the action 
done—a mistake in retrospect, since that was when 
we should have re-grouped and preparéd for the 
inevitable police assault. Even after reinforcements 
arrived, the cops were afraid to act until some of the 
businessmen came out of the office and whispered 
in their ears. A few of the officers began trying to 
arrest people, starting by arresting the only person 
they could identify—the farmer. Unfortunately, all the 
affinity groups were so absorbed in carrying out the 
actions they had planned they let some precious 
seconds pass before they could act—and by then 
the police managed to pepper-spray one individual 


in the face. However, through quick thinking, our 
white biotech suit disguises, and some ridiculously 
brave unarresting techniques (including giving cops 
wedgies and pulling people free from their grasp) 
we managed to protect almost everyone from arrest. 
At this point the bloc had become a very loose cluster 
of affinity groups, most folks not even spatially near 
each other, which played into the hands of the cops. 
When calls to ‘bloc up’ were made, it soon became 
apparent most people didn’t have any idea what we 
‘were talking about, and had little grasp that_by 
gathering together as a larger group we could stand 
off the cops—a difficulty due to our lack of training 
beforehand. Still, when cops came out on bikes, 
protesters nimbly jumped over fences to avoid them, 
leading one cop to a near-collision with the fence! 
For a good fifteen minutes pure pandemonium 
reigned, with cops unsuccessfully chasing protesters 
and protesters swarming outside the cops’ grasp 
without evacuating the premises of the company. The 
farmer chose to be arrested non-violently while the 
person who was pepper-sprayed was finally cuffed 
after a considerable battle. Finally, the cops settled 
down and agreed to let us move our protest off the 
premises. Rescuing our giant banners, we managed 
to. regroup our scattered forces and make a quick 
getaway to our cars. Altogether, out of fifty-some 
people at the action, there were three arrests. 

We tried to make it back to our secret hide-out, 
only to find out the city had sent undercover cops 
after us. After some quick driving, we escaped the 
police and pulled into a truck station—we had to 
dispose.of our biotech suits, which we were still 
wearing! We went around back to an isolated 
dumpster and began throwing our biotech suits and 
other incriminating evidence inside. Then, to our 
surprise, we noticed a trucker watching us through 
his shades. He gave us a. thumbs up and a shady 
smile. Our victory was all over the CB radios! 

Reunited at our secret hideout, we gathered 
around and decided to march downtown and to the 
jail. Everywhere, people were talking about our 
action, at diners and in shopping centers, old men 
and young women—no one had seen it coming, and 
people got the message! Not only that, but almost 
everyone was supportive—‘| don’t believe they're 
putting that in our food,” “they're messing with God’s 
creation,” “that company’s just out to make money 
regardless of the cost to this town or the world” ...1 
had never before seen such a positive reaction to 
an action. When we finally got to the jail, our boring 
little town was scandalized—as was the biotech 
company! 

A lawyer agreed to defend the defendants for 
two hundred bucks, and we raised the money 
through benefit concerts in which every style of music 
from punk to bluegrass was played. In court, the cops 
admitted that due to everyone wearing white biotech 
suits they were unable to identify exactly who did 
what, so they couldn't really make any. charges stick. 
At the end, the defendants were let off with 
community service and the cops even apologized! 

As in any action, there were things that went 
wrong and things that went right. We definitely had 
freesrun.of,the. place. fora while;,and,could have... 
inflicted much more serious damage on the 
biotechnology company than we did—at the risk of 
possibly alienating some people. Given the weight 
of the issue, it probably would have been worth it!” 
We definitely should have done more unarresting 
trainings—the methods we used, like jumping and 
wrestling with cops, may be courageous, but are not 
recommended. We could have also used a good bloc 
training—people didn’t really respond when folks 
called out ‘bloc up’ to tighten our ranks. Fifty people 
together could definitely have stood up the cops, but 
when people panicked and began running around 
as lone individuals, the cops managed to nab them. 
Lastly, we should have had a lawyer ready ahead of 
time. Still, hindsight is always clearer than foresight, 
and the creative use of bloc tactics with great public 
outreach made this an action people in our small 


. town will be talking about for years—and one that’s 


caused the biotechnology company considerable 
grief and expense. 

There are some that say the bloc is dead, but 
itis only as dead as the ideas that motivate it. Trying 
to repeat Seattle is going to fail: those ideas died 
after they were employed, but they were well and 
alive at the time because they were new and creative: 
the cops couldn't see them coming. Don’t just think 
about previous blocs, look around you for living 
inspiration. The real question is not whether the bloc 
is dead or alive, but what ideas we can come up 
with for striking the next blow against capitalism. May 
that next blow be a killing one! æ 


(Footnotes) 

1 People who are not interested in serious illegal 
activity themselves can be very important allies for 
those who are; indeed, those who undertake such 
activity are in great need of solidarity and support 
from others who do not. The most dramatic, 

impressive triumphs of direct action are only 
possible—and only effective, in the long run!— 
because of support from people applying more 
conventional tactics and approaches; the converse 
is probably true, as well. It’s really unfortunate that 
some activists, still stuck in the competitive mindset 
of capitalist culture, feel they need to compete to 
determine whose tactics are the most committed or 
impressive. lt is important that we not see tactics as 
existing in a hierarchy of value from risk-free and 
insignificant to dangerous and glorious, but rather in 
an ecosystem in which all play an irreplaceable role. 
As revolutionaries, our role in such an ecosystem is 
to create a mutually-enhancing harmony between 
our efforts and those of others, even if they want to 
waste time competing with us for the currency of 
“being right.” No tactic can be effective alone; all can 
be effective together. 
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WHY CLEAR CHANNEL SUCKS: 


By special K 

With all the corporate merging going on now days, 
it is becoming increasingly more and more difficult to 
distinguish who owns what. Even more confusing is 
figuring out where your money is going and what is 
being done with it. The most dangerous of the conglom- 
erates also usually end up being the most covert, and 
spend years growing in power in shaded silence. One 
such Texas based company, Clear Channel Communi- 
cations, has secured their position of media monopoly 


_ moving along virtually invisible and unquestioned (until 


recently) with some of their business roots being es- 
tablished as long as a century ago. What makes a com- 
pany like Clear Channel! especially menacing is the 
extent their controlling hold. Your money and your mind 
may be generously feeding the belly of a single beast 
in ways you wouldn't even expect. 

Clear Channel Communications currently owns, 
operates or exclusively promotes over 200 entertain- 
ment venues in the United States and many others in 
the UK, Canada and Sweden. In addition, operates 
more than 1500 radio stations worldwide, with a con- 
servative estimate of 1200 in 300 US major cities alone 
(roughly 970 more than its closest competitor), the rest 
located throughout Mexico, Europe, Australia and New 
Zealand. Clear Channel also claims ownership to 37 
television stations affiliated with all the major networks, 
has nearly 900 international websites, and boasts of 
being one of the largest advertising companies in the 
world. They currently operate more than 750,000 pro- 
motional displays in 65 countries - having their shit 
smeared on everything from buses, billboards, train 
stations, taxis, and bus shelters to airport walls, shop- 
ping malls and street furniture. They call this their "Gone 
from Home Network," a scheme ensuring at least half 
of all adults who leave their house take in one form or 
another of Clear Channel propaganda (or, "intercept- 
ing customers" as they call it on their website). On top 
of that, in 2002 Clear Channel also promoted concerts 
that sold 30 million tickets... 26 million more than its 
closest competitor in that market. That's not even the 
extent of it. A few things | found out alarmed me more 
than others, but all together woke me up to the en- 
croaching monolith and for me resulted in a now con- 
scientious permanent boycoit on all aspects of their 
business. 

With Clear Channel Communications being the 
largest concert promoter in the country, it is extremely 
fitting that they operate and/or own a portion of the mu- 
sic venues in almost every one of our major US cities 
as well. However, it surprisingly seems virtually un- 
known to the public. | hadn't even thought about the 
business behind local clubs myself until the end of this 
past winter when some friends mentioned a small ar- 
ticle on the subject in a local independent newspaper. | 
checked in on it and the more | found out, the more it 
bothered me - especially when | pulled my head out of 
my ass and realized how | was perpetuating a system 
that Lam utterly opposed to. While many indie and punk 
shows tend to be put on at either a small business, 
collectively owned venue or a basement, many people 
from time to time are likely to want to go see bands like 
GBH or The Cramps who have to play ata larger place 
big enough to hold the crowd size. Both bands recently 
came through Minneapolis and played at The Quest, a 
Clear Channel club that caters to a good number of 
mid-size shows that come through town. Unfortunately, 
not always having known what | do now, | had been 
going there occasionally for years to see bands. It re- 
ally had the appearance of being an average down- 
town city venue. However, the politics of Clear Chan- 
nel club promotion and ownership are nothing short of 
the traditional capitalist empire maneuvers, so the de- 
ception makes perfect sense. The cornering of a cer- 
tain market can not be accomplished without the con- 
trol of the majority of outlets, therefore (for example) 
buying or managing 7 out of 10 mid- to large-size ven- 
ues in a single city means the near shut-out of any ri- 
valry. Once this has been accomplished, they can buy 
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up all the smaller clubs and the mother company then 
has the option of consolidation or shutting down ven- 
ues to relieve them of the “financial burden", including 
employees and their health benefits (if they even had 
any in the first place) who rely on their job for a living. 
Clear Channel has also gone so far as to buy busi- 
nesses that end up costing them money in order to box 
out the competition. This also ensures operative con- 
trol over the kinds of artists that are booked allowing 
executives to mold the entertainment to exhibit only 
what they want you to see-more than likely the most 
lucrative of the acts in the mainstream. Being apathetic 
to the idea of music as something purely for enjoyment, 
shutting down the many faces of richly varied music 
styles, cutting jobs to save money, artists playing friendly 
politics to make a quick buck, and bringing in money to 
avenue to help the rich to build their empire is nothing 
to be supported. The decision we have of whether or 
not to abstain from contribution to such a scheme in 
the name of a single night of entertainment should not 
be a difficult choice. 
For a partial listing of 
local Clear Channel 
controlled venues, 
see the web address 
below. 

As if that's not 
enough, in recent past 
Clear Channel has 
also been the key 
sponsor of numerous 
pro-war assemblies 
endorsing George 
Bush's strategies 
against the (now ba- 
sically defunct) em- 
pire of Saddam 
Hussein. It is respon- 


é Sponsor of 
“patriotic rallies* 
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Administration has been strangely successful in dis- 
guising actual empirical and money-making motives, 
all the while thwarting general public scrutiny. As people 
of the US blindly wallow in Georgie’s do-good policies, 
the big businesses are hungrily licking their lips as the 
blood of the innocent spills daily in foreign lands. 
Obviously, a company like Clear Channel that 
frowns upon diverse opinions would certainly not miss 
the chance to dominate the airwaves while simulta- 
neously preventing liberals and radicals from slipping 
by unchallenged. As you probably already know, radio 
airwaves belong-to the people, although it is definitely 
very difficult to tell at this point whether or not the pub- 
lic has any say at all in how radio is being used. Radio 
had been depended on since its creation not only as 
an outlet for pleasant entertainment, but also vital com- 
munity and world information. Everything is now care- 
fully manufactured news, short preconceived play lists, 
and a dumping ground for commercial advertising. An 
artist rarely even has the chance now days of getting 
any radio airplay 
unless the majority 
of their budget is 
going to the appro- 
priate promoters. | 
never really lis- 
tened-to the radio 
anyhow, but it's 
sickening knowing 
that it's all being 
constructed by the 
motive of creating 
such a compliant 
and conformed 
mindset one that it 
-will constantly feed 
and breed consum- 
ers, directing the 
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public toward 
lifestyles that will 


speakers and enter- 
tainment, and using 
it's over-abundance of 
dominated outlets to 
promote these “Patri- 
otic Rallies." Some. 
attendees received 
handouts of American 
flags; others brought their own pre-made posters criti- 
cizing liberals, anti-war advocates, and anyone who 
opposes the Bush Administration's policies. Unofficial 
head count at the gatherings numbered in the thou- 
sands, some reaching almost twenty thousand. While 
many companies shy away from publicly disclosing a 
political opinion in the arena spotlight, Clear Channel 
has no problem when it comes to picking sides and 
putting on displays. The executives are walking hand 
in hand with the president himself, as Clear Channel 
was one of the biggest contributors to the 2000 Bush 
campaign. It is the ultimate power whore 69, a frighten- 
ing team-up; Bush has the power position to shape the 
policies and propaganda spread by the neo-Christian 
conservative Clear Channel who in turn can sneak by 
with lined pockets and ever-loosening regulations. They 
are commodity pushers, surging ahead towards an ideal 
consumer environment and holing up facets of free 
speech to ease the public out of political matters and 
into being passive money spenders. The resuscitation 
of the US economy following 9-11 was a perfect ex- 
ample of The Machine at its finest, with commercials 
and advertising urging citizens to “support their coun- 
try" by shopping. As “Operation Iraqi Freedom" (what a 
joke!) predictably descended upon the world, the most 
powerful of the US companies had much to gain from 
rallying behind a president that promised the drones of 
the US public everything they were craving -- safety, 
perseverance, and growth. A company that encour- 
aged these promises ensured the returned favor of ad- 
miration from the public in monetary form. The Bush 
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prove beneficial to 
the private master- 
minds. It’s not just 
radio, either. TV, the 
visual equivalent, 
and newspapers, 
the printed media 
mainstay, together 
with the airwaves have filled the media funnel to the 
brim with selective misinformation... news stories 
riddled with right-wing ramblings and half-ass world re- 
ports on nothing we need to hear. Jesus was a great 
man! Eat at McDonald’s! Shop and be happy! Clear 
Channel stations reach an estimated 110 million listen- 
ers every week - a perfect situation for abuse of power. 

More recently, with some drastic changes in Fed- 


Bush Sr, 


~ eral Communications Commission regulatory rules, the 


propaganda push is surging forward’and Clear Chan- 
nel will probably be the biggest profiteer. As of June 2, 
2003, it was decided by a vote of 3-2 to loosen regula- 
tory rules pertaining to the run of public communication 
outlets. The forerunner clearing the path at the top of 
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is 
chairman Michael Powell, son of the Secretary of State, 
Colin Powell. Among other things, the ban on cross- 
media ownership was to be lifted. It is now legal for a 
single company to own a combination of a number of a 
city's major newspapers, TV stations and/or radio sta- 
tions. With the newly deregulated FCC rules, the num- 
ber of Clear Channel owned outlets is going to sky- 
rocket. Having vast amounts of media sections under- 
foot, Clear Channel already has effectively stomped 
most of its competition in all sectors, closing almost all 
vestiges of larger diverse voices that manage trickle 
down to the general public basically eliminating what- 
ever remaining entertainment, press and radio freedom 
is left. They can now use one pre-recorded DJ broad- 
casted from a single station to air in many cities coun- 
try-wide, have pre-set play lists (of acceptable artists, 
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of course) to cut down on wasted time and money ata 
radio station, add millions of commercials from some 
"close friends" (those who will pay shitloads.of cash), 
and broadcast a lot of national news on local TV per- 
taining to pre-selected republican and religious affairs. 
It's hard to fathom how such a brute of a company could 
justify any claim to promoting public options and cre- 
ativity. It's even harder to understand why it took so 
long for a few people to take notice. : 

Unfortunately, the progress that Clear Channel 
has made so far is nearly irreversible and part of the 
US is still oblivious to what is happening. The power as - 
such is given to corporate giants by those of us that 
have been a little bit too ignorant for way too long. What 
we can do, however, is work from the bottom up, turn- 
ing off that pre-recorded right-wing radio bullshit and 
supporting pirate radio and local stations that are con- 
tributing to the good of the community, holding tight to 
their rightful portion of the public airwaves. As Clear 
Channel threatens the music scene, realize that all ven- 
ues are in danger of some repercussion, no matter how 
small. We need to let artists and musicians know that 
we WILL NOT support them if they so choose to play at 
avenue ran by, owned by, or promoted by Clear Chan- 
nel. People need to try their best to support the bands 
that do play at independent clubs to ensure that there 
is a network of options, diversity and freedom. Most 
importantly, we need to take interest enough to inform 
ourselves thorough much available alternative media. 
There is an abundance of varied voices to be heard in 
the independent newspapers, on the net, and through 
local city organizations. Pay attention, to be aware and 
to take responsibility is one needed step. Putting those 
beliefs into action is what will make it change. 

There is much more information out there about 
Clear Channel and other corporate media. Please visit 
any of the listed websites or go to www.google.com 
and do a "Clear Channel" search. 


Bush Family-CC connection: 
www.takebackthemedia.com/radiogaga. html 


To find out which venues in your city are owned by 
CC: www.clearchannel.com/entertainment/venue.php 


To find out which radio stations in your city are a 
part of the CC network: 
www.clearchannel.com/radio/search.php 


Other informative sites: 

www.clearchannel.com 

www.clearchannelsucks.org 
www.prometheusradio.org 

www.citizenworks.org 

www.takebackthemedia.com 

www.salon.com (search for articles by Eric Boehlert) 
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(think it humorous that I’ve found myself arguing 
with friends over the basic fact of your 
existence! Some people believe Evasion has 


_ some sort of collective authorship... 


This misunderstanding stems from the contrived 
“Anonymity” of most Crimethinc output. | never had 
much interest in participating in this. 


| have noticed however youseem to. avoid credit 
as an author. For one, your decision to actually 
author Evasion as “Anonymous”. Additionally, 
you never seem to turn up at independent media 


conferences or zine symposiums, and almost - 


never do interviews. 


Truth is, I’m not “anonymous”, in the sense of 
avoiding recognition as an author. It’s just that no 
one never asks. | have friends who know of Evasion, 
know me, and don’t know | wrote it. They've never 
asked. | would do more readings, or interviews, but 

` Pm never invited. | wish more people would get in 
touch, I’m not interested in creating a shady, “man 
in the shadows” mystery around myself. Until this 
mystery dissipates, |’m still one of those top secret 
writers, largely out of the social circles and largely 
still “anonymous”. 


When we first met, knowing you only through 
your writing, | was certainly taken aback at your 
less-than-crusty appearance. You’ve said before 
the age of punk fashion is dead, and that it’s 
time to move on to subversion through 
something deeper. than shock value... 


Listen, I’m crust! I’m listening to Detrimental Greed 
from San Diego right now. Its just that when you 
travel or, like, try to avoid paying for things, you kind 
of have to adopt a less criminal appearance for the 
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Evasion came out two years ago, 

material inside is over four years old. In “punk 
years”, this is a significant amount of time. In 
terms of your lifestyle, has anything changed? 
Are you still at it? 


Nothings changed, I’m solid. | haven’t had a job in 


7 years. Everything I've written about still has a place | 


in my life. There are things that fluctuate with the 
changing tide of my whimsy - like, currently | ride a 
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instead of travelling 6 months out of the year I’ve 
cut down to 3 recently so as to focus on various 
projects. But nothing’s changed. Anything that might 
appear to be so after all these years would just be a 
misunderstanding as to what | was saying in 
Evasion. Fundamentally, it’s a real life account of 
one persons life doing whatever it takes to be in 
control of his life, and not falling victim to the 
opposite: choosing a life that controls you. And as a 
secondary message, it’s about living simply. Even 
paying rent could have a place in this, were a person 
able to pull it off and live without the restrictions of 
work schedules, alarm clocks, and other such 
leashes. The message, if anything, is total non- 
compromise in pursuing a life worth living. A nine- 
to-five job has no place in a full, rich life. I’m happier 
under a bridge. 


One of the biggest criticisms | hear to “doing 
the Evasion thing” (as it’s been called) is that 
it’s not sustainable - scams get burned out, and 
of course “after the revolution” no one will be 
throwing vegan cookies in dumpsters... 


Don’t believe them when they tell you militant 
unemployment isn’t sustainable. When one scam 
get’s burned out, you pick yourself up and figure 
out a new one. | can think of at least 5 consecutive 
free-phone scams I’ve used since high school. They 
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Dumpster: Internal Ami 
data regarding a little knowa-detail:of 
their ticketing*issuance policy: I'll say- 
nothing more on this but that Amtrak 
Inc. would want me dead if they knew 
what | know. Was this better:than: 
another recent dive yielding blueprints 
to the state prison? I’m undecided. 
Favorite Town: Boulder, CÒ; Santa 
Barbara, CA; or Town X - where: | lived for 
six months last year. Name to be revealed i in 
the next Evasion. : 


Arrest Story: None. It’s never happened. 


Tell us more about your above-mentioned © 
aversion to “traveller kid culture”. It seems clear 
from both meeting you and your writing that you 
distance yourself from this crowd (and 

consequently - much of your readership). Do 
you have regrets about playing a part in the 
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There are worse bibles (laughs). Between manual 
and literature, the answer in a perfect world would 
be “both”. But the problem with doing anything on 
the scale of a book found in bookstores and 

Walmart.com (| just learned they have Evasion up 
- yikes!) is that you can’t be too specific with the 
more practical advice on things like scams and such. 
Unfortunately people cannot be trusted to use the 
advice on a strictly “as needed” basis, and do so 
with respectful awareness of a scam’s fragility. So if 
| laid out everything | knew in the pages of Evasion, 
the techniques would be obsolete overnight, simply 
for the fact that we’ve published 16,000 books, and 
no scam is sustainable when you have 16,000 kids 
and all their friends trying out, say, the new phone 
card scam. So these fragile specifics aren’t written 
about. | instead favor vague references to such 
things, merely hinting at what is possible before 
retreating to another topic. This way, kids who are 
interested enough to ask around can get some 
specifics, and the weekend warriors into these 
tactics for the novelty will be deterred. The 

unfortunate side effect of this exclusivity is that too 
often information is kept to an exclusive inner circle, 
at the loss of everyone not in the “cool crowd”. Or 
those who lack the tolerance - like me - for the 
“traveller kid culture” in which this information tends 
to circulate. But it’s the unfortunate state of things 
that once aware of a problem, the corporate powers 
can close the loopholes in a moment. Therefore, 
quite a lot of specific advice must be left out of the 
narrative. It would be hugely irresponsible for me to 
do otherwise. The feared “burn out” effect of writing 
a how-to manual happened with Abbie Hoffman's 


Evasion Interview 


fertile life for having rich experiences. I’m not here 
to make friends. 

| can’t Say if Evasion played a role in the recent 
surge of “traveller kids”. | can say the now-cliche 
“traveller kid” is pretty irrelevant to my life. | don’t 
really hang out with those kids. It’s unfortunate that 
people’s image of voluntarily unemployed kids 
looking for something more out of this life are forged 
by only the most obnoxious, pushy, disrespectful and 
drunk. The kids who show up in town and 
immediately look for the nearest punk house to crash 
at. | was never this way, | never much cared for 
interacting with punk kids when travelling. It was 
always more about the travel experience. | never 
wanted local kids to spoon-feed me the down-low 
on dumpsters, or places to crash, or any types fun 
or stimulus. | like to find these things on my own. 
There is, | think, a lot of kids like me who pass 
unnoticed. You probably won’t meet them, but 
they’re there. Kids who hitchhiked into town and 
perhaps don’t look flamboyantly punk. Who travel 
alone (as | do at least half the time), and won’t be 
looking to sleep on your floor - they’re fine on the 
roof of 7-11. Kids into it for the experience, the 
stimulation of not knowing what's going to happen 
next. This, really, is the fundamental gap between 
myself and most “traveller kids” - there is little room 
for uncertainty in what they do. It’s very safe - and 
consequently, dull - to move in the punk-circuit of 
rolling into town, seeking out the Food Not Bombs, 
staying at the punk house, attending the punk show, 
and leaving town to do the same thing again - with 
different scenery. lII take a small town night alone 
with the local kids outside the mini mart. 


One of the more interesting and unique facets 
of Evasion was your espousing the unpopular 
view that suburbs can be fun. Much of your travel 
stories have a suburban setting, and cover your 
utilization of the resources there - stealing food, 
making personal office space at grocery store 
deli seating, living in the abandoned houses of 
wealthier neighborhoods, etc. Taking refuge in 
suburbia is in ways a taboo practice for punks. 
Are you really “down with the suburbs” or is 
there a deeper message here? 


The message is: make the world your 
playground. There are rich experiences to be had 
everywhere. While most zines cover life in a played- 
out circuit of trendy-punk-ghetto to trendy-punk- 
ghetto - Philadelphia to Eugene - Evasion will always 

- cover the towns that get no respect. The places 
unwritten about, and my search for their possibilities 
and personalities despite the lack of a cool record 
store. In fact | find “worst” towns where “there’s 
nothing going on” are the most fertile. A trip last week 
took me through a sterile suburb, where I had a long 
conversation with two professional thieves outside 
a Starbucks. My criminal-eye noticed them working. 
the store in coordination to steal an espresso 
machine. After they loaded it into the car | went up 
and congratulated them on a slick job. It was a great 
conversation between kindred spirits, and | had a 
much more enriching experience in that suburban 
parking lot than a night at, say, the cool collective 
house in the nearby city, talking to some anarcho- 
socialite. There are: no “boring towns”, just boring 
people. 


What was one piece of advice you wish you had 
included in the book? 


1) don’t drink 
2) when you travel - talk to people 


One thing that seemed to missing from the book 
- which | learned after speaking with you 
personally - is your continual pushing of the 
limits of rascality, if we could call it that. If 
seemed like the tactics described in Evasion 
were just the start, and the future of Evasion- 
style scams lay in totally different arenas. For 
example, you showed me a book you’d been 
reading on disguises, and another on the 
psychology of lying... 


| think I’ve always had a propensity for rascality. In 
high school | would go to the supermarket by my 


house and take over the P.A. system to announce 
“All six packs 25 cents for the next 10 minutes”, then 
sit back by the magazines and laugh at the ensuing 
chaos. My intentions have become more focused 


. since then - even since the publication of Evasion 


two years ago - but the flame for devilry still burns. 
| think it all started in junior high, with the acquiring 
of a book titled “Spite, Malice, and Revenge” by 


traveling, and rent-free living arrangements - in 
the last year and a half. 


Since the book release I’ve been on two band tours, 
two book tours, ridden in a stolen car, almost got 
arrested a few times, hung out backstage at the Blink 
182 concert dressed as a pizza man, etc. etc. And, 
a lot of writing for the next Evasion... It’s almost done. 
50,000 words of my life living in a broom closet on 
the campus of a prestigious university. An account 
on the daily comedy of poverty in one of the nations 
wealthiest communities. Sun, sand, surf, free food, 
and having to dress really nice all the time to avoid 
a fifth thing - jail! I’m forgoing the short stories this 
time for a true saga, with all the crucial elements of 
Evasion - having nowhere to sleep, eating garbage, 
being totally homeless and laughing it off, etc. It’s 
going to be epic. 

Pm also currently in “contractual negotiations”, or 
something, with an NYC film producer for rights to 
the Evasion film. This may or may not pan out. My 
demands are pretty unreasonable. In the 
nearer future: a new house closer to the beach, 
and hopefully never having to use the handcuff key 
taped to my belt - inside rear. 


Mack, close this out. 

Get in touch for any reason, but be warned - 

everyone who writes gets an unexpecied “I’m in town 
can | stay with you” email from me at some point... 


evasion @crimethinc.com 


George Hayduke (who | later learned was the pen 
name for Earth First co-founder Dave Foreman). The 
book was a compendium of several other of his 
books, and was, simplified, an encyclopedia of 
revenge. Inside was over 500 pages of how-to 
mischief, including smoke bomb recipes, chemistry 
(mischief), techniques for disabling automobiles, and 
so on. lf was my first exposure to the idea of 

reapplying everyday items in unconventional ways. 
For example | recall learning washers could 

substitute as quarters in older video games. This 
approach snowballed into my adult life, into things 
like living inside storage units in the basement of 
apartment buildings and getting into concerts using 
various disguises such as “construction worker’. 
Psychologically, everyone needs to advance. While 
all my material needs may be satiated with a few 
very base-level hunter-gatherer skills, | want more. 
| want to be able to do it all. I want total mobility. I’ve 
accomplished physical mobility, covered in Evasion 
in my writings on scamming Amtrak and hitchhiking 
and such, but | think at this point I’m after a more 
mobility of lineage, or status if you could call it that. 
Where | am able to transcend not just geographic 
boundaries, but status-related boundaries as well. 
There is a fascinating history of imposters, of people 
who could convince “marks” they were anyone - 
using their skills to infiltrate everything from political 
targets to backstage at the Grammy’s. | see this as 
the next advancement of things - an advancement 
of social skills and social engineering. With these 
skills.... you’d own the world! 


Evasion was released in the fall of 2001. Bring 
us up to date with your doings - writing, 


Evasion Interview / Noise Reviews 


Evasion c/o Crimethinc 
2695 Rangewood Dr 
tanta GA 30345 


86’D- s/t 7” 

An all girl (I think?) punk band from NYC. Over-lapping vo- 
cals from singing to growling. The sound is catchy, snotty 
punk similar to the Spider Cunts of the sare city. Songs 
about back stabbing, uprising, lifestyle, and blacking out. 
Also a cool cover sleeve comic by Fly. These girls seem 
tough as nails and their style definitely exudes.it! (Hatchet) 
Communichaos Media / Box 825/101 36 Stockholm/ Sweden 


AGATHOCLES/DEPRESSOR - split 7” 

Agathocles, the kings of split releases, and a favorite of 
mine, plow through 3 tunes with their coveted catchy, crusty, 
metal style, similar to Hiatus on this recording. Depressor 
charge on with super crunchy guitars, galloping drums, and 
deep guttural vocals. Reminiscent of early 80,s metal/crust 
ala Amebix/Hellbastard. Three dark songs round out their 
side with a mysterious hiphop jam at the end (?7). All to- 
gether one fine release. (Hatchet) 

Dental Records / PO Box 31697 / SF, CA, 94131-0697 


ALL OR NOTHING HC - Search For The Strength CD 
We get 10 tracks of good straightforward PunkRock/ 
HardCore played solid and tight with very strong female 
vocals courtesy of MRR columnist/On The Rag Records 
and Zine (Put Some Pussy In Your Punk) leader Renae 
Bryant. | know this has been out for a while, | meant to 
review this last issue. So, if this review seems a bit overdue 
all | can say is SORRY. We need more good stuff like this 
out there. So get off your ass-and go pick this up, PUNK! 
(Ciderpunk) 

On The Rag Records & Zine / P.O. Box 251 / Norco, Ca 
92860-0251 U$A/www.ontherag.net 


ASS-END OFFEND Welcome to the Discomfort Zone EP 
Having never heard Ass-End Offend, I’d have to say that 
this EP was a pleasure to review. These guys blew me 
away! Excellent dark HC punk with great production and 
plenty of melody and hooks, but in the Tragedy/ His Hero is 
Gone way rather than the Screeching Weasel way. Throat 
shredding vocals add to this release, as do the great dark 
and gloomy lyrics. If you haven’t heard Ass-End Offend, 
pick up this EP, then go get their other two releases be- 
cause you won,’ be satisfied with just one EP. (Jordan) 
Poisoned Candy / PO Box 9263 / Missoula / MT / 59807 


BALLAST Demo Tape 

I was lucky enough to catch these guys play back in De- 
cember in Montreal, and they definitely stole the show. Belt- 
ing dual male-female vocals, fast, heavy instrumentals, and 
angry aggressive lyrics make: this band a definite to see 
and hear. Their demo tape comes with an insert complete 
with lyrics and excellent artwork, created by the members 
of the band. Check these guys out-you won't sorry. (Maygun) 
1247 St Timothee / Montreal / Quebec / H2L3N5 / Canada 


THE BIGOTS - Axles Of Evil CD 

First off, | gotta say that the title of this cd cracked me up 
and was one of the main reasons | picked to review this, 
fukkin hilarious! I guess this is their 3rd release, and | must 
Say it's pretty damn good. The first 9 tracks were recorded 
in late 2002, while the last 3 tracks are live from Sep. 2000 
(including a cover of RUDIMENTARY PENI's "Blissful 
Myth"). This is a 2 piece band from Australia that play some 
heavy assed crunchy PunkRock/HardCore with just a tinge 
of metal mixed into their sound. Definately. worth a listen, 
check em out. (Ciderpunk) : 

P.O. Box 152 / Campbell, ACT 2612 / Australia 


BORN/DEAD Our Darkest Fears Now Haunt Us LP 
This bay area band blasts heavy yet extremely catchy mu- 
sic, alternating and dual vocals, and intense political lyrics. 
In addition to their solid musical style and skill, the artwork 
for the LP is awesome, including a full poster and repetitive 
haunting images of George W. Bush. These guys are great 
live as well. (Maygun) 

Prank / PO Box 410892 / San Francisco CA 94141-0892 


BORN DEAD ICONS Ruins LP, Unlearn7” 

What can | say? This Montreal based band has done it 
again with their new LP and 7". This band is extremely tight; 
their dark, well written, thoughtful lyrics about the state of 
the world today are complemented by a more upbeat musi- 
cal style than in their previous releases. A must have. 
(Maygun) 

Feral Ward / feralward@ hotmail.com or Pete / PO Box 64, 
Station C / Montreal, Quebec / H2L4J7 CANADA / 
borndeadicons @ yahoo.ca 


BRAINOIL - S/T 12" 
I've gotta tell you, | don't really listen to the slow sludge 
type stuff too often myself, but this record held my attention 


NOISE REFUSE ° NOISE REFUSE 


for some reason. Maybe | was in the right frame of mind for 
it, | don't know. This 3 piece from Oakland, CA (including 
former DESTROY! guitarist CYBERNATE SCABIES) can 


- really play this type of music well. Good harsh, abrasive 


vocals with creeping riffs and lots of distortion. The pace 
picks up for a bit here and there, but for the most part it's 
slow and heavy. The cd version (which has not been re- 
leased as of this writing) is supposed to contain extra live 
tracks. My record came on clear vinyl, not sure if it's limited 
or not. Check this out. (Ciderpunk) 

Life Is Abuse / P.O. Box 20524 / Oakland, CA 94620 / 
www.lifeisabuse.com 


BURN YOUR BRIDGES - S/T Debut CD 

This is Chris Dodge's new project with Bob from Lack Of 
Interest. 23 tracks of wicked fast thrashy HardCore in just 
24 minutes (the average track is around a minute long and 
only one track reaches the two minute mark), my kinda stuff! 
For such short songs they cram in quite a good amount of 
lyrics, which ranged from over the top/quite funny to well - 
worded blasts of anger/frustration making good poinis along 


- the way. Damn good release. (Ciderpunk) 


Deep Six / F.O. Box 6911 / Burbank, CA 91510 


CAREER SUICIDE s/t 

Absolutely over the top 1982 style raw hardcore punk. | 
would compare this to Boston Not LA era hardcore, early 
LA hardcore punk and old Canadian HC like Genetic Con- 
trol and Stretch Marks. This is a perfect release for Kanga- 
roo, totally raw in your face snotty hardcore punk in the 
early 80s style the way Henk likes it. If you like 81-82 sound- 
ing stuff like Amdi Petersens Arme or Total Fury you will eat 
this up. 7 tracks, all very catchy, fast paced without going 
all the way over into 83-84 type thrash speeds. Really aggro 
vocals that sound like a pissed off teenager. | cant recom- - 
mend this record enough, one of the best lve heard all sum- 
mer. (Felix) 

Kangaroo/ Middenweg 13 / 1098 AA Amsterdam / Holland 


THE CHAUVINISTS- Open Your Eyes cd 

It's punk rock of the fast furious and fun variety. These young 
lads come from a thriving youth scene in Madison, Wiscon- 
sin. They sing pirate songs, political songs and songs about 
metal meatheads. lf that isn’t enough consider that they 
are all punks, vegeterians and anarchists in fucking Wis- 
consin! So support these dudes and send your well con- 
cealed money to em. Learn about there scene because 
pretty soon you'll be moving from Eugene on over there. 
(Emo Wuss) 

Armed to the Teeth / 2427 Fox Ave/ Madison WI 53711 


COACCION- Desorden CD 

Well, played political grind/HC from Mexico. This is ex- 
tremely blunt and to the point both musically and lyrically. | 
would compare this to fellow blast-beaters RUIDO or maybe 
a less bass-heavy EXCRUCIATING TERROR. Good stuff- 
I'd be interested in hearing more. This band features ex- 
DISCORDIA personnel, if you were ever into them. (Doug) 
Satan Terror Records/Manuel Verduzco Calle Ing./Fernando 
Sanchez A. #7906/Col. Zona Norte C.P. 22100/Tijuana B.C./ 
Mexico or ciaxx@hotmail.comi 


DESKARGA ETILIKA Apunkalipse Now CD 

This band is from Portugal and kicks fucking punk rock ass 
left and right! While at the same time having a good deal of 
melodic variety, they are also fast, raw, and utterly brutal. 
Multiple vocalists belt out the angry political message (no 
English lyric translations are provided, but you can get the 
idea of their message quite clearly and universally!), For 
those craving in-your-face punk rock, and no fuckin’ bullshit, 
then this is what you’re looking for! (Dan) 

Punk Off and Die / Apartado 520 / 4500-095 Espinho, Anta 
/ Portugal 


DISCLOSE The Sound of Disaster cassette 

Disclose have advanced over the past decade to become 
masters of the dis core genre. As far as | know they coined 
the term D-Beat Raw Punk and they remain the masters. 
Raw fuzzed out d-beat.ragers in the Discharge, Shitlickers, 
Anti-Cimex tradition. Ostensibly Disclose has moved into 
some more Broken Bones influenced territory, but | cer- 
tainly don’t hear it on this release. Instead its raw, raging, 
pummeling d-beat raw punk fury. | would compare the gui- 
tar sound to that of flesh sizzling at the touch of a branding 
iron. Vocals that sound like they are shouted out from the 
bottom of a deep well, bass and drums that pound like in- 
dustrial pile drivers. And of course scorching Bones style 
guitar leads. Sick like a cancer ward. (Felix) 

Distort / PO Box 3400 / Wallington CT, 07057 

GOTA/ POBox 511 / Whippany, NJ 07981 


Newly reissued on Beer City with NEVER BEFORE HEARD 


BONUS TRACKS nd inferactive multimedia files. 


[avaitatte in record stores everywhere | 
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EASPA MESA s/t CD 

In spite of the occasional lapse into trippy instrumentals 
from time to time, for the most part Easpa Mesa play fast 
and raw hardcore punk. They have a female vocalist that 
reminds me of somewhat of Esther from Fleas and Lice -in 
fact the over all sound of this CD is a mix between both 
side of the Fleas and Lice / Bleeding Rectum split mixed 
into one! Lyrics are angry as fuck and this comes with a 
really thick booklet full of lyrics and artwork: Recommended 
for sure! (Dan) 

Ground Zero c/o Clodagh / 57 Woodview / Lucan / Co. 
Dublin / Ireland 


EFFIGY -From Hell EP 

The gods of Japanese crust are back with their debut ep 
on Crust War. This Record is by far the best Effigy record- 
ing since the "Evil Fragments" 12". Fans of the old "UK 
Stench-Core" would love this record. 2 song of “Amebix- 
Grinder" crust done from the new masters. A Must Have! 
(Brian) 

Crust War / 1-28-3A Shikitu-Nishi 2 / Naniwa-Ku Osaka City 
/ 556-0017 Japan 


FAST FORWARD- s/t LP 

One dude formerly of Le Shok that plays some very tripped 
out electro new wavish experimental stuff. | saw him play 
with Dystopia in LA and it was the sickest stage show I’ve 
ever seen. Fireworks, a costume, lots of screaming and a 
tarp. Atom and His Package at the speed of light. 
(EmoWuss) 

King of the Monsters / 8341 E San Salvador / Scottsdale, 
AZ 85258 


THE FAZED - s/t LP 

Great political punk from Germany with female vocals and 
a monstrous intensity to the music. This starts out with a 
classic peacepunk sound, which was nice for the nostalgic 
side of me, but quickly progresses to a much more power- 
ful mix of Contropotere meets Neurosis. All of the songs 
are in German, but have English. translations provided in 
the gate-fold sleeve, and are political as fuck. Excellent 
(Dan) 

Michael Stephen / Rossplatz 10 / 99628 Buttstadt / Ger- 
many / stepmi@ gmx.de 


FINAL BLOODBATH - s/t 7” 

l think this is the second 7 by Japans Final Bloodbath. 
Wicked Japanese D-beat raw punk in the Disclose tradi- 
tion. | would compare this especially to Hear Nothing era 


Discharge, Disclose and Cluster Bomb Unit. Very fuzzed 
out raw production not unlike Disclose, probably closer to 
Discharges live sound than the production on Hear Noth- 
ing See Nothing Say Nothing. | think the most stand out 
part is the Bonesesque guitar leads and pick slides. | think 
their guitarist is willing to go a little further over the top with 
the leads than say Gloom or Disclose do. Their last 7 was 
also really good, and similarly had some wicked guitar work. 
Black and white cover with a pretty generic photo of the 
back of studded leather jackets, lyrics about government 
lies, and the fight for freedom for the individual in society. If 
you are a fan of the genre this is a must. (Felix) 
PaankLevyt / 1-4-9 TAS201 / Hatanaka, Niiza / Saitama, 
352-0012 / Japan 


FOURTEEN OR FIGHT - s/t 7” 

Great hard charging early 80s style hardcore from Chicago. 
Good raw catchy riffs, with lots of hooks and bite. A touch 
of melody keeps this from being full on thrash, but its still 
got lots of punk aggression. Excellent well thought out po- 
litical lyrics addressing domestic violence by Afgan war 
vets, economic inequality, consumerist youth culture and 
the struggle of the kids against the man. Ex MK Ultra and 
Charles Bronson, if you care, for the record its way better 
than Bronson and as good as MK Ultra. Opportunities Trun- 
cheon is a real standout track here, a really wicked guitar 
riff, pummeling dope bass breakdown & smokin. (Felix) 
Lengua Armada, / 1010 Riverine Ave / Santa Ana, CA 92701 


FROM ASHES RISE/VICTIMS - split Lp 

Here's a record a lot of people have been waiting for, and 
let me tell you, it will not let you down. From Ashes Rise 
give us 8 tracks of their downtuned brooding HardCore. On 
the flipside we have the VICTIMS thrashing their way 
through 11 blasts of brutal Scandinavian HardCore. Not a 
bad track to be found on this one! Another fine release from 
Havoc Records. (Ciderpunk) 

Havoc Records / P.O. Box 8585 / Minneapolis, MN 55408 / 
www.havocrex.com 


GOUKA 12345 Chaos 7ep 

Fast paced aggressive Japanese hardcore. | find this bands 
sound kind of on the edge between the crustier raw punk 
bands like Framtid, Disclose, Contrast Attitude and Deceiv- 
ing Society and the more polished Death Side influenced 
bands. Like most Japanese hardcore this is tight, well 
played, finely crafted, bombastic, powerful and driving. 
Goukas singer has some raspy vocals that sound like they 
were recorded over the phone from jail. Solid catchy riffs 


From Liege / Belgium, with 
Hiatus and ‘Medication Time 
members. Harsh hardcore with 
metallic guitars - mix Hiatus with 
Concrete Sox and Accused. 


CD version on Life is Abuse. 


Angry frustrated Polish hardcore and pure fast Sweden style 


LENCE “typnosis” P 


ex-Antichrist, more “emotional” but still fucking angry 


need a VAN/BACKLINE 


to tour Europe? 


Ey + tons of tapes, 100+ F-shirts, 250+ badges... 


81 806 sopot 6 / poland 
e-mail: fala@trujecafala.com 


tst full alubm (CD) 

hg-173 18S (ppd) 

Japanese hard core punk 
A nfluenced by UK 80's hardcore 


RISE AND FALL / I'll dance my dance (CD) 
HG-164 $13(ppd) like VERBAL ASSAULT, DAG NASTY, etc 


NO THINK / Straight to hell (7"EP) 


HG-169 $5(ppd) Japanese crazy power violence!! 


CONCLUSION / Wasure sarareta kioku no zangai (7" EP) 
HG-169 S?{ppd) Japanese Hard core punk! itis debut EP! 


CROSSFACE / Red line cross (CD) 
HG-166 $13(ppd) Japanese Hard core punk! 2nd CD. Ex LIBERATE, EVANGE, etc 


ASSAULT / 2nd (CD) 


HG-170 $13{ppd) Japanese metalic & darkness hard core punk! 2nd GD! 


STICKS IN THROAT / Shock to the dimension (cassette) 
HG-171 $B{nnd) Japanese hard core punk! 


THE AVOIDED / Writing on the wall (7"EP) 
HG-165 S8{pnd) Japanese '77 style punk! 


DISORDER / We're still here (CD) 


HG-163 $13(ppd) UK HARD CORE PUNK! 


we have both for rent with friendly punk driver + fair price 


| TRUJACA FALA/ p.c. box I3 


www.trujacafala.com 


and judicious guitar leads make this a tasty ripper on all 
counts. | think Goukas tracks on the Six Weeks Omnibus 
LP were totally mind blowing and this ep delivers more of 
the same raw punk carnage. Translators Note: According 
to Takashi of Sweet Jap Gouka means luxury. (Felix) 

Partners in Crime / 6250 NE 6th Ave / Portland OR 97211 


IMPERIAL LEATHER - Excuses for Future Fuck-Ups EP 
Goddamn it, this is so good! Old school UK punk rock from 
Sweden, with both male & female sharing the vocal duties. 
Here’s the deal; this band has former or current members 
from these bands The Varukers, Spider Gunts, Meanwhile, 
No Security, Dischange and the almighty Burning Kitchen. 
If that doesn’t make you start checking distros for this ep 
right now, nothing else I can say will. Imperial Leather sound 
like a more punk (and less HC) Burning Kitchen, whichis a 
very big compliment in my book. If members from Post 
Regiment and Defiance got together to form a new band, it 
would sound something like Imperial Leather. Don’t miss 
out on this ep! (Jordan) 

Instigate Rehk,dz / Abdt Dagkstrin . Tinegaosgatab 2 / 223 
50 Lund / Sweden 


INSPITE - s/t EP 

Good power-violence style HC going on here. There are 
no lyrics or band info so | can't tell you much more about 
INSPITE, only if you like your hardcore fast as fuck and 
straight ahead you'll probably be into this band. The guy 
who put this out is a cool cat, so definitely get in touch and 
find out more. (Doug) 

Torture Garden Picture Co. / P.O. Box 1098/ Bel Air, MD 
21014/USA 


IN THE WAKE OF THE PLAGUE - s/t EP 

5 songs of blistering Scandinavian Hardcore Punk Influ- 
ence hailing from SF , CA. The dark and gloomy lyrics are 
back by blazing crust style guitars and bone crushing drums. 
Dark as Fuck. For the Misanthropic its a must have. (Brian) 
548 Broderick St / SF, CA 94117 / 
www.inthewakeoftheplague.com 


KARNVAPEN ATTACK - Postnuclear Hardcore 7" 
Excellent no nonsense fast HardCore from Spain on this 
clear yellow piece of vinyl. The vocals are in their native 
tongue, but they have lyric translations in English and 
French to help us out. Nice fold out poster sleeve for the 
packaging on this one. Fans of Japanese/Scandinavian 
HardCore take note of these guys. A kick ass record from 
start to finish. Highly recommended! (Ciderpunk) 

Mala Raza / AP. CO. 6087 / 50080 Zaragoza / Spain 
Karnvapen Attack P.O. Box 7145- 50080 Zaragoza / Spain 
/ palo84@hotmail.com 


KERUM- Discography CD Z 

Kerum come to thrash your face off with 47 blistering tracks 
of grinding madness on this discography CD. With dual vo- 
cals, from screams to snarls, lots of speed, but also enough 
hooks and breaks for shaking yo ass. Some of the songs 
remind me of Dystopia, while others pull up Spazz and even 
Crudos. Yet Kerum are metal influenced all the way and 
leave you spent and sweating by the end of this lengthy 
release. Recommended. (Hatchet) =: 

Solitary Records/ PO Box 1098/ Bel Air, MD. 21014 


KILL THE HIPPIES - Spasms In the New Age CD 

Hmm. | didn,t know what to expect with this band having 
never heard of them before. Kill The Hippies are a little bit 
New Wave, a little bit 80’s UK punk, and a little bit late 70’s 
US punk. That narrows down what they sound like, now 
doesn’t it? There are 25 songs on this disc, most of them 
with a male singer, but occasionally a female singer takes 
over. The female vocals sound just like the early 80’s fe- 


, Fatal Mic 
nd out, the majority of tracks are still 
decent, but so much intensity is added by the female vo- 
cals. Anyway, there are elements of the Buzzcocks, 
Ramones, and even a little J Church here. A good release. 
KTH/614 N. Mantua / Kent, OH 44240 


LARKIN - s/t CD 

I know l'm going to get shit for this, but I can't say | was too 
moved by this one. This is a new project from Chad Malone 
(BROTHER INFERIOR/ASSEMBLY OF GOD..and l'm call- 
ing them ASSEMBLY OF GOD because that's their name- 
lawsuit or no lawsuit). Whether this is "punk" or not de- 
pends on who you ask. | myself am not hugely into THE 
POGUES or Shane MacGowan so it follows that the whole 
premise of this disc is kind of lost on me. LARKIN is decid- 
edly more political than it's Irish drinking contemporaries 
So if that's your bag then definitely give it a go, as they say. 
| personally think it's a little odd for a band from Oklahoma 
to be playing this style of music, but whatever. (Doug) 
Know Records/ P.O. Box 90579 / Long Beach, CA 90809 
or www.knowrecords.com 
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LeSCRAWL - Too Short To Ignore CD 

This has to be one of the craziest CDs I've ever reviewed. 
It's discography that spans from 1990 to 1999. | guess they 
had to change their name from simply SCRAWL to 
LeSCRAWL for legal reasons, so maybe some of you have 
heard of these guys before. There are 66 tracks in 55 min- 
utes on this disc, from old demos to more recent live tracks. 
They do covers of the EXPLOITED and TERRORIZER as 
well as CHIC and De La Soul(?) Their tempos are all over 
the place, their music goes from totally heavy grind to ska 
to jazzy shit and back again. The best way | can describe 
who they sound like would be ASSUCK and MR. BUNGLE 
being conducted by the late great FRANK ZAPPA! This is 
best taken in small doses but will definitely put a smile on 
your face. Insane and wacky stuff indeed! (Ciderpunk) 
Life Is Abuse / P.O. Box 20524 / Oakland, CA 94620 / 
www.lifeisabuse.com 


LUDICRA - s/t CD 

Again, l'm not sure how narrow PE's definition of "punk" is, 
but this ended up in my review pile. | think fans of newer, 
dark hardcore like MEMENTO MORI or SKAVEN will be 
holding seances while this CD is playing. This is also very 
dark and arcane lyrically-definitely something to bust out 
when the moon is full. If you like death or goth metal but 
hate all the idiotic posturing and macho bullshit, then 
LUDICRA is definitely for you. File somewhere between 
CRADLE OF FILTH and CATHARSIS. Creepy! (Doug) 
Life Is Abuse / P.O. Box 20524 / Oakland, CA 94620 or 
www.lifeisabuse.com 


MAIROLLOSNOUTA -Un Prototipo de Ser Amable y De- 
testable CD 

Shit, this is good! l'm not a huge fan of foreign music be- 
cause | can't understand it, but this record instantly exploded 
with energy as soon as | put it in the player and didn't stop 
until the end. What exactly are they? Well, they're not crust 
or thrash of any kind, but | wouldn't disregard them for this 
reason. Even thought | can't understand it, the music is 
great. It's high energy punk through and through with an 
upbeat tempo sometimes verging on ska, only good. (Zach) 
yuhu6 @ hotmail.com 


MASS SEPARATION -Tak Mau Lagi 7” 

Total insane, ridiculously manic thrash from Malaysia! Damn 
this is good. Super sick and speedy but with breakdowns 
thrown in to catch your breath. 8 songs comprise this 7” 
with a didgeridoo intro, and lyrics with explanations to boot. 
Yet it all goes by in such a whir that it leaves you with your 
head spinning, wondering what the fuck!?! That was bru- 
tall,. Brutal indeed. (Hatchet) 

Where's Your Anger?/ PO Box 471 / Boston, MA 02134 


MINOR THREAT First Demo Tape 7” : 

To most of us this material is pretty familiar, it all appears 
on the first Minor Threat ep and this demo has been boot- 
legged before. Regardless, this legit Dischord release sets 
the record straight with some nice new photos, purple vinyl 
and a proper mastering job. In my world Discharge and 
Minor Threat are the two best, most important bands EVER 
so any new material from these guys is better than almost 
anything else released this year. Bands come and bands 
go, but at the CORE there is early 80s Washington DC 
style hardcore punk rock played by Minor Threat and the 
Bad Brains and almost everything:else follows from these 
roots. Essential. (Felix) 

Dischord / 3819 Beecher St NW / Washington DC, 20007 


MUZZLEBASTARDS Captain Future Generations CD 
Female vocal-fronted, layered and dreamy hardcore from 
Germany—which lends to the obvious Guts Pie Earshot 


have political undertones ‘throughou! . You'll either love i 
(like me) or do as the D-beat damaged crowd and write it 
off as bullshit hippy music. (Dan) 

Dis:sonance / Bermesgasse 16 / 63505 Langenselbold / 
Germany 


NEOLITHIUM Extreme Smoke Demo 

Neolithium hail from Sweden and play crust the way it was 
meant to be played: dark, brooding, and brutal. With a seri- 
ous Celtic Frost influence, these guys slay and charge on 
with that galloping metal, throw up the horns, beat. This is 
exactly what I’m about! Four songs comprise this awesome 
demo, and any band that can cover an Amebix tune (in this 
case Slave,) and do it justice, is golden in my book. Hell 
yes! (Hatchet) i 

Hellmoor @ hotmail.com 


NO TIME LEFT st 10” 

Buffalo's No Time Left are one of the most critically under 
rated hardcore bands in America today. These guys deliver 
a knock out cocktail mixed with equal parts of early 80's 


PO BOX 56 »- PROVIDENCE, Ri 02901 - USA 
ARMAGEDDONDAYNOWZHOTMAIL. Cam 


S 


FINALLY OUT... TRAGEDY PRESENT TWO SONGS OF DARK 
AND HEAVY HARDCORE, RECORDED AT THE TIME OF THEIR 
FIRST LE BRUTAL SOUND, ANGRY AND INSPIRING LYRICS. 
TOTALITAR HAVE TWO SONGS RECORDED AT THE TIME GF 
THEIR CLASSIC “SIN EGEN...” LP, REWORKING TWO SONGS 
FROM THE 1985 DEMO. GREAT SOUND, GREAT LYRICS, NG 
BULLSHIT. THIS 1S WHAT HARRCOSE SHGULD ASPIRE TO. 


SAPPE USA i S5PPD CAN-MEX/ S6PPD WORLD 
WELL SONCEALED CASH, GR MONEY ORDER 
MADE PAYABLE 70 A, BARNETT ONLY. 


DISTRE: EBULLITION, BRICKWALL, REVOLVER, GET HIF 
AND OTHERS, WRITE POR WHOLESALE RATESHNEO. 
SEND SYAMPHRG FOR CATALOG OF OGUR RELEASES, 


ENS, LES, PLAIS, 
PRICKES TAPES BY 
BRRPREAE, 
FRE RR. 
FOLAOISER PEGS 
ERS RERTL 


Noise Reviews 
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hardcore, late 80's SE hardcore, and mid 80's Boston style 
hard rock/hardcore crossover. The first No Time Left 7" Zero 
Effort Solution was one my top ten picks for the last few 
years of hardcore and this 10” is a pretty epic follow up. 
The savage thrash attack is on, with lots of punch, good 
shouted choruses and most of all wicked 70s hard rock 
style guitar leads mixed with the thrash. | know that sounds 
wack, but Foghat style breakdowns in SE thrash never 
sounded so rad and some of the bass lines remind me of 
Tony Erba's blown out Grand Funk goes Hardcore rock in- 
fluenced style. | would maybe compare it to Tear It Up, RNR, 
or Nine Shocks Terror but that's just to put in some musical 
context. Lyrically Nick tackles a lot of issues, mostly deal- 
ing with the desire for social change, a better world, a bet- 
terscene and the apathy that faces the rebel set on change. 
Each song lyric has a paragraph or two of explanations so 
you can see that there is more at work here than coded 
Messages in slowed down songs. This is a powerhouse 
fucking record! (Felix) 

625 Thrashcore / PO Box 423413 / San Francisco, CA, 
94142 / www.625thrash.com 


OFFENSIVE - Human Machine 7" 

Here we go! Offensive plays its own style of hardcore. They 
have strong vocals but they don't overwhelm the heavy stop 
and go guitar rhythms. | liked the record a lot because they 
don't only follow the "faster is better" rule.of thumb. And 
most of the songs aren't played at breakneck speeds, so 
you can appreciate their heavy guitars and vocals. Be- 


` sides the vocals, the guitar was terrific, it had some fucking 


awesome slides and breakdowns mixed into each of the 
songs. For fans of hardcore, especially New York, this is 
for you. (Zach) 

offensive @ spray.se 


THE PEACE MONGER TRIBE- Demo CD 

Just from the band name and intro to the first song Immedi- 
ately pegged them as an old school peace punk and like 
Flux or Crass. But then all of a sudden the most brutal, 
insane blast of thrash came out of my speakers. The rough 
recording makes the whole thing so much more edgier and 
the instruments are played with such intense enthusiasm 
you'd think they were performing live to a couple hundred 
people. The vocals are so abrasive its sweef!!! | really cant 
believe this is a demo and if so whatis in store for us next??? 
(EmoWuss) 7 

David Des Rochers / 918 Chaleur Way / Ottowa, Ont K1C 
2S1 / Canada _ 


PEGGIO PUNX - discography 2 x CD 

This is the complete discography of the seminal Italian HC 
band Peggio Punx. The first CD compiles their releases 
from 1981 to 1989, and the second disc is a compilation of 
live shows. Classic Italian HC from the “Golden age of 
Italian HC- Punk”. There were so great bands like Peggio 
Punx from the 80,s from all over the world, not necessarily 
similar in sound, but more in the impact the bands had on 
the punk world. European bands like BGK, Larm, 
Negazione and CCM had a huge impact on punk scene, 
and were influential to hundreds of bands that emerged 
within the last 10-15 years. Peggio Punx rate up there with 
those bands both in impact and quality of music. This is an 
essential punk collection from a great 80,s punk band. (Jor- 
dan) 

SOA Records / via Oderisi da Gubbio / 67/69 00146 / Roma. 
7 Italy 


PHOBIA -Grind Your Fucking Head In CD 

This definitely lives up to its title, my only beef is that it's 
only 18 minutes long. But then again, PHOBIA were never 
known for being a progressive-sounding band. This keeps 


in PHOBIA's tradition of insane grind. This CD boasts a- 


little less TERRORIZER and NAPALM DEATH influence 
than their other releases but they're still at the top of the 
Slag heap as far as grindcore goes. Excellent Dennis Dread 
cover art as well. Brutal! (Doug) 

Deep Six / P.O. Box 6911 / Burbank, CA 91510-6911 /USA 


POLIDICKS - No Peace? No Chance GD 

Straight up punk rock! Constant pounding drums along with 
snotty to high and low crusty vocals. There is one song that 
Stands out called War and Peace. It's a really reggae like 
song that is actually sung making the vocals the focal point 
of attention. Not really many bands mix their. music up soi 
liked this a lot. Who said nothing good ever comes from 
Canada, eh? (Emo Wuss) ; 
Wounded Paw Records / 26 Brookfield St / Toronto, ONT 
M6J3A9 / Canada 


PROVOKED - Infant in the Womb of Warfare LP 

Provoked is one of the most pissed off and angry bands | 
have heard in a long time. 11 songs of angry anarcho-punk 
done Minneapolis style. This record will make your ear 
drums bleed with intense anarcho punk mayhem. Not in- 


CONSUME 


CONSUME 
“Cardorodon Carcharias” 7” 
newest release from Seattles 
best HC punk band. State Of 

. Fear / Decrepit / Shitlist 
members rip it up here with 6 
new thrashers. 


Will be gone in July and August 
touring Europe with Scorned, so be 
patient. check Yellow Dog webpage 

for dates. Get SFR titles while I’m 
gone from Blackened. 


Sin Fronteras 
PO Box 8004 


Minneapolis, MN 55408 USA 


www. Sinfronterasrecords. com 


tended for the weak. (Brian) 
Profane Existence / PO Box 8722 / Minneapolis MN / USA 


PRURIENT- History of Aids CD 

Noise noise noise!!! Weird tape collages, loops, effects and 
what sounds machines fucking dying. Thirteenth century 
poetry by the poet Rumi is read throughout some of the 
songs yet its hopeless to try and figure it out so its great 
that lyrics are included. Very soothing if you like the sound 
of cars crashing. | guess | do then. (Emo Wuss)- 


SCARRED FOR LIFE - Is This the Price of Freedom? 7” 
D-beat punk rock hailing from Long Beach, CA Featuring 
members of Kontraklasse, Dystopia, Gylcine Max. Fans of 
Detestation, Resist, Discharge will dig this record. D- Beat 
Punk rock to the extreme. (Brian) 

Despotic Records / PO Box 832 / Long Beach, CA 90801 


SCARRED FOR LIFE - Is This the Price of Freedom?7” 
These guys sent this to Vile Dominion, but | thought I'd do 
em one better and give them a shout out on the sacred 
pages of Profane Existence (haw haw). | thought this band 
had cashed it in a while back but | guess | was wrong. Very 
fast and hard punk rock that keeps in the West Coast 
fastcore tradition of killer bands like SUBVERT and FINAL 
CONFLICT. Excellent lyrics and a cool cover make this 
one a keeper. Rockin stuff for sure. (Doug) 

Despotic Records / P.O. Box 832 / Long Beach, CA 90801 


SOD HAULER s/t CD 

lf you're into cavity, SOD HAULER would definitely be worth 
your time. SOD HAULER is totally Black Sabbath revival. 
This is definitely the perfect soundtrack to play at your next 
backyard kick back. SH's stoner rock will put anyone in the 
mood. Long hair, pick-up trucks, muscle shirts, and beer! 
(Suzy Boone) 

1426 Harvard Ave #103 / Seattle, WA 98122 
mike @inimical.com (206) 441-1795 


SPOTTY BOTTY- s/t 7" 
This is cool and very DIY, but nothing about this band really 
did much for me. Basic punk rawk about being moderately 
pissed off and drinking a lot (which l'm sure nobody at the 
Profane Headquarters has ever been guilty of). Not too 
bad, but the whole thing looks kind of thrown together. My 
advice next time would be to spend some more time on the 
cover art and tighten up the sound a little bit. (Doug) 

Wounded Paw / 26 Brookfield St./ Toronto, Ontario /Canada 
M6J 3A9 or www.woundedpaw.com) 


VEFAMIN X Down the Drain Second full length. 
Fast intense Hardcore from Holland. The perfect mix 
t edge youth crew and fast-core thrash. 
£p HO5007 


WOLFBRIGADE Progression/Regression Havoc 
brings you more savage Swedish Hardcore. Wolfbigade 
{formerly known as Wolfpack} shred your ears with a 
_ total Scandinavian d-beat crustcore assault. Vinyl ver- 
sion 16 a Picture Disc! Split release w/ Farewell records 
of Germany, LP HO1206 [PICTURE DISK] 2 cp HCIGOG 


CAUSTIC CHRIST S/T Two guys from Aus Rotten, 
1 from React and 1 from Submachine combine to create 
a new hardcore powerhouse. Combining the stylings of 
early Corrosion of Conformity with faster Swedish hard- 
core resulting in a manic HO sound. HC 7628 


CAB FROM ASHES RISE/VICTIMS Spit RHSYEFYT Tervetuola Kuolema One of the great 
Finnish hardcore bands of the 80s returns. No weak 


evan i : : rehash here, full on hard driving Finnish style hardcore . 
-a total Scandinavian hardcore assault, Flawless that put Tampere. pee aN igen: sh 


prodaction and Fushead- cover art put this ane totaly Records, remixed witt a bonustrack! He T027 


between straight 
$ 


LP HO1207 


paent 
S BOOST 


TIC CHRIST LP/CD 
AR FF UP 12° EP/CD 


LP/CD From Ashes Rise brings forth 8 new tracks of 
devastating dark hardcore power while Victims unleashes 


over the top. LP HEIZE & CD HCSBH 


CXS VARIOUS No Hold Back All Attack 
Compilation of Minneapols/St. Paut punk and hardcore. 
54 bands! Unreleased tracks from Dillinger 4, Misery, 
Martyr AD, Holding On, Sovieltes many more. USA $10 
pod, Can/Mex $13. World $21. air/$13  surface/ 
2x CD = $12 ppd worldwide. TRIPLE LP HOI213 
2 ROUBLE CH HE5O13 2 


IP DAMAGE DEPOSIT Do. Damage 7° 8 
tracks of critical thrash and sick breakdowns, mix of 
bait oss Style HE w. Youth Crew Crunch. x Code 


EL PATH OF DESTRUCTION Í am 7” EP. 
Feel the Darkness era Poison idea style hardcore from 
ex members of Assrash, Calloused, Pontius Pilate and 
Code 13. HE 2031 


~ DESTROY Discography CD Re-release of the Neco- 
polis LP os Sound Pollution with the entire Destroy viny! 
output as “bonus tracks,” All the 7* and corp tracks. 
HESO08 K 


SPITTING TEETH Gont Believe the Hype 7“ 
Off-the-hook fast critical bardeore from Seattle. The 
gays who brought you the Million Man Mosh return to 


burn! HO7030 
od 


The Return-Of 


a 


AMDI PETERSEN S ARMÉ Biod Ser Mere 
Virkeligt Ud På Film 7“ Second ep from Danish HC 
ragers. Sounds fke the missing Dischord 7* from 1981, 
ar lost Black Flag sessions from 1980, but in Danish! 


he Initial Thrash 


STRAY BULLET- Prime Time demo tape 
Imagine Disrupt jamming with the likes of Contravene, all 
the while recording it on a "crappy boom box in a tiny room 
with lots of beer," and the result is straybullet. It's very ag- 
gressive stuff that still contains enough melody to satisfies 
my needs. Political lyrics that are a tad bit generic but very 
entertaining nonetheless. What is this?!? A Doom cover of 
Agree To Differ. Awesome! Yeah these folks definitely have 
potential. (Emo Wuss) 

Stray Bullet / 1919 Northgate Blvd / Sarasota FL 34234 
straybullet@ yahoo.com 


ZOE - From Heli EP : 

Zoe draws their influence from bands like Amebix, 
Axegrinder, Gloom and SDS. 3 songs of dark heavy crust 
from the land of the rising sun. Fans of Effigy would love 
this record. "Darkest Heavy" A Must Have! (Brian) Crust 
War / 1-28-3A Shikitu-Nishi 2 / Naniwa-Ku Osaka City / 556- 
0017 Japan 


V/A Dark Thoughts 7” 

For the most part Tribute Comps are disposable novelties. 
But every now and then one comes along that is just the 
right mix of bands with subject matter and each band does 
it right the first time. This is one such stand out comp. What 
Happens Next, Holier Than Thou, Caustic Christ and Mu- 
nicipal Waste pay their respects to the glory days of Corro- 
sion of Conformity. Each of the bands is perfectly matched 
to the song and sound to which they pay their respects. 
Caustic Christ turns Radid Dogs into a crusty dirge that 
makes you feel like you just woke up hung over and beat 
up in a jail cell. Municipal Wastes versions of Intervention 
and Minds are Controlled sound pretty close to the origi- 
nals, but if you had blindfolded me and played me this with- 
out telling me what bands were on it, | would still have 
guessed Minds are Controlled was being done by the Waste. 
What Happens Nexts rendition of Prayer is out fucking 
rageous, Devon has the vocal style so perfect | wonder if 
there isn’t some COC Karoake going on in the studio. Ho- 
lier Than Thou manges to make Citizen and Not For Me 
sound like they were recorded in Oxnard in 83. | swear 
they sped it up and added some sort of Ventura/Oxnard 
flavor that reeks of crossover left in the So Cal sun too 
long. Pretty radical cover art on this too. This is an Alll Killer 
No Filler release!! (Felix) 

Clay Newell / 6208 Mc Cullar / Haltom City, TX 76117 


Records. 6B HC5004 


art, LP HE1202 & CR HCS002 
OODE 13 Complete Discography 


et EOE itch SEHC band. Fest HO soon 


with fots of drive and energy, H07024 


hardcore, HO7022.5 


#67021 


of Battalion of Saints. HO701s ` 
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METALLIC CRUST DYNAMITE BANG! FROM NOTTINGHAM UK 
CONCRETE SOX ‘YOUR TURN NEXT’ CD 


The debui album by one of the thrash HO sound originators 
from laie 88's, Sax was part of the great UX thrash scene 

$ thai revigoraied the era along with hands like intense Negres, 
Napalm Death, Hincotd, Heresy and others. Besides ihe fuli length, . 
this OB aise contains unreleased tonus tracks caretaliy 
prepared for you. “$12.50 werliwide postpaid” 


CONCRETE SOX ‘WHOOPS SORRY VICAR’ cu 

Secand full length alhum from 1987, just ene year later 4 
| they reigased their debut one. This OB alse contains unheard bonus 

tracks fn tetai of 70 minutes ton . Never reigased on C0 format and 

Gul of priat far many years, this is a punch in your face. 

Gamu good hardcore driving minute by minute, previden hy 

these UK nice guys. "$12.50 worldwide aestpaia” 


ALSO AVAILABLE : BRAZILIAN THRASH HC RE-ISSUE SERIES 


ice ARMAGEHOM SILENCIO FUNEBRE CE <SSR-001> 
GA\ The olficial reissue of the legendary Armayedom alum originally released in 1986 
aud oniy pressed in Brazil, Definitely one of most Killer thrash hardcore LPs ever 
ami a huge influence for all werliwitie crust, anarche, nolitical and d-heat oriented 
hands who came ap after them. We got the authorization irom the handmembers te 
make this masterpiece avaiiaiiie ayain, almost 20 years of the original release. 
Comes w/lyrics translations and original artwork. What else do yon needa 


LOROTOMIA ‘S/T OD <SSR-002> 


Another classic brazilian thrash hardcore album fram 1988. Ahead of their sra musically 
ang lyrically speaking, Lobotomia forestaiied the whale concention af metallic erusteore 
style that eressed ihe tate 80's until new. fark, heavy and furious, this is iheir best 
materiai solar, out af print since the pid days and now avaliable anywhere. Aiso an official 


ani essential release. 


Sis gre 12.50 US8 worldwide ppi {it deesnt matter where you five}. 


You can diy irom us by suaiimait ar using the online shonping cart system. 
We deal directly with customers, stores and distritmtors all over the works, 
Wholesale arice ints available at aur site, as well as mp3 samples ian. 


Contact us at SPEEDSTATE RECORDS 


-34-4 Kozunamori Narita Chiba 2860048 lapan 


e-mail: infa@speeistaierecoris.com 


www speedstaterecords com Saka RECORDS 


COMING SOON 


Fi 


MISERY The Early Years includes the Bom, Fed, DEMON SYSTEM 15 Aborted Teen Generation 7i- 
Slaughtered, Blindead, and Children of War 7s, the Misery 
side of the split LP with SDS, and the Production Through 
Destruction LP. 71 Minutes of Amebis style apocalyptic 
trast. Split release with. Crimes Against Humanity 


SDR e “OE SISSON OR TIEN ITT ES 
HOLDING ON Just Another Bay LP / CD Crucial 
hardcore from Minnesota’s Holding Gn! Mixes the 
crunch of judge and Chain of Strength with the anger 
and raw power of Negative Approach. Totally pissed off, 
raw, powerful Hardcore! Split release with THD, Havoc TAME! 
and 1% records. iP HC1203 2 CO Ho5083 


DSE3 Killed by the Kids One of the best bands in 
hardcore today, Amazing second LP of early 88s-style 
thrash HC/ punk. Excellent production, Pushead cover 


ASSEMBLY OF GOD Submission Obedience 
Benial New band with members of Brother Inferior, 
Burapile, and Subsanity. Fast puni/HC a fot like the 
later Brother Inferior material. #07026 


"AMIN X People that Bleed Third 


| 
a3 


aimi 
Life’s Halt. Great political SE iyrics and high energy HC. 
IDENTITY PARADE: PHOTOGRAPHS BY 407025 
KRISTOFER PASANEN, 1995-2000 150 
Pages, Black & White, Hardcover Havoc records’ first 
effort at publishing, Kristofer Pasanen has compiled an 
amazing book of his five photographs of bands taken 
ver the last five years. Hundreds of bands are pho- 
tographed fram Crust to SE to Emo: see the web 
site for a complete list, HO-10P {BOOK} 


| GREE SETS SRI ISHII TTS PR RNS 
SHITSYSTEM Enkel Resa Till Rannstenen Second 
LP from the masters of dark Swedish hardcore. Heavy 
and brutal b-heat mixed with crusty HC and thrash 
styles. A pulverizing steamroller af Swedish hardcore. 
Split release with No Tolerance Records of Sweden. 
LP H0#205 © ce HCS005 


OOO OETOOTORS ESOTO ONTOO DORSON OOOO ONSSAS 
NINE SHOCHS TERROR Zen and the Art of 
Beating Your Ass The “lost” LP re-issued. This is a totally 
yemastered and remixed second release of the hard to get 
first LP which came out on Devour Records of Japan in 
1999. An over the top wall of thrash. Brutal no-holds- 
barred sonic assault. This is the most powerful material 
by the most intense band in hardcore today. CD contains 
all Nine Shocks’ recorded material ather than the Paying 
Ohmage LP. 38 tracks total, including all the 2* and 
comp tracks, LP #01204 & ca HOS009 


TEAR FE UP SA Ex Dead Nation, killer fast hardcore 


DS»13 / CODE 13°13 song split 7" Sweden and 
Minnesota united in fast, raw hardcore pride. HO7023 


REAL ENEMY / HOLDING ON Twin Cities 
Hardcore split 7* Political straight edge and youth crew 


NINE SHOCKS TERROR Mobile Terror Unit 
7° EP Awesome raw fast thrash trom Cleveland. HO7622 


KAAOS Nukke Re-issue 1985 Finnish HO, classic stuff. 
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UNITED SUPERVILLAINS (USV) Escapist 7" 
EP crucial fast HC similar to old Bostan bands fike DYS, 
Siege and SSD fall speed ahead! HC7019 


SPAZM 154 SA F EP Second 7” by this Texas HC 
powerhouse, Hardcore fike Black Flag, Poison idea 


MAGAZINES / PRINT 


Animal Liberation Front Supporter’s Group Newsletter 
April 2003 

Put out by a group whose aim is to “support those who 
have broken the law in the fight against animal abuse and 
end up in prison”. This newsletter contains articles and 
info on current or recent actions ALF groups have taken, 
and reason the reasons behind the actions (which seem 
pretty self-explanatory). Info is given about a few (animal 
liberation) prisoners and how they ended up in prison, and 
what you can do to help out. A newsletter that achieves the 
goals it sets for itself, but is still careful to distance itself 
from repercussions due to the actions of ALF activists. Ina 
utopian society, there would be no need for the ALF, but 
until that day, we all need to do our part in animal liberation 
(hint). (Hatchet) : 

ALF Press Office / MB 4400 / London / WC1N 3XX / UK 


Attitude Problem #33 

1/2 A4 / 40pgs / cost? 

This issue marks Attitude Problem's 10th year of publica- 
tion. All that practice may account for the completely leg- 
ible handwriting throughout! True to the tag line, "Interna- 
tional DIY Hardcore Punk Zine" Steve publishes interviews 
with Nailbiter, Vaning 5, Social Insecurity, as well as a dis- 
cussion on permaculture with the artist/activist/publisher 
Grahan Burnett. He also addresses his concern with the 
racist BNP's 2002 power grab. (Chelsea) 

POB 326 / Leeds, LS7 3YR England / 
theveganwarrior@ yahoo.com 


Attitude Problem #33 March '03 

8"x5" / 40 Pgs / 85p-2 Euros-$2 World-Trade 

Lots to read in this compact English zine. Interviews with 
Nailbiter, Social Insecurity, Monuments To Ruins, Vaning 5 
and Graham Burnett of Land And Liberty. Also has zine 
and record reviews as well as a couple of recipes. I'd con- 
sider this a labor of love as it's all hand written and not a 
single ad is to be found anywhere in the zine. Well done 
Steve! (Ciderpunk) 

Attitude Problem / P.O. Box 326 / Leeds LS7 3YR / UK 


Binocular Rebellious 
5"X5” / $2 

Sean Goblin’s Binocular Rebellious is fantastic, Exactly what 
| hope to find when I open a zine a balance of personal 
stories and reflections, record and zine reviews, fabulous 


EP US. press of this amazing Swedish bardear t: 
fast aggressive powerful old-school hardcore” HO7O1? 


_FIOEEOSER SEEDED ROOT AREER NLU OORE KOKETE 
CODE-13 A Part Of America Died Today 7” EP Third 
and best EP from Minnesota thrash punk defenders of 
the faith-twelve songs, HE7018 


TAMPERE SS Kuolutt & Kuopattu 7“ EP Demo and 
comp tracks from this crucial Finnish hardcore band of 
the early 80s. HE7O1S 


ERE SS SS Sotaa 7" EP More incredible 
Finnish thrash hardcore first released in '83. HO7014 


NOTA/BROTHER INFERIOR split 7" 407013 


aaa Sa 
1994-2000 Ali the 
7's and comp.tracks with one unreleased song. ED 
HE5001 


DISTRAUGHT S/A 7" EP EC7018 
MURDERERS S/T F EP BC7009 


Peace HC7008 

¥£-100°S Texas Death Match 7" HC7007 
MASSHONTRGLL Warpath 7" EP RC7006 
BRISTLE System 7" EP #07004 

AUSROTTEN Fuck Razi Sympathy 7° EP H07063 


CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE In a Few Hours of 
Madness 7" EP HO7002 


DESTROY Bura this Racist System Down 7" EP 
HE7001 


To read complete descriptions. hear MP3s, view 
aur selection of tshirt designs, or order by credit 
card, visit us at www. havecrex.com. 


TG ORDER: Send US Cash or Money Orders payable to 


CLUSTERBOMBUNIT...and the Dirty title 
Weapons 7” EP Brutal dis-core from Stuttgart, Germany. 


$5 air world. $8 USA, $12 air Can/Mex, $12 su 
world, $18 air world, DOs: $8 everywhere. Boo! 
USA, $20 Can/Mex, $20 surface wortd,$25 air y 


Orders shipped via media mail within the US. Expect 
telivery to take 2-4 weeks. Overseas orders, especially 
surface mail, will take much longer. Bullet b re also 
available in the USA.You wit need approx. 2 

gach inch of hip measurement, available in brass, 430g 
each and chrome, 60x each, 


“1984 - THE SONIC WORLD -VOL 1 to 4” CB 

‘The official reissue of this seminal mid - eishties compilation, inchiding all racordings fram > 
volumes ito 4nd probably some unreleased songs. Plus ali the original 
notes and pictures. By far one of the first international punk hardéere compilations aver done 

and originally released by APMC New Wave Records from Francs, More thang00 songs by bands like 
Heimat-los. SOB. Psycho, Civil Dissident. Rapt, Wretched. Solucion Mortal. Kren 
Extream, Patarent. SS 20. Cancerous Growth. Scrans, Deviated instinct and tons pi ey 
A damn awesome punk hardcore statement for sure. First 1000 copies on limited special ¢ 


ats artwork ine 


mazom 4, Colera, 


artwork (created by Sean himself). | could have dealt with- 
out the 9 page article on the history of the occult; an abridged 
version would have sufficed for me. My favorite part of the 
zine was the Artist Focuses on John Hartfield and Tove 
Jannson. Reading the history of politically active and aware 
artists was a stronghold in this zine for me, and something 
that | look forward to seeing more of in future issues. Take 
the time to read this one! (Maygun) 

PO Box 3635 / Oakland / CA / 94609-0635 / 
www.goblinco.com 


Brainscan #19 

5.125x6.75/66pgs/$? ; 

The care and creativity put into the layout of this eye-catch- 
ing, personal-oriented zine attest to the passion of its cre- 
ator, Alex Wrekk. Alex is a true zine enthusiast, so it's no 
surprise that the zine has a strong focus on zine culture 
and craft and events, in particular the Zine Symposium. 
(Chelsea) 

PO Box 14332 / Portland, 
brainsenazine @ ureach.com 


OR 97293 / 


Culture Hack- #? 

8 1/2 x 11/18 pgs./ppd 

This zine is dedicated to thievery, for all of those modern 
day Robin Hoods. | love reading zines of this nature, text 
that gets one itching to root through a dumpster if one hasn't 
in a while. Similar to Scam, this zine is very cut ‘n paste 
with rants on consumerism and the politics of American gar- 
bage, discarded technology, advertisements targeting the 
bored, an interesting comparison of punk to Christianity, 
products sold as culture, as well as a piece about embrac- 
ing the human scent. Lots of graphics pertaining to ridicu- 
lous ads and quotes. Good stuff. (| couldn’t find an address 
so email the editor). (Hatchet) 

Von Mutant / salvadordelete @ hotmail.com 


Green Anarchy-#13 

Newspaper / 35 pages / $3 US / $4 Gan /$5 WWD 

This is an amazing NW publication, so much covered-in 
this “anti-civilization” bible of sorts of “theory and action.” 
Columns and articles on alternative education, a piece on 
anti-civilization as not a primitivist’s perspective, the poli- 
tics of city dwelling, thoughts on sabotage, analyses and 
actions against war, accounts of injustice towards activists, 
political prisoner reports, as well as animal liberation and 
uprising reports. There is a run down of ideas for the Break 


‘the Chains Conference, feminist health, mental health, and 


a myriad of articles | can barely touch on here. Finally round- 
ing this out with book reviews, letters, and a great distro 
list. Damn do these guys have their shit together. Highly 
recommended. (Hatchet) 

Green Anarchy / PO Box 11331 / Eugene, OR 97440 


Knives and Forks- #8 

1/2 size / 68 pgs/ $3ppd world 

This is a thick Russian zine dedicated to Russian punk and 
underground. Since | unfortunately cannot read this zine | 
will have to gather what | can through photos, etc. An ar- 
ticle on the anti-war movement, many columns including a 
vegan recipes, interviews with bands, tons of record and 
zine reviews, comics and more. Seemingly a great, well- 
rounded DIY zine from our friends in Russia! (Hatchet) 
Dmitrij Ivanov / PO Box 30/ St. Petersburg-9, 195009, Russia 


Little Black Star #27 

digest / 4pgs / SASE? 10-25 copies, $2 

This is the biweekly print edition of the online resource 
www.littleblackstar.com. My copy of this biweekly is admit- 
tedly old-from April, during the peak of the new Gulf War. 
Most of the articles were culled from major news sources, 
buteven so they certainly do not portray the war in a flatter- 
ing light. (Chelsea) 

Little Black Star/POB 197 / Lewisburg, PA 17837 


The Madison Insurgent Vol. 3, Issue 2 
tabloid / 16pgs / cost? 


This collectively-produced newspaper from Wisconsin has , 4 
local-and international coverage of workers’ struggles, anti- - 


war activism, Psyops in Iraq, the detention of Muslim immi- 
grants, and custodial sexual misconduct in prisons. Remi- 
niscent of Minneapolis’ Arise! Journal. (Chelsea) 

The Madison Insurgent / 31 University Sq./Madison, WI 
53715 / www.themadisoninsurgent.org 


Modern Arizona #2 

digest / 20pgs / $1 ppd US, $2 Can/Mex, $3 world or trades 
Another springtime war-themed zine. This features personal 
accounts of the editor's experiences at the mid-February 
NYC anti-war rally, overzealous "security measures," and 
a look at Fox Network shamelessly slanted news cover- 
age. (Chelsea) > 

Modern Arizona /POB 494 / Brewster, NY 10509 


The Northeastern Anarchist-#6 Spring/Summer 2003 

8 1/2 x 11/55 pgs./ $4US / $5 Can 

Wow. This is an intense publication dubbed the theoretical 
magazine of the Northeastern Federation of Anarcho-Com- 
munists,. Extensive articles on platformism, from critiques 
to interviews with groups using platform techniques, a look 
on the years and theories of Love and Rage, anarchist strat- 
egies, anarchist worldwide organizing. There are many in- 
terviews with international anarchist movements, plus thor- 
ough book reviews, letters, and great graphics. This is one 
organized, inspirational, and meaty publication. (Hatchet) 
PO Box 230685 / Boston, MA 02123 


The Northeastern Anarchist-#6.5 

8 1/2 x 11/28 pgs / $1 US/$2 Can 

This half issue speaks volumes. It is the anti-war feature 
with pieces on anarchists against war, analyses of battle, 
oils chokehold on the earth, women and children’s roles 
and struggles in wartime, a look back on the gulf war 1991, 
with the politics and resistance surrounding it. Also included 
are articles on working class youth as targets for military 
and class struggles and labor resistance in a war budget. 
Excellent coverage and critiques from anarchists in this in- 
sane time. (Hatchet) [see address above] 


Reason To Believe #8 Spring 2003 

Newsprint Magazine/86 Pgs/Free In Europe/$1 Elsewhere 
Attention all skateboarding punks, this issue is for you guys/ 
ladies, for the main theme of the issue is... SKATEBOARD- 
ING! Lots of thoughts on'skating, photos, and even a sec- 
tion dedicated to ankle sprains that lists strengthening ex- 
ercises, ways to speed up recovery from injuries etc. Also 
included in this zine are letters, news, book-zine-music re- 
views, as well as interviews with Vitamin X, lan MacKaye, 
Fuerza X, Gertrude and Coalition Records. Recommended. 
(Ciderpunk) 

Reason To Believe / 145-149 Cardigan Rd / Leeds LS6 
1LJ/ UK 


The Shadow #48 [Jan.—Apr. 03] 
tabloid / 20pgs / $2 first class mail-US 
This longtime NYC-based advocate of housing tights broad- 


ens its scope to take aim at oppression worldwide. Topics ` 


covered include the murder of peace activist Rachel Corrie 
by Israeli soldiers, NYC anti-war rallies attacked by increas- 


- only way to find out is to check this out for yourself, so write 


ingly militaristic police, corporate malfeasance and warmon- 
gering exposed, The Patriot Act and the Information Aware- 
ness Office. If that's not enough geod reading for you, there 
are two pages of quality mail-order literature as well. Good 


„ investigative journalism throughout. (Chelsea) 


Shadow Press / PO Box 20298 / New York, NY 10009 / 
shadow @ mediafilter.org 


Sin on Wheels- #1 

1/2 size/27 pgs./free-donation : 

This is a great zine about girls on bikes. Inspirational sto- 
ries of first times on NYC streets, a girl bike gang’s account 
of the ,Warriors% bike challenge in NYC, and an interview 
with racer bicyclist legend. There are lots of rants on femi- 
nism and bikes, politics and bikes, a pictorial of classic bikes 
by a female painter, and even a piece about women bike 
attire in 1896! This is an excellent first offering and some- 
thing everyone should read about our fellow female riders. 
(Hatchet) 

Sin on Wheels c/o Christy Thornton / 408 W. 130th Apt.51/ 
NYNY 10027 


- Slave #8 (tUWHARRIA live CD) 


standard / 96 pages / $6 post-paid 

Another really thick issue of this long-running political punk 
magazine, making.it almost more of a book than a zine. In 
between the nice card-stock covers (gold ink on black card 
stock no less) are 96 pages of really well-written articles, 
interviews, stories, photographs, artwork, and more. Sub- 
jects include Vegetable fuels automobiles (run from used 
deep fryer fat obtained free from restaurants!), making an 
urban organic garden, anti-war protest, and more. There 
are also interviews with the bands Between Buried and Me, 
Uwharria, and Most precious Blood. This also includes a 
live Uwharria CD (ex-Blownapart Bastards) and has remark- 
ably good sound quality in spite of being recorded in a liv- 
ing room! Supporting this project is money well spent. (Dan) 
Slave / PO Box 10093 / Greensboro, NC 27404 


STRAIGHT SOB #5 

STRAIGHT SOB is a great fanzine brought to you by Mike 
Schake of New Jersey. Dude, this zine took me like three 
days to read. It's 46 pages and each page is filled with 
something interesting. This issue includes an interview with 
the Venezuelan band Dona Maldad giving a scene report 
of their neighborhood and an interview with a punk rock 
missionary from the US, who helped expand the punk scene 
in Thailand. An informative essay on Transforming Our Ag- 
ricultural System was also included. You know, GE farm- 
ing is so fucked up for the environment and all of us who 
eat the products, but Organic produce is ridiculously ex- 
pensive!! Personal writings, news updates, book reviews, 
and awesome to do lists were also found. This zine has 
everything, so either send Mike a buck for a copy, or be a 
pal and do a trade. (Suzy Boone) 

Mike Schake / 63 Highland Rd./ Hackettstown, NJ 17840 


Turning the Tide Vol.15 #3 

size of PE/15 pages/$2 out of LA 

This magazine is awesome. Its focus is solely on condemn- 
ing racism and striving for equality. This is both the zine's 
strong and weak points. It consists of everything you could 
want to know about fighting the fight against racism. On 
the other hand, there aren't too many other subjects cov- 
ered, so the stories can become repetitive. It has updates 
from other countries, and other columns on local issues on 
racism, like the racist 28 in Baltimore, MD. Anyhow, the 


to that address below... punk! (Zach) y 
Anti-Racist Action / People Against Racist Terror / PO Box 
1055 / Culver City 90232 


DESPOTIC RE 


By Dan 

A favorite activity this summer has been cooking in the 
great outdoors - both in the back yard and around the camp 
fire. One of the simplest and “good for your” meals is an easy- 
to-make skewered veggies (aka the “shish kebab”). With just a 
little bit of advanced effort, these can be prepared had any- 
where there’s fire (burning barricades not recommended). 

First is to gather and wash fresh fruits and veggies of 
your choice (quantities depend on how hungry you are and how 
many folks are eating). Recommended veggies are bell pep- 
pers, onions, broccoli, mushrooms, peeled garlic cloves, and/ 
or cabbage. Fresh pineapple is also recommended, as are 
cherry tomatoes (caution - a hot cherry tomato is like a mouth 
full of napalm!). Next is the “meat” selection. I'd strongly rec- 
ommend Maygun’s wheat gluton recipe, but if you don’t have 
time, then baked tofu, prepared seitan, or tempeh will work too. 
Next cut all veggies / pineapple / “meat” to about 2” x 2” cubes 
(a medium onion can be cut nicely into 8 pieces). Mushrooms, 
tomatoes and garlic should be left whole. Next, impale all the 
veggies in random order onto shish kabab skewers. 
te Next step is to marinade everything. Place all of the ke- 
babs in a deep pan. In.a separate bowl combine the following 
ingredients in roughly equal parts: finely chopped garlic, finely 
chopped hot pepper (or pepper sauce - | prefer Thai pepper 
sauce), soy or tamari sauce, and water. Add salt and pepper to 
taste. Pour contents over kebabs, cover pan, and let marinade 
for 1-2 hours. If you are planning a camping trip, you can mari- 
nade veggies / meat in bags and skewer before cooking). 

The final step is to cook them on the grill for 5-10 minutes 
(or until done). Use a spoon to pour excess marinade from the 
pan onto kebabs to prevent burning and give extra flavor. If you 
are planning to cook kebabs on an open fire then metal skewers 
are highly recommended! Enjoy! 


OUTNOW 
ON 


DESPOTIC 
RECORDS 


DESPOT tr 


SIEPPI _ ENTERSATIONAL WHOLE 
ARDS 

PO BOX 232 
LONG-BEACH, CA 


90901 USA DESPOTICPL 


now Featuring LIVE MUSIC 


ttet 


JUR KITCHEN 1S ALWAYS OPEN UNTIL ONE AM 
SERVING UP GREAT LATE NIGHT FOOD WITH 


VEGAN AND VEGETARIAN OPTIONS. 


[WWW.TRIPLEROCKSOCIALCLUB CUM] 


THE TRIPLE ROCK SOCIAL CLUB 


629 CEDAR AVENUE + MINNEAPOLIS +> 612.333. 5EX¥ 


Manufacturing: AUDIO/ENHANCED/SHAPED/MIN: 
DVDS, VHS, DIGIPAKS, AUDIO TAPES, R 


TOLL FREE 1.888.77 


F OF 
heather@polar 


www- polarb 


Wheat Gluten 


By Maygun 
People often ask how to make this, and itis often requeste! 
that | make it, so | thought I’d pass along this simple recipe 
to make wheat gluten on your own, which saves a ton o 
money, cuts down on waste, and can feed a bunch of hun 
gry punks craving that fake meat us vegans and vegeta 
ians seem to love so much... 


This recipe was swiped and adapted from the Vegetarial 
Resource Group. They say it makes 1-1/4 to 1-1/2 pounds 


2 cups vital wheat gluten flour 
1 teaspoon garlic powder 

1 teaspoon ground ginger 
1-1/4 cups water or vegetable stock 

3 Tablespoons tamari, Bragg’s liquid amino acids, or so 
sauce 


Add garlic powder and ginger to flour and stir. Mi 
liquids together and add to flour mixture all at once. Mi 
vigorously with a fork, or your hands, whatever seems tg 
work the best. When it forms a stiff dough knead it 10 to 14 
times. 

Let the dough rest 2 to 5 minutes, then knead it 4 
few more times. Let it rest another 15 minutes before pro} 
ceeding. 

You can either cut gluten into 6 to 8 pieces and stretc 
into thin cutlets, or tie off in cheesecloth and cook it as 4 
loaf. Simmer in broth for 30 to 60 minutes, and check regu 
larly to make sure you don’t overcook it or it will becom¢ 
tough. 

You don’t need to do anything fancy for the broti 
Fill a pan with water, vegetable broth, soy sauce, etc. Th¢ 
main flavor will come from what you put into the glute 
and not the broth, so be creative and experiment with herb: 
and broths to add directly to the gluten when you are mix 
ing it. | like to add vegetable broth in addition to water ang 
soy sauce, and often add herbs such as marjoram, thyme} 
sage, and rosemary. If | don’t know what I will be using thd 
gluten for, | leave it fairly simple, so that it can be sea 
soned for various different recipes. 

lt can be used right away, refrigerated, or frozen. 

Seitan is cool. : 
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